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CHAP. XII. 


Dur Author returns to Ruſſia æuith a Cargo of raw | 
_ Silk, performs Quarentine, goes to Aſtrachan, | 
and from W to Moſcow. He leaves q 
that City, and arrives at Peterſburg. An | 
Account of the Manner in which the Empreſi of | 
Ruſſia Travels. A ſhort Deſcription of Peterſ- 
burg, and of the Court. A View of the Reve- | 
nues and Number of the Inhabitants, with a ſuc- | 
cine? Account of the Nature of the Climate 
throughout the Year, and of the Perſons, and | 
Dres of the People. EIS, 


E O UR Author having with much difficulty, 
, and after waiting a long time, obtained 


a recompence for his loſſes, he diſpoſed of the 
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The TRAVELS of J. HAN war, E/; 
cloth he had recovered at Rep, and laid out the 
produce, as well as the money he had receiv- 
ed, in raw filk, He left that city on the 13th 
of September, and arrived at Perrybazar, where 
he embarked in a flat-bottomed Perſian boat, 
and on the 29th reached Tertie, where he was 
viſited by a commander of a guard - ſnip ſtati- 
oned there, by whom he was informed, that 
if he had any other goods on board, bu: ſuch 


as were of the province of Ghilan, and did not 


declare them, the law made it death to the of- 
fender, beſides burning the ſhip and cargo. 
As Mr. Bakcoonin, the Ruſian Conſul, had in- 
formed the Governor of. Afrachan, that the 
plague was at Caſban, they were ordered to 


land on a ſmall uninhabited iſland, cn the eaſt 


fide of the entrance of the Volga; where a fire 
being made, a ſurgeon and his attendants took 
the windward of them, and defired to fee their 
breaſts, as is uſual in ſuch caſes; and after he 
was ſatisfied that they had no infection, their 
letters were delivered to him, after being firſt 
dipped in vinegar and dried in the ſmoke. 
The next day the Commander ſent for Mr. 


Hantvay and the Captain to come again on 


ſnore on the ſame iſland, where they were a ſe- 
cond time interrogated whether they had any 
s on board, and in virtue of an 
order he had recerved for that purpoſe, deſired 
them to declare in writing the places they had 
viſited ſince their leaving Ruffia. | 
Having waited here till the 11th of Occber 
in very diſagreeable weather, without any freſh 
proviſions, a ſignal was made by the Lende | 
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ſhip for Mr. Hanway and the Captain to come 


on board; and then they had the mortification 


of being ordered to perform quarantine: on an 
uninhabited iſland a little to the eaſtward. But 
what affected them moſt was the news of the 
loſs of all their letters, diſpatches and paſſports, 
with the lives of twelve ſoldiers, in one of the 
Empreſs's boats, which was ſent up eleven 


days before, and had been attacked on the way 


by the Khalmucks, who murdered the whole 
crew. | 

At length the Governor of 4frachan, ima- 
pining that Mr. Harway might have ſomething, 
to communicate to him, permitted his going to 
that city, on condition of his remaining a week 
longer in quarantine, without bringing with 
him the leaſt part of his cloaths or baggage. 
He therefore on the zoth, went up a ſmall 


branch of the Volga, and landed on the iſland 


Caraza, now appointed for quarantine, where 
he found warehouſes and habitations, with 30 


ſoldiers. Here lodgings were appointed for 


him in a houſe detached from the crew and 
the other paſſengers. On the twenty fixth 
the Governor of 4/trachan {ent his barge rowed 
by twelve grenadiers, with ſome of his own 
cloaths; Mr. Harway was then required to 
ſtrip himſelf entirely naked in the open air; and 
to paſs through the mortifying ceremony of 
bong a large pail of warm water thrown upon 
im. 

Having undergone this diſagreeable diſci- 
pline, he embarked for Afracharn, and on the 


' 27th arrived in that city. He waited on the 


B 2 Governor 
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Governor the next day ; but found his beha- 
viour very different from what it was a twelve- 
month before ; for he was very reſerved upon 
the article of trade in general, though very 
inquiſitive about Mr, Elion; and though Mr. 
Hanway did not come empty handed, he barely 
met with civility, and paſſed his time in a very 
diſagreeable manner, ſeparated from his cloaths, 
his ſervants, and the conveniencies of life, in a 
place that afforded no amuſement. 

On the 22d of Nowember, he obtained leave 
to ſet out for Peterſburg ; but the Volga being 
covered with floating ice, he reſolved to travel 
by land on the weſtern .bank of that river, and 
being informed that the ſecretary of the ſalt 
office at Aftrachan, and ſeveral Ryſhan mer- 
4 chants, under the convoy of five Cæſacti, were 
3 ready to depart, he embraced the opportunity 
j of joining them with two ſervants, who were 

all he had now with him, and croſſed the Volga. 
On the 28th they meet a large caravan go- 
ing to Afrachan, which informed them that 
four perſons were miſſing in Zaritzen and Cher- 
noyare, and as a bloody ſhirt had been found 
on the way, it was concluded that they were 
murdered. Orders were therefore given to the 
 Cofacks to keep a ſtrifter watch than uſual ; and 
ſome of the company who had been impatient 
to proceed forwards, and intended to leave the 
reſt, now thought it improper to ſeparate. On 
the ſecond of December they found a Ruſſian | 
waggon, and the harneſſes of ſeveral horſes be- 


longing to the five perſons who had been really | 
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murdered, | 
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murdered, and the next day they reached Za- 
ritzen. | 

During Mr. Hanway's ſtay there he dined. 
with the ſecretary, who acted as Sub-gover- 
nor of the town, and preſented his wife to the 
company, who faluted her according to cuſtom, 
She then preſented a falver with ſmall filver 
cups of brandy, which was repeated after din- 
ner; but ſhe did not fit with them at table: 
our Author was equally amazed at the pro- 
fuſion of the meats, and at the badneſs of the 
cookery. The quantity of bad wine, ſtrong 
and ſmall beer drank by his companions was 
alſo prodigious; it was however, a feaft of 
friendſhip deſigned to reconcile the Afrachan 
ſecretary, and one of the principal merchants 
of the city, who had quarelled ; and their 
healths being drank, the maſter of the houſe 
obliged them to kiſs each other; they were 
then faluted by all the company in the ſame 
manner; after this, to complete the farce, 
they began to reproach each other for their 
paſt injuries. 

As the ſnow now rendered the road impaſſi- 
ble for wheel carriages, Mr. Hanway cauſed 
his waggon to be placed on a ſledge, and hav- 
ing taken leave of his Ruſſian friends ſet out 
on the 6th, attended only by two ſervants. The 
next day the weather was ſo cold, that ſome 
ſtrong wine froze under his feather bed ; he that 
night reached Caſhaliena, ſituated on the Dan: 
the inhabitants, who are a mixture of Ruffians 
and Circaſſtiant, are poor, but bleſſed with li- 
berty. ' The winds now blew ſo hard and ex- 

1220 B 3 ceſſive 
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ceſſive cold, that the carriers could not face it, 
and were frequently obliged to halt; the 
a round was covered with inow, and it often 
appens that the paſſengers who do not pro- 
vide a compaſs to direct them, loſe their way 
and periſh, . 
On the 13th they ſtopped at Briſano, where 
the inhabitants informed them that a band of 
robbers had the night before broken into two 
houſes, and not contented with plundering 
. them, tortured the peaſants by putting fire 
between their fingers, to oblige them to deliver 
their money. Theſe robbers were ſo cloſely 
purſued, that Mr. Hanway and his attendants 
found hams and other proviſions they had 
dropped in their flight. Upon the road they 
4 had frequent opportunities of obſerving in what 
1 manner the peaſants render their huts habita- 
i , ble during the ſeverity of the cold weather, 
: Few of theſe having chimneys, the ſmoke of 
'' the ftoves is carried out through the windows ; 
i by this means they are filled with ſo thick a 
1 cloud of ſmoke, that it is impoſlible to breathe 
8 | at above two or three feet from the floor, till 
8 | the wood is burnt to aſhes; and therefore 
thoſe who would not be ſuffocated muſt crawl 
| in upon their hands and knees. | 
On the 22d Mr. Hanway arrived at Moſcow, 
; where he received letters, informing him of 
1 the death of a relation, who had left him a 
5 conſiderable fortune. He ftaid there till the 
28th of December, and in the mean while pro- 
vided a light ſledge in which he was deter- 
mined to travel poſt, Nothing can be more 
| accom- 
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accommodated to eaſe and diſpatch, than tra- 
velling in fledges in froſty weather: for in 
the journey our Author now made from Mo/cow 


to 1 he ſlept without waking while 


he advanced 100 werſts, or 66 Engh/>, miles. 
The whole road between theſe two cities was 


marked out in the ſnow by young fir- trees 


planted on both ſides, at the diſtance of about 
20 yards, which at a moderate computation 
amount to 128,480 trees. At certain diſtances 
were alſo great piles of wood, to be ſer on fire 


to give light to the Empreſs and her court, if 


they paſſed by in the night. On, theſe occa- 
ſions her Imperial Majeſty is drawn in a large 
machine that contains her bed, a table and 
other conveniences, where four . perſons may 
take a repaſt. This machine is fixed on 4 
ſledge, and drawn by twenty-four poſt horſes, 
and if any of them fail on the road, others are 


ready to ſupply their places. She is generally 


three days and nights on the way, and has ſe- 
yeral {mall palaces, at which ſhe ſometimes 
ſtops to refreſh herſelf. Though the diftance 


is 488 Engliſb miles, Peter the Great once made 
the journey in 46 hours; but he did not travel 


in the ſame kind of carriage. Suk 

Mr. Hamway arrived at Petenſburg on the firſt 
of January 1745, having performed the jour. 
ney from Mo/coxv in three days and a, half. He 
had been abſent a year and ſixteen weeks, in 
which time he had travelled above 4000 Zngii/h 
miles by land. ne; nd 


The court of 2 has enjoyed the _ 


the moſt brilliant in 


putation of being one o 
Zurope; 
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Europe; for in the reign of the late Empreſs 
Anne the countenance foreigners received, ad- 
ded much to its ſplendid appearance. The 
Ruffians are ftill fond of rich cloaths. The 
preſent Sovereign El:zabeth Petrowna the 
daughter of Peter the Great, on certain days 
appears in men's cloaths, particularly on the 
day of her acceſſion to the throne, when ſhe 
treats her company of life grenadier guards at 
ſupper in the grand faloon of the palace, and 

+ fits at table with her officers in regimentals, 
as their Colonel. This company with reſpect 
| to their ſtature, comelineſs, and the richneſs 
H of their uniforms, can hardly be equalled by 
| any troops in Europe. Sh = 44 
. By the admiralty, where ſhips of war are 
built, is a magnificent palace, fituated on the 
ſouth bank of the Newa, near the centre of 
1 the city, and in the eaſtern part is the ſummer 
| palace and gardens, which abound in fine ſta- 
iN tues and delightful walks; yet being a dead 
tt flat it can produce but little variety. Near it 
is the theatre, where Italian operas and French 
comedies are acted at the Empreſs's expence, 
4 to which foreigners who make any appearance, 
Fl are admitted. Maſquerades, balls and con- 
; certs are alſo frequent at court. Two poets, 
our Author obſerves, have lately ſtarted up as 
it were from a ſtate of darkneſs, and wrote 
tragedies according to modern dramatic rules : 
Lord An/or's voyage round the world, Tclema- 
chus, and ſeveral other books have alſo been 
tranſlated into the Ru/ian language. 


The | 
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Elizabeth Petrowna, the daughter of Peter 
the Great by the Empreſs Catharine, is one 
of the moſt accompliſhed ladies of her rank, 
nor was her perſon leſs amiable ; but time 
which wears off the charms of youth, has ren- 
dered her corpulent ; yet ſhe is very active, 
dances, hunts, and rides on horſeback : ſhe 
ſeems to delight chiefly in ſele& companies, at 
the houſes of her favourites. 

This Empreſs wears the order of St. Andrew, 
which is a blue ribbon : the number of Knights 
of this order are near fixty ; but it is not con- 
fined. The order of St. Alexander is inferior 
to this, and conſiſts of thirty-ſix Knights who 
wear a red ribbon : there is alſo an order of 
St. Anne of Holſtein, which is diſtinguiſhed 
by red ſtriped with yellow, and another of 
St. Catharine, which is red with a ſilver edge, 
and 1s intended only for women. 

Peterſburg was founded by Peter the Great 
in the beginning of the preſent century, and 
may now be conſidered as- the modern polite 
metropolis. Though it was ſo lately a mo- 
raſs it is now an elegant and ſuperb city, very 
healthy, and abounding in all the neceſlaries, 
and many of the ſuperfluities of life. It is 
ranged on both fides of the Newa, extending 
near two Engl; miles from eaſt to weſt. At 
the upper end of the north fide is the citadel, 
which 1s more famous for the number of lives 
it coſt in building, than for its ſtrength: it 
contains a ſtately church, in which are depo. 
ſited the remains of its founder Peter the Great, 
and his Empreſs Catharine, and it is alſo a 

priſon 
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| ſeverity of the cold is ſo great, they a 


priſon for offenders againſt the State. The 
city has neither walls nor gates; but the 
marſhy land near it to the north and ſouth, 
and the Gulph of Finland to the eaſt, render 
it difficult of approach for an army. As Peter 
the Great took Amferdam for his model, it is 
divided by ſeveral canals ; but from the reluc- 


, tance with which it was originally begun by 


his ſubjects, and from errors in the plan, a 
part of it ſtill remains unexecuted, and in 
others the houſes are too near the canal; but 
there are ſome regular, broad, and well built 
ſtreets, and ſeveral very noble edifices. The 
7 heh fondneſs for building has contributed 
to the beauty of the city; for beſides the two 
royal palaces already.mentioned, ſhe has built 
a noble one ſaid to be intended for the Great 


Duke. There is alſo a nunnery lately erected; 


and at Czar/cho Zelo, about fifteen Engliſh miles 
diſtant, is another royal palace. Theſe edifi- 
ces are moſtly of brick plaſtered over, ſo as 
to make an elegant appearance; but the work 
is generally done in a hurry, and the materi- 
als are not very durable. An Talian architect 
being eſtabliſhed in Naſſia, notwithſtanding the 
difference of climate, the taſte of zaly is adopt- 
ed in almoſt all their houſes, and Hou the 
ound 

much more in windows than our houſes in Eng- 
land. The number of people in Peterſburg is 
generally computed at 250,000, including the 
arriſon, which is numerous; but in reckon- 
ing the ſubje&s throughout the whole empire, 
it is laid down as a _ that the hundred and 
, ; | ſeventy 
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ſeventy fifth male raiſes an army of near 50,000 
men, and conſequently, ſuppoſing an equal 
number of females, the whole may be reckon- 
ed 17,500,000 ; but the tributary Tartars, the 
Ruſſian Ukraine, and the conquered provinces 
are not included in this 'account. The reve- 
nues of the Ryan empire, which were former. 
ly only five millions, are now encreaſed to fif- 
teen millions of rubles, or three millions ſter- 
ling, and are yet improvable, without diſtreſſ- 
ing the ſubject. | 

As to the climate of Ry/ia, it differs ex- 

tremely in the ſeveral parts of it included in 
Europe, and ſtill more in their 4/za7ic dominions. 
At Peterſburg, February generally brings with it 
a bright ſun and a clear ſky, every object ſeems 
to glitter with gems, and the nerves become 
braced by the cold. There is then no ſmall 
amuſement in riding in fledges upon the ſnow, 
to thoſe who from the length of the winter, 
have forgot the much ſuperior pleaſure which 
nature preſents, when cloathed in all her ver- 
dure. 
March is frequently attended with ſhowers, 
which, with the heat of the ſun, penetrate the 
ice: this is generally three quarters of a yard 
thick on the Neva, and in ſome great rivers to 
the north-eaſt much thicker. This renders it 
like an honey- comb, and about the end of that 
month it uſually breaks up. 

The month of April is frequently very warm 
ſummer ſeems to precede the ſpring ; for it is 
ſometimes the firſt of June before any conſide- 
rable verdure appears, and then the intenſe heat 
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brings it on ſo-faſt, that the eye can diſcover 
its progreſs from day to day. Till the middle 
of July it ſeems to * one continued day, the 
ſun not intirely diſappearing above two hours 
in the twenty four; but the delight which this 
ſeaſon naturally affords, is confiderably abated 
by the extreme heat of the weather ; however, 
a week ſeldom paſſes without the air being re- 
freſhed by ſoutherly and weſterly winds, which 
often bring gentle ſhowers. Our Author, who 
reſided about five years in this city, once ex- 
perienced a delightful autumn to the end of 
September; but this rarely happens: Auguſt 
cloſes the ſcene, ſo that there are hardly above 
three months of ſummer, 

September generally brings rain and froſt ; 


the ſeverity of both is increaſed in October, 
and in November the Neva is always frozen. 


Then comes: on the ſeaſon, for the eaſy and 
ſpeedy conveyance on the ſnow, which brings 
treth proviſions to market a thouſand Ag 
miles by land, and the beef of Archangel 15 
often eaten at Peterſburg. In December and Ja- 
nuary the cold is ſo very intenſe, that the poor 
who are overtaken by liquor, or expoſed to the 
air in open places, are frequently frozen. to 
death. But the abundance of birch and alders 
with which the Ruſſians are ſupplied, and the 


commodiouſneſs of their ſtoves, enable them 


to introduce any degree of heat into their houſes, 
The Ruſſians are for the moſt part of a middle 
ſtature, though many of them are tall and 
comely. The common people are fond of their 
ancient cuſtoms, and though the majority of 
| them 
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them ſubmit to modern improvements, many 
chuſe to ſuffer great inconveniences, and to 

y additional taxes, rather than cut off their 
2 and conform to ſome regulations. with 
reſpe@ to religion. Women in general are not 
ſo amiable in Ry//ia as in many other countries: 
indeed they daub themſelves ſo much with 
paint, as to conceal -the — — which nature 
may be preſumed to have 
for they generally profeſs, that if they have ſuf- 
ficient plumpneſs, they can procure themſelves 
beauty. a | 


coats made of dreſſed ſheep-ſkins with the woo 
towards their bodies ; their legs and feet are 
ſwaddled with a coarſe cloth, ſecured by a 
cord of reeds, and their ſandals are of the 


ſame materials. Their caps are lined with 


fur, and cover the ears and neck, as well 
as the head : they wear ſaſhes round their 
waiſts, and double gloves, one of woollen 
and the other of leather, which take in 


the hand without any diſtinction, except the 


thumb, and theſe are an eſſential part of 
their cloathing. However, people of any 
rank generally dreſs as we do in England, 
except wearing a full great coat lined with 
fur, with a deep quilted or fur lined” cap, 
when they go abroad. The women of the 
lower claſs, beſides their petticoats, wear ſheep- 


ſkins like the men; but thoſe who move in a 
higher ſphere, wear flowered ſilk cloaks, lined 


with furs, of which the moſt common fort is 


white hares. Ladies of great diſtinction have 
Vor. XV. C them 


eſtowed on them; 


The common people are cloathed with = * 
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them lined with rich furs, and almoſt con- 
ſtantly wear them. 1 848 5 


; CHAP. XIII. 

Our Author leaves Peterſburg. A View of the 

 Empreſi's Palace at Strelna Muſa and Pe- 
terhoff. A Deſcription of Cronſtadt, Revel, 

and Dantzic. | 


O the gth of July 1550, Mr. Hanway 
left Peterſburgh, and travelling along the 
banks of the Neva, came to the palace of 
Strelna Muſa, which is about twenty werſts 
from Peterſburg. It is ſituated on an eminence, 
and commands an extenſive view of the Gulph 
of Finland. It was intended to be a more grand 
and elegant building than Peter haßt, = the 
gardens were laid out in a fine taſte ; but the 
Yearh of Peter the Great, together with the 


badneſs of the foundation, put a flop to the 


proſecution of the deſign. , The preſent Em- 
preſs has cauſed many of her courtiers to build 
country houſes on the ſouth of the road be- 
tween this palace and that of Peterbef: among 
theſe the houſe and gardens of baron Vel, are 
moſt diſtinguiſhed for their extent and beauty; 
nowever, moſt of theſe country houſes are 
built of wood, and little expence is beſtowed 


on the gardens, | 


y 


| 7 | Pater 
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Peter the Great left Peterboſ a mean build- 
ing; but it has been greatly enlarged and 
beautiſied by the preſent Empreſs. The water- 
works are compared to thoſe of Yer/ailles, with 
this difference in their favour, that the waters 
of Peterhof are more ſweet. This palace 1s 
fituated on an eminence, on the ſouth ſide of 
the Gulph of Finland, of which it commands 
an extenſive proſpect, as well as of the iſland 
of Cron/tadt. The foreſt of Maſts that appears 
from the baſons of that iſland during the ſum- 
mer ſeaſon, gives the idea of a flouriſhing 
commerce ; but the gardens of Peterhoff, tho” 
they afford a great variety of ſcenes, yet lying 
moſtly on a dead flat, and the walks being of 
ſand, they fall incomparably ſhort of thoſe be- 
longing to the ſeats of many noblemen in 
England. | | 
Mr. Hanway paſling the Gulph arrived at 
Cronſtadt, where being detained for ſeveral 
days by tempeſtuous weather, he had an op- 
portunity of examining the dry dock contrived 
by Peter the Great, which 1s one of the greateſt 
curioſities in the world of its kind. It ex- 
tends about 700 fathoms, is ſixty feet broad 
at the bottom, eighty feet at the top, and is 
forty feet deep, having flood-gates in different 
parts. It is intended to receive fourteen ſhips 
of the line of battle. There is a grand reſer- 
voir, Which was then dug almoſt eighteen feet 
lower than the docks, and is conſequently near 
ſixty feet deep: it is about ſix hundred feet 
long, and three hundred feet broad. The 
iſland of Cronſtadt is near fifteen miles in cir- 
5 2 cumference; 


ſtant from Peter 
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cumference; but very barren : the town is ſup- 
poſed to have near 25,000 inhabitants, in- 
cluding ſoldiers and ſailors. 
On the 15th,-Mr. Hanruay embarked in a 
ſmall yatch belonging to Dantxic, and on the 
18th landed at Rev] when he was conducted 
to the commander of the port, of whom it 
was ' neceſſary, according to cuſtom, to aſk 
rmiſſion to enter the town. This place is 
the capital of = wy and is fifty leagues di- 
g; it ſubmitted to Perer the 
Great by capitulation in 1710, and is only taxed 
with the ſupport of a garriſon of 5000 ſoldiers 
with quarters, and 3000 ſeamen with not only 
quarters, but fire and candle. Within the 
walls are about fix hundred houſes, containing 
near 8000 ſouls, and the ſuburbs are large and 
well inhabited. The people ſeem to be formal 
and reſerved ; but are extremely induſtrious, 
and live in ſuch ſecurity, that they might ſleep 
with their doors open. The houſes which are 
of the moſt durable materials, ſeem all pre- 
pared for the reception of merchandize : the 
firſt apartment into which one enters reſembling 
a large warehouſe. The country abounds in 
corn, of which they have generally great ma- 


gazines. This was formerly a free town, and 


one of the greateſt ports in the Baltic; Narva 


being its only competitor. The Ryfians then 


brought the produce of their own country, as 
well as that of Perſia, to this market; but 
when our Author was there the trade was very 


Great 
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Great part of the city ſtands upon an emi- 
nence, and is defended by out-works, a moat, 
and a wall about fix feet thick, and forty in 
height. The ſtreets are neither broad nor re- 
gular, but the houſes are lofty, and have ſteep 
roofs to carry off the ſnow. The town-houſe 
is an ancient building, and contains nothin 
remarkable, but ſome fine paintings, whi 
are in great eſteem. Here are four Lutheran' 
churches for the citizens, and one for the pea- 
ſants of the adjacent country; alſo two Greek 
churches for the uſe of the Raſſiant. | 
On the 19th, Mr. Hanway reimbarked, and 
the next day reached the height of Gotland, an 
iſland about 70 miles long, and 20 broad in 
the middle, diminiſhing at each end almoſt to 
a point. It belongs to the Swedes, and has 
eighteen towns and villages ; but though it 
was formerly very rich, it has been ſo often 
plundered in time of war, that the inhabitants 
are not in the moſt flouriſhing ſituation; 
On the 24th in the morning, our Author 
entered the Viſtula, which has two branches 
up to Dantzic, the deepeſt of which is formed 
into a canal, and there is a caſtle about two 
Engliſb miles from the town. This city is 
about three Exgliſb miles in circumference, and 
well fortified with lofty works and a double 
ditch of water; where theſe are weakeſt, which 
is on the weſt fide, the country may be eafily 
laid under water. Theſe works require twelve 
or fifteen hundred men to defend them; but 
the town cannot afford above ſeven hundred, 
By the civil behaviour of the ſoldiers to ſtran- 
| C 3 gers, 
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— one may eaſily obſerve the difference 
W 


een troops in the immediate pay of eiti- 
zens, and thoſe under crowned heads. The 


houſes of Dantzic are generally five ſtories 
high, which makes the ſtreets appear the, nar- 
rower eſpecially as the entrance into the houſes 
is by four or five ſtone ſteps, and a balcony, both 
which make a projection of ten or twelve feet: 


they are kept clean after the manner of the. 


Durch, though with leſs nicety. Many of the, 
ſtreets are planted with wild cheſuut- trees 
about 3o feet high, which afford an agreeable, 
ſhelter ; but the inhabitants are more agreeable 
than their houſes and trees. The women reſem- 
ble the Engliſh in their ſtature, countenance and 
air; but the bad ones make a market of their 
beauty in the neighbouring countries, where 
they are remarkably eminent in a profeſſion 
that is apt to convert beauty into deformity, 
and health into diſeaſe. The women of di- 
ſtinction affect the manners of the Poles, and 


the moſt reſpectful way of ſaluting a lady is to 


Kiſs her hand, if one does not chuſe to ſtoop fo 
low as the hem of her petticoat, as is com- 
monly practiſed by the Poles. | 5 

A republican ſpirit prevails in this great 
trading city, which is under the protection of 
the Polen. The arſenal contains a good col- 
lection of arms; but as in moſt places of the 


like nature, it has many that are old and uſe - 


leſs. They pretend to have 150 large braſs 
cannon, ſome of which are ſaid to weigh 
15, ooo pounds, 


1 Among 
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Among the curioſities that moſt engaged our 
Author's attention, was the great Lutheran' 
church, which is an ancient ſtructure that has 
not been much changed by the eſtabliſhment of 
the proteſtant religion in this city; for it was 
agreed by treaties to leave the crucifixes, ima- 
ges and pictures, as in the times of popery. 
They ſnew a very curious piece of painting 
on wood, of the reſurrection by Van Fyck. It 
is much admired, .particularly for the hands 
and faces, and is ſaid to be one of the firſt per- 
formances in oil colours; yet is ſo perfect, 
and delicate, as to bear the niceſt examination. 

The moſt conſiderable branch of the trade of 
Dantzicis that of corn, which is brought by 
the Polanders, in large barks of about 50 tons 
burthen, down the Viſtula. In plentiful years 
theſe barks annually amount to about 1600. 
As theſe cargoes are often expoſed to the wea- 
ther, it is cuſtomary to ſpread their ſails on 
the banks of the river, and to dry their corn 
upon them. They alſo. export bees-wax ta 
the annual amount of near 1000 ſchippounds ; 
beſides narrow linens, ſacking, pot-aſh, pearl - 
aſh, pipe-ſtaves, and oak plank. _ 
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ANN EEE 


Our Author leaves Dantzic, and travels through 
4A. 


Pomerania 70 Berlin, auhich is deſcribed. 
_ conciſe Account of the King's Palace in that City, 
end of the Palaces of Charlottenburg, Potſ- 
dam, and Sans Souci. The Author's Charader 


of the preſent King of Pruſſia, A Deſcription 


of Wittemburg Dreſden, with an A- 
count of the Curiofities in the laſt-mentioned 
City; the Revenues, and Expences of the Court. 
Of the Porcelain Manifacturt at Meiſſen, and 
a Deſcription of the Hunting Palace of St. Hu- 
bertſburg. 


M. Hanway having ſpent a week very 
agreeably at Dantzic, provided a cha- 
riot, and took leave of his friends. The ter- 
ritories of this city extend weſtward between 
two or three German miles. The country is 
agreeable, but the ſoil ſeems mean. He then 
paſſed through a ſmall tract of Poliſſ Pruſſia, 
where the inhabitants are miſerably poor. 


At Dunemor/e, which is five German miles 


from Dantzic, he entered Pruſſian Pomerania, 
where the face of things began to change much 
for the better. He then proceeded to Stolpe, 
a ſmall city, ſurrounded with corn and meadow 
Jands, where the inhabitants ſeem to wear their 
chains with great chearfulneſs. The common 
people have a ſmattering of the French lan- 


A German mile is in ſome places four, and in 
others five Exgliſb miles. 
| | guage. 
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guage, On our Author's entering and depart- 
ing, he was examined from whence he carne, and 
where he was travelling: this is practiſed to 
all trayellers in every town throughout the 
Pruſſian dominions, and being performed in 
a very regular manner, it ſerves to preſerve 
44 ᷓ 4 of watchfulneſs and military diſ- 
cipline. | 

He proceeded three German miles to Schlavwe, 
over an open pleaſant country of arable lands, 
pretty well inhabited, though the foil is ſandy, 
and can therefore produce but ſlender crops. 
He from thence went to Ceſlin, which had 
ſome years before been burnt down, but 1s re- 
built with regularity and elegance, though 
with great parſimony, which the circum- 
ftances of the inhabitants rendered abſolutely 
neceſſary. In the market-place is a ſtone 
ſtatue of the late king of Pruſſa. He then 
proceeded to Stargard, the metropolis of Pru/- 
fan Pomerania, where is a cathedral church of 
great antiquity, and three reformed churches, 
in one of which the ſervice is performed in 
French. At three miles diſtance is a town 
called Pyrit, which is ſurrounded by an an- 
cient fortification, and has a very large church 
built with brick. 

He next arrived at Koeninſdurg, à fmall town 
on the Oder, and from thence travelled three 
miles to Angermund, paſſing over the Oder on 
a bridge of timber, On the north bank is a 
fine palace and garden belonging to the mar- 
grave of Schavedt, with a very neat town of 
the ſame name adjacent. The avenue to the 

| bridge 
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bridge and town is thrown up between meas» 
dow lands; it is planted on each fide with 
willows, as the other. Gde of the town is with 
wild cheſnuts, Which intercept the view of 
the corn and tobacco fields. Near this place 
Mr. Hexway ſaw the bodies of two malefadtors 
who had been broken on the wheel: he ob- 
ſerves, that near every town a gallows is 
[18 erected on an eminence; though the good go- 
| 3 vernment of this country renders executions 


4 very rare. | | 
The palace of the Margrave makes a ſtriking 
4 figure, as it is the only object that has the ap- 
44 pearance of grandeur or ſtate, on the road 
19 2 from Dantzic. The men of family and 
| fortune in this country all flock to court, and 
agriculture, from which they derive their ſup- 
port, receives no improvement from their per- 
ſonal attendance. | | | 
From hence he proceeded to Berlin, and the 
nearer he approached to that city, the more he 


are no encloſures to beautify the proſpect, 
nor richneſs of ſoil to exhibit that perpetual 
verdure which Eugland enjoys. From Daxntzic 


computed to be equal to 250 Eugliſb miles. 
The entrance into Berlia is airy and elegant: 


houſes uniform. In going towards the palace 
on the Pont Neuf, or New Bridge, which is of 
* one, over the Spree, is an equeſtrian ſtatue of 
- Frederic William the Great, which is eſteemed 
a piece of exquiſite workmanſhip; it was 
_ erected 


found the face of things improve; but here 


to Berlin ĩs fifty ſeven German miles, which are 


the ſtreets are regular and clean, and the 
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trected by Frederit 1. king of Praſſa, who 
alſo built the palace, which is very magnificent. 
A ſoldier attended our Author from the gate 
to his lodgings, in order to examine his bag- 


Age. | 

. This city was full of buſy pleaſant coun- 
tenances, and there were ſeveral perſons at 
this court famous in the literary world. The 
firſt object that ftrikes the ſtranger is the king's 


palace, called the caſtle : but one fide of the 


interior ſquare of this building is no ways 
equal to the reft, it being the old apartment 
once inhabited by the preſent king's grand- 
father, and has not been yet rebuilt. The 
walls of the grand front are ſeven or eight feet 
thick, which makes the rooms dark. 

"Tis a pleaſure to obſerve the great œcono- 
my of thrs court, the apartments m the palace 
are adorned with filver in every ſhape ; but 
theſe ornaments are ſo maſſy, that the faſhion 
is not more than 7 /. per cem. fo that four 
millions of dollars might be reallized with 
great eaſe, if the exigences of the ſtate ſhould 
require it. Here are the pictures of Charles V. 
and his Empreſs, the frames of which are of 
filver, each weighing ſix centners, or 660 
pounds, and there is a grand crown luftre of 
ſeventeen centners. There are alſo pieces of 
three, four or five centners, and à grand muſic 
gallery finely ornamented, all of filver : one 
end of a large apartment, for about twenty 
feet high, 4 | 


rade, 


as many broad, is richly fur- 
nithed with gilt plate: all this is merely pa- 


\ 
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N court having other ſervices of plate 
for ne, . 
The king's particular apartments are ele- 
© gant; but have nothing extraordinary, the 
- Prevailing taſte is white ftucco and gilding. 
Several of the private apartments have tables, 
with pens, ink, and looſe papers, which in- 
dicate the diſpatch of buſineſs, more than the 
regularity and elegance one naturally expects 
to find i a royal v6 The hall has ſeve- 
ral good paintings, and the grand ſaloon is 
adorned with four- pieces of tapeſtry, repre- 
ſenting our Saviour driving out the money- 
Changers, his waſhing the diſciples feet, the 
miraculous. draught of fiſhes, and his laſt ſup- 
per. The throne in the audience chamber is 
of yelvet embroidered with gold in a grand 
taſte ; but not loaded-with ornaments. 'There 
is nothing extraordinary in the old. quarter of 
the 2 except a bed of crimſon velvet, 
which has above two hundred cyphers with 
electoral crowns, all ſet with pearls, and the 
Chairs in this room are in the ſame taſte, | It is 
uſual for perſons of the royal blood to lie in 
this bed on the firſt night of their marriage. 
The arſenal forms one fide of the palace, 
and is faid to be well furniſhed with arms; 
but as the viſiting it is attended with ſome 
diſagreeable ceremonies, our Author declined 
it. This is a very elegant ſtructure; but has 
rather too great a profuſion of ornaments ; 
theſe are, however, extremely well adapted to 
the nature of the buildiag : but of this nome 
| ce 


£ 


, 9 


LAS, 


— — ———— ů 


log —ê 


N 


2 


| | 


| j [ 
"/ 1 
| 
1 
- WW 
— 0 
/ 
U 


4 — 


— 
i 


” 
| 
1 


7 


i 0 


\ 


i — 
' | 
' 


4 ine 


= jj 


A 


un ate 


1167 
Bey, 


* 


£44 


— 


v, 5 


" through RusS1a into PrRSHA. - 28 


edifice the reader may form a more perfect 
dea from the plate we have here given. 

From the palace, he went to the library, 
which, he ſays, would be a mean apartment 
for a. common ſchool. . But all who appear 
like gentlemen have the liberty of reading here 
from ten in the morning till two in the after- 
noon. Here are 500 Bibles of different lan- 
guages and. editions, and one kept as a kind 
of relict, ſaid to be that which Charles I. king 
of England uſed when he was beheaded. It 
was preſented by, Dr. Juxton, to the elector of 
Bf hudenburg. Here is alſo the koran in manu- 
ſeript in a ſmall oQtagon,; ; the character is ſo 
minute, and the paper ſo thin, as to be only 
one inch and a half in bulk: there are like- 
wiſe ſeveral.- manuſcripts on religion, morals, 
and politics, fad, to be wrote by cardinal 
Mazarin.. . bo 

The opera bouts is an elegant modern edi- 
fice ; the ſcenes are ſplendid, and in an exqui- 
lite taſte. It has three galleries, and will con- 
tain about two thouſand perſons. The columns 
that ſupport the roof, are calculated to throw 
the whole into a grand ſaloon, but are apt to ob- 
ſtruct the movement of the ſcenes. The or- 
cheſtra conſiſts of about 50 muſicians, who are 
paid a very moderate price for their labour. This 
amuſement is entirely ſupported at the kin 
expence, and rendered in ſome degree labter. - 
vient to the ends of government. The ex- 
treme delight the king takes in muſic, and 

great knowledge he has of that ſcience, 
— carried this entertainment to a very high 
| . XV. D perfection. 
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perfection. In the upper galleries on each 
ſide of the ſtage, fix truinpeters are ſeated, 
who falute the Queen conſort when the enters 


the houſe or retires; but the King him. 


ſelf, who acts in a ſphere ſuperior to the 
rules of pompous ceremony, forbids this ſalu- 
tation to his owrrperfoh.' © 

Mon Bijou was the reſidence of be queen 
mother, who was fiſter to his late majeſty the 


king of Great Britain. This is a little ele- 


gant palace. Here is a pretty gallery of blus 
and white porcelain, and in another apart- 
ment there are ſeveraF rich pieces of Saxon 
porcelain. The gardens. are ſmall, and pro- 
portioned to the ſize of the building. * 


The city of Berlin has a regular fortiſica- 


tion, thou by it is not very formidable. Stran- 


gers remark; that Berlin is à little Paris, the 


rench lan nage being generally as well under- 
ſtood as the German. The city abounds in. 
elegant ſtructures and regular ſtreets, and is 
near one third as big as Lundin; but does not 


contain more than an eighth part of the in- 


habitants: from whence it thay be eaſily ac- 
counted for, why grafs is found growing in 
many of their principal ſtreets. The people 
here make woollen cloth ſufficient for the army, 
and great part of their home conſumption. 
They are ſupplied with linen from Sefa. 


Many thouſand French manufacturers 1 a 


found protection in this country, gold an 
fllver lace, and wrought filks are hardly to be 
bought in any other place ſo cheap. It was 
with ſurprize our Author learnt that the en- 
virons 
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virons of Berlin produce 400 pounds weight of 
raw ſilk. Some of the courtiers who eſpouſe 
commercial, ſchemes, flattered themſelves that 
the climate would admit of a large production 
of this kind; but it does not promiſe the ſuc- 
ceſs expected. $i: ' * * 

Before Mr. Hanway took his final leave of 
Berlin, his curioſity carried him to Charlotten- 
burg, which is about a German mile diſtant 
from the city. This palace was founded by 
the king's grandfather, and his preſent ma- 
jeſty has finiſhed it according to his own 
taſte, which is extremely elegant. There is a 
range of about ten apartments well diſpoſed, 
adorned with white ſtucco and gilding. The 
ball- room is worthy of the king who is ſaid 
to have deſigned it. It has ten windows on 
each ſide, and beſides the ſtucco and gilding, 
which are here richer than in the other rooms, 
it is ardorned with buſts, ſtatues, and large 
pier glaſſes. The gardens are laid out with 
taſte, and the ſtatues well diſpoſed. 

It will not be here either improper or un- 
entertaining to give Mr. Hausuay s character of 
the preſent king of Pruſſia, dictated by that 
gentleman's impartiality, and well known love 
of truth, at a time when the prejudices of the . 
Engliſh were ſtrongly raiſed againſt that prince. 
Mr. Hanway obſerves, that the king of Pruſſia 
was then conſidered as no friend to Great 
Britain ; but adds, there is a pleaſure in praiſing. 
the worthy, whether they happen to be our 
friends or not. Frederick II. king of Pruſſia 
and elector of Brandenburg, was born on the: 

1 D 2 24th 
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24th of January 1712, and was the ſon of king 
Frederick William, by Sophia Dorothea, the ſiſter 
of king George II. He aſcended the throne on 
the 21it of May 1740, and was therefore 24 
years of age when his father died. He had an 
early taſte of literature and the polite arts, and 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf by the delicacy of his 
manners, in oppoſition to the inelegant cuſtoms. 
that prevailed at his father's court. The late 
King Frederick was a lover of drinking, a vice - 
which in few countries is more familiar than in 
Germany. The prince abominated this vice, 
and this, with other correſpondent circum- 
ftances, at length determined him to leave his 
father in a ſecret manner, and to go, as it was 
ſaid he intended, to the Britiſb court; but the 
attempt was fruſtrated, and coſt an unhappy 
gentleman his head. * 

When princes are really. God's vicegerents, 
religion muſt be the baſis of their government 
and politics : this prince is however, by many 
reputed a free-thinker in the worſt ſenſe of the 
word; but the rule of his government, and 
his ſuperiority to the vanities and mean gratifi- 
cations of life, does not favour ſo harſh a 
judgment. So far from adopting Machiavelian 

rinciples, the Anti-Machiavel is ſaid to have 

en wrote by him, or his favourite Voltaire, in 
confutation of thoſe maxims which ridicule a 
ſtri adherence to equity, and a diſintereſted 
love of mankind. CHE | 

One might be tempted to think. that com- 
mercial projects in a country ſo entirely mili- 
tary as Pruſſia, could hardly be brought to any 
| perfection; 
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perfection; yet if we confider the ſtrict diſ- 
cipline of the Pruſfan army, it is the more 
eaſy to be reconciled. 

There is one circumſtance in favour of his 
Pruſſian Majeſty beyond any other Prince in 
Europe; I mean the great economy of his go- 
vernment and perſonal expence. The allow- 
ance of his table is but 30 crowns, or 5 J. 5 5. 
a day, fiſh and wine excepted, in which he is 
at no great expence. Pot/dam 15 the favourite 
reſidence of the King of Pru/ia, who here 
avoids the empty ceremonies of a court. He 


' entertains at his table twelve perſons : thoſe 


of his miniſters moſt in favour are firſt invited, 
with thoſe of foreign princes who happen to 
be at Pot/dam, and his officers, even to an En- 


| ſign, fill up the vacant places: but this con- 


deſcenſion, is not the only means he employs 
to recommend himſelf to the love of his ſol- 


diers. The meaneſt officer knows that his in- 
juries will be redreſſed by the King: for where- 


ever his quarters are, he need but write to his 
Majeſty, and by the return of the poſt he may 
expect an anſwer, frequently wrote by this 


great Prince's own hand. Nay, he even ſome- 


times goes ſo far as to adviſe where he thinks 
the party errs in judgment, or 1s influenced by 
ſome unreaſonable defire, His converſation 1s 
free and eaſy, even to jeſting ; but he paſſes 
from the gay to the ſerious in an inſtant, and 
ſupports Nis dignity both from the fear and 
the affection of thoſe about him. 
He requires delicate food, but eats mode- 
rately, and mixes water with his wine: he 
D 3 takes 
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takes Spani/h ſnuff to exceſs, ſo that his cloaths 
can ſcarce be clear of it. He uſed to drink 
liberally of champaign, and eat rich fruits 
ſoaked in ſtrong wine; but having been ſeveral 
times afflicted with fevers, he is become ab- 

Kemious. | 

He appears rather plump than corpulent ; 
his is — full of plood, and — 
nance is inclined to the penſive; but is very 
expreſſive, in ſome meaſure indicating the in- 
ceſſant labaur df his mind. Since the late 
war he is much broken and ſtoops, which takes 
off from his figure. He often appears in boots, 
and always in his regimentals, which are a 
blue frock with filver Brandenbergs, and he is 
maſter of only one change for the winter, and 
another for the ſummer. Our Author ſaw his 
wardrobe, which, indeed, is very mean, or 
very grand, according to the impreſſion it makes 
on the ſpectator. The King is in this particu- 
lar a copy of Peter the Great. © 
His bed, which Mr. Hanway particularly 
obſerved at Charlottenburg,' was in a ſmall 
alcove or nich, and conſiſted of only two mat- 


; —— under the cover of a down quilt, with- 


| out the leaſt ornament, or mark of grandeur. 
He often aſks his moſt familiar favourites, 

if they think the condition of a King above 

all others moſt defirable ? and then tells them 

how. eafily they may rectify their opinion, by 

obſerving the great labour and attention the 
duty of a King requires. | 

So little does he obſerve uſeleſs forms, that 

he has riſen from his chair at his wal 
. an 
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and cauſed his engraver to take his place, and 
write down the orders which he dictated ſtand- 
ing. That he has a high ſenſe of friendſhip and 

ratitude, Mr. Hanway thinks is obvious, 
Hom a fingle circumſtance which happened 
during his abode at Berlin. Mr. Keith, with 
whom our Author was acquainted, had been 
obliged in the late King's reign to leave his 


country, for his devotion to the ſervice of his 


preſent Majeſty. On his return home that 


gentleman naturally expected a kind recep- 
tion: but the King having now adopted other 
principles, was reſolved to inculcate the neceſſi- 
ty of obedience to the Sovereign ; however, 
he allowed him a penſion, gave him the rank 
of Lieutenant, and placed him near the Queen- 
mother. At length being convinced of his 
worth, he took an opportunity to remember his 
faithful ſervant. On occaſion of a mock battle 
fought near Berlin, the' king ordered a few 
trees, to an inconſiderable value, to be cut 
down on the eſtate of Madam Kneephauſe, the 
mother-in-law of Mr. Keith, with whom alſo 
Mr. Keith did not ftand very fair. His Ma- 
jeſty ſeeing Mr. Keith at court the day after, 
called to him, and in very obliging terms aſked 
him, Will you do me a pleaſure? Carry this 
caſket to your mother-in-law, with my com- 
pliments. and here is the key of it.“ In it 
were found 10, ooo crowns in gold, and a 
very polite letter to that lady, recommending 
Mr. Keith to her in the ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
affectionate terms. | 


With 
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With regard to filial duties, few private 


men, ſays our Author, treat their parents with 


more reſpect than he does his mother *, whom 


he never approaches covered, nor without the 


higheſt exprefſions of reverence ; when he is in 
| Berlin, he viſits her every day; nor does he 


treat his ſiſters with leſs politeneſs. He is 


Civil to his own Queen, but noehing more: 
e people 
do not talk of. I obſerved in the opera houſe, 


this is a part of his hiſtory, which 


that he placed the Margravine of Bareith at his 


right hand; and when he took his leave, re- 


tired backwards two or three yards.“ 


Beſides his great ſkill in muſic, in which he 


compoſes as well as performs, he has a taſte 
for poetry ; and after ſuffering all the fatigues 
of a General in the day, he poſſeſſes ſuch tran- 
quility as to anſwer letters of pleaſure and 
politeneſs, and even to write verſes in the 
evening, as I was aſſured by one of his Chap- 
lains. His Memoirs of the houſe of Brangen+ 
burg, are a proof of his abilities as an author. 

The grand ſecret of life, with regard to the 
execution of much buſineſs of every kind is a 
proper diſtribution of the ſeveral hours of the 
day; which nobody underſtands better than his 
Pruſſian Majeſty. His conſtitution having ſuffer- 


ed by too little reſt, he now goes to bed early, 


and ſleeps ſeven or eight hours: by this means 
he is in a condition to riſe early; and beſides 


the buſineſs of the cabinet and parade, he can 


enjoy his favourite pleaſures of books and 


Her Majeſty is ſince dead. 


muſic. 
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muſic. It is amazing that he can be ſo devoted 
to buſineſs, and yet ſo fond of muſic, in which 
few who have not a good e. arrive at 
any great proficiency ; but of all the enjoy- 
ments of ſenſe, ſays an eminent divine, this 
is the leaſt ſenſual. When not engaged in war, 
he generally ſpends a ſhort time in playing on the 
German flute every morning, before he goes to 
the cabinet; there he ſtays till eleven; he then 
receives foreign miniſters, and executes buſi- 
neſs of a more public nature till noon : he 
then uſually goes abroad, and gratifies him- 
ſelf in ſeeing military exerciſes, performing 
the duty of a ſoldier, and keeping up the 
ſpirit of diſcipline. Soon after one he dines; 
about three one of the ſecretaries reads to 
him, and in the evening he has a concert. 
This is the uſual manner in which he fills up 
the day. There have been much talk of the 
ſecret manner in which he conducts buſineſs 
but beſides the execution of ſome important 
uy of it with his own hand, his ſecretaries 

ave every one their private apartment, and 
each his particular province aſſigned, fo that 
if he diſcovers that any of them are unfaithful, 
there is no difficulty where to fix it. 

Mr. Hanway ſoon after obſerving, that the 
ſteady hand with which this prince conducts 
his 8388 promiſes a happy reign, adds 
theſe remarkable words, which the event ſeems 
to have rendered in a manner prophetic: 
The time may come, when it will be the 
mutual intereſt of this nation, and the houſe 
of Brandenburg, to unite again, ---- But what- 

ever 
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ever changes time may produce in ſtates ever 
ubject to change, honour, I think, will be 
due to the preſent king of Pru//ia from us, and 
all mankind. He has. eſtabliſhed a reputation 
upon the ſureſt foundation, was it only for 
that bold and generous ftroke in politics, in 
delivering his country-from the jaws of law- 
vers, who before his time, at leaſt in Bran- 
denburg, ſported. with the ſufferings - of the 
wretched, and ſaw unmoved the tears of the 
widow... In the Pruſſian dominions the deciſion 
of cauſes cannot now be protracted to a tor- 
menting length. How long this will laſt, it 
is hard to ſay, unleſs the King has the art of 


dient to his edicts. The ſuits in Brandenbu 


reign Prince.“ BY 

- Pot/adam is agreeably ſituated on a branch 
of the Spree; it is of conſiderahle extent, and 
the buildings neat and regular; but it ſeems 
to be entirely occupied by. ſoldiers. The pa- 
lace, which has not been long built, is ſmall 


chamber and ſtudy : the laſt is partitioned off 
by baluſtrades of filver, The frames of the 
looking-glaſſes, and embeliiſhments of the 
tables are alſo of the ſame metal. The ofi- 
cers dine every day in a large apartment, at 


SIE by 


making his ſubjects virtuous, as well as obe- 


are now brought to a ſpeedy iſſue, at an eaſy" 
expence, a regulation that could never be 
made but by the ſingular attention of a ſove- 


but elegant, particularly the king's writing 


the King's expence. The throne in the au- 
dience chamber is richly embroidered with the 
arms of the houſe of Brandenburg, ſupported. 
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by two Herculgſes. In one of the apartments 
are two curious figures in copper of a Chineſs 
man ſitting, and à woman of the ſame coun- 
try, holding an umbrella over him. Theſe 
figures, which are 'richly- grit, ſtand in an 
oval nich laid with marble, and form a very 
convenient ſtove. In the gardens are many 
large and elegant ſtatues, particularly a Nep- 
tune and Amphitrite ſeated in a ſea car in a large 
baſon, oppofite the eaſt front of the palace. 
The ſtables are contiguous, and furniſhed with 
good Engliſb hunters. | THEY 

In Por/dam are quartered the king's guards, 
who are about 2000 men, of great ſtature 
and comelineſs, well cloathed, and diftinguiſh- 
ed by filver-laced hats and black cockades. His 
preſent Majeſty has wiſely declined the oppreſ- 
five meaſures practiſed by the King his father, 
to ſupport this body of men of a prodigious 
ſtature, and yet they are ſtill remarkably tall, 
An Engliſh nobleman being aſked by his late 
Majefty, if his maſter had any equal number 
of troops who would beat theſe tall fellows, 
anſwered, © I don't know that my maſter has 
any regiment that can beat your Majeſty's 
guards; but I dare engage he has one of 
half that number that would fight them.“ 

The Pruffan ſoldiers in general are remark- 
able for the ſhortneſs of their coats, which at 
firſt view ſeems to proceed from a ridiculovs 
frugality; but is moſt plainly calculated for 
wiſe ends. Their cloaths fit extremely cloſe 
to their bodies, and are ſtrengthened at the 
elbows with leather in the form of a heart; 

which 
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N which preyents the neceſſity of patching an 
1 old garment... A Pruſſian ſoldier is never ſeen 
1 the leaſt in rags; but all appear as gentlemen 
with reſpe& to the cleanlineſs of their perſons. 
The King's guards, and {ſome other regiments 
have new cloaths every year; but in general, 
the army has new regimentals only twice in 
three years. The laſt King obliged the ſoldiers 
to wear white ſpatterdaſhes winter and ſum- 
mer; but his preſent Majeſty obſerving the in- 
convenience of it, gave his men black for the 
winter. In the ſame ſeaſon they have breeches 
of woollen cloth; but in ſummer they are of 
white dimity or linen, which are very light 
| | and clean. They all wear . pigtails, . which 
3 are eaſily kept in order, and are always, 
FT powdered ; when the men are on duty, 
T This not only ſerves to | preſerve the natural 
| hair or wig; but gives the ſoldier a reſpe& for 
| his own-perfon, and the rank in-which he con- 
3 ſiders himſelf in ſome meaſure compenſates for 

Y | the ſmallneſs of his pay. The caps of the 
1 renadiers, and the ſoldiers hats are ſmall ; but 
at the ſame time anſwer all the purpoſes of an 
| uniform and covering; and by chis means their. 
A heads are kept cooler, which muſt, be a con- 
| | ſiderable advantage both in marching and in, 
| | action. The pay of a common ſoldier is eight 
roſch, or fourteen.pence a week, and out. of. 
| this they are ſuppoſed to ſpend three pene in 

| waſhing, and in. materials for cleaning their! 
'l arms, for which they are much diſtinguiſhed :, 
| but they are allowed bread. _ / --- A 8 


p_ —{—_—_ «Aa * FI" 1 = 


S «+ @ kk a 


E 

t 
N 
r 
N. 
t 

f 
1 


.* 7 
22 


— 


* 


75 through Russ A 7z#t0 PfRSI4IA. 37 


As Sans Souci, or Without Care, is in the 
neighbourhood of Por/dam, Mr. Hanway in- 
dulged his curioſity in going to ſee that retreat, 
before he took his leave of the electorate of 
Brandenburg. The building ſeems intended as 
a ſummer-houſe and library to the palace of 
Pot/dam, from which it is about an Engliſb mile 
diſtant. It is ſituated upon an eminence, and 
commands a fine view of the town, and a ſmall 
branch of the Spree, which runs by the ſide of 
the gardens. - The apartments are moſtly on 
the ground floor, and are elegantly finiſhed. 
From the houſe to the lower part of the garden 
is a deſcent of about 120 yards, by fix ſeveral 
ranges of ſtone ſteps; and as many terraſſes, 
the ſides of which are all planted with vines, 
covered with glaſs to ſhelter them from the 
cold, and ſtanding full to the ſouth and ſouth- 
ealt ſun, the fruit is well ripened... The garden 
below has ſeveral fine ſtatues, particularly a 
Venus drawing a net, and a Diana with game; 
the pedeſtals of which are finely adorned with 
relievo. This garden is not half an Engl 
mile in length, and the eaſt end of it is ter- 
minated by an Egyptian pyramid, embelliſhed 
with hieroglyphics. The garden, however, has 
but little turf, and no gravel, and the ſandy 
walks rob it of half its beauty. 

On the 23d, of Auguſt, Mr. Hanway pro- 
ceeded through woods and ſandy plains to 
Britzen, which is the Pruſſian frontier. He 
then entered the electorate of Saxony, when 
the pleaſantneſs of the yerdure, and the rich- 
neſs of the ſoil, intermixed with groves, and 

Vor. XV. E covered 
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covered with herds of cattle, gave the idea of 
lenty, ſuperior to what is found in Branden- 
Surg; yet the œconomy, and happineſs of the 
Pruffians compenſate fo greatly for this inequa- 
lity, that many of the Saxons have taken re- 
fuge in Brandenburg, and for the fake of the 
government, chuſe the ſandy foil of that coun- 
try. Hence the towns built by the King of 
Pruſſia on his own frontiers, are almoſt entirely 
peopled by Saxons. | 
Our Author at length arrived at Vittenburg, 
a fortified town ſituated near the Elbe, famous 
for the manufactory of coarſe cloth: the wool 
in this country is remarkably good. Cloths 
are ſent hither from all parts to be dyed ; and 
the blues and greens commonly called Saxon, 
are beſt dyed here. In this place is an acade- 
my in which are about 700 ſtudents, and here 
is the Sokoleff church, a building of about 300 
years ſtanding, where Martin Luther firſt preach- 
cd the doctrine that occaſioned his leaving the 
 Romiſhreligion. In this church that great reform- 
er 1s alſo interred ; but has no other monument 
beſides a braſs plate with an inſcription, except 
his original portraitat length, painted on wood, 
and well preſerved, ſince the year 1540. The 
le here, as in moſt places where the Lu- 
theran religion prevails, have a ſtrong tincture 
of Romiſb ſuperſtition,” among other inſtances 
of which, the credulous ſay, that the devil vi- 
fited Luther in the library which now * 
to the academy; but that the reformer was ſo 
unpolite as to throw his ink-ſtand at him. 
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In paſſing through this electorate, Mr. Han- 
ay obſerved, that the richneſs of the ſoil did 
not ſeem to diminiſh oy of the inha- 
bitants. The country about chagen a- 
bounds with large ſtorks with black tails, and 
wings tipped with the ſame colour. On the 
25th he paſſed by Melferg, a hunting-palace 
belongitig to the King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, ſituated on an eminence near the vil- 
lage of Jingberg, about eight Engl miles from 
Dre/den. The avenue which leads to it is very 
long, and planted on each fide with wild cheſ- 
nut- trees: it has a good garden, and is en- 
compaſſed with woods, where the Elector takes 
ſuch delight in hunting the wild boar, that he 
ſometimes temains there three months 


ther. Hunting indeed, is the favourite diver- 


ſion of the Saxe court; but by this diverſion 
the induſtrious inhabitants are more diſtreſſed 
than the brutes. Above $0,000 head of deer 
are ſaid to range in the open-lands arid foreſts; 
and though they break into the corn fields of 
the ugg — dare not — one, under the 
penalty ing cond to the galleys. 
Theſe, with the wild hoars, are ſo great a nu- 
ſance, that the Sarong, ſays our Author, would 
ladly compound to ſupport a body of 9000 
ſoldiers extraordinary, on condition of having 
theſe animals reduced to half their preſent 
number, In eyery town of any note fifty of 
the inhabitants keep watch, five every night, 
by rotation, with bells ta frighten the deer, 
and defend their corn from theſe devouring 
enemies. 8 
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The peaſants of chis country carry proviſi- 
ons a great diſtance to market in wheelbar- 
rows, Which are well adapted for that purpoſe 
both in height: and other dimenſions. he 
wheel is bound with iron, and is both! 
and lighter than thoſe uſed in England. 
Draſden, the metropolis of this electorate, is 
ſituated in the midſt of a plain ſurrounded by 
Jofty hills about two leagues diſtant, the near- 
eſt of which are converted into vineyards, 
The city ſtands. on both fides the E/be, which 
are joined by a ſtone-bridge 540 ſeet long, and 
36 broad, containing 18 arches : but the paſſ- 
age over it being horizontal, takes off from 
that grand effect which a curve produces in 
thoſe ſtructures. Upon it is a brazen crucifix 
of curious workmanſhip. In this city are ſe- 
yeral ſquares and lofty ſtone buildings fix or 
ſeven ſtories high, which make an elegant ap- 
pearance, but are inferior in beauty to thoſe 
of Berlin; beſides, many of the ſtreets are nar- 
row. Near the entrance of the new city is an 
equeſtrian ſtatue of the late King Auguſtus II. 
erected on a lofty pedeſtal, ſaid to be made by 
a common ſmith, and as ſuch may be admired, 
though it has many capital defects, particu- 


— —— 


larly in the horſe's head. : 
The trade of Dry/Zen is very inconſiderable, 
the moſt important article is the filyer brought 
in ingots every ſifteen days from the mines near 
Fridburg, to the amount of about 20, ooo dol- 
lars, or 35001. This filver is immediately 
coined into florins of ſixteen groſch, which, 
with reſpect to the current money of bats, dri- 
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ers, Kc. is. worth ſeyen per cent. advance, and 
is therefore ſo ſpeedily conveyed into the 
neighbouring territories to be coined again, 


that it is next to impoſſible to obtain change 
in this money for a fingle louis d'or, in the or- 


; dinary commerce of the people. 


Among the other calamities under which 


this country labours, the jealouſy arifing from 
Tu on is none of the leaſt. The eſtabliſhed 


theran clergy, oppreſs the Calvaniſts, wha 
— obliged. to have net only all their marria- 
ges and burials, but even their chriſtenings 
CIT by Lutherans; while both think 


themſelves extremely injured by the counte- 


nance given at court to the Roman catholics, 


and they think it a groſs abſurdity for a pro- 


teſtant people to be governed by a Romiſh 
Prince; for according to the eſtabliſhed conſti- 
tution of Saxony, the Roman catholics can no 
more have a church in Dre/aen, than their E- 
lector, without being of the Romiſb church, 
can be King of Poland. A chapel, however, is 


connived at, by which is underſtood a private, 


or at leaſt a modeſt place of worſhip ; but 


what is called a Romiſp chapel here is a pom- 


pous ſtructure, ſa richly adorned with ſtatues 


and architecture, that art and expence ſeem to 


contend for the ſuperiority. Our Author ob- 
ſerves, that it was not then entirely completed. 
The furniture was intended to be of Saxon por- 
celain, the altar-piece and organ not excepted, 
and Mr, Henway ſaw ſome of the organ pipes 
in different pieces. 


E 3 | Mr, 
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Mr. Hantmay viſited the Grune Genvolbe, 2 
part of the royal palace conſiſting of ſeveral 
rooms filled with curioſities collefies at an im. 


menſe expence. 


The firſt chamber contains an hundred nan, 
but curious ſtatues, the greateſt part in braſs, 
Lag ef. an equeſtrian ſtatue of Auguſtus ll. 


of Poland, Frederic William the Great; 


| — the famous ſtatue in Berlin, Bubi XIV. 


Mercurie, Centauri, Ac. 

The ſccond chamber contains = variety of 
figures in ivory, and among others one of 
— offering up his ſon aac, with the 
angel deſcending, all of exquiſite workman- 
rt a fine crucifix; and a ſhip completely 

ed, the ropes repreſented with gold-wire. 
Werbe third contains a variety of figures in 
ſilver, in particular a args fountajn and four 
vaſes of great fize. 
The fourth. contains veſſels of pure geld and 
filver gilt. The * s of the room are of 
looking-glaſs. 
The fifth is a ſpacious room in which are 
many precious ſtones wrought with great art; 
a cup of Lapis Nephriticus ; a ſtatue of © Charles 
II. of England; a ball of cryſtal fix inches in 
diameter, without blemiſh ; a large goblet ſet 
round with the moſt curious and coſtly an- 
tiques ; ſeveral fine tables of Maſaic; the angel 
Michael vanquiſhing the devil, admirably = 


formed in wood, and coſt in England, w 


it was made 2500l. with a mukitade of cups, 
cryſtals, — of pearl, Se. wh 
£ 
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he fixth chamber is of precious ſtones, with 


a great variety of pearls ſet in a multiplicity of 
. forms ; 8s the royal crown, ſceptres, alls, &c. 
of the King and Queen, which are of falſe 
ſtones, the precious ones being taken out, and 
depoſited in the next chamber; his preſent 
Majeſty of Po/and curiouſly cut in onyx; a fine 
piece made of preeious ſtones repreſenting Je- 


-nas thrown into the fea. 


The ſeventh and eighth chambers containing 
jewels of immenſe value, are ſurrounded with 
glaſs caſes. Beſides the jewels of the regalia, 
and ſeveral dozen of coat and waiſtcoat dia- 
mond buttons, there is a brilliant as big as a 

erate ſized walnut, a green brilliant above 
an inch long; an onyx of inches, valued 
at 70,000 crowns; a gold cap repreſenting - 
Diana in a bath; but the greateſt. curioſity is 
an exact repreſentation of the throne of the 
Great Mogul, in filver figures, enamel- 
led in colours, and adorned with precious 
ſtones. There is a view of potentates bring- 
ing preſents, and falling proſtrate at the throne, 
with elephants, ſervants; ſoldiers and atten- 
Mr. Hanway having gratified his cariofi 
by the fight of this hs collection, — 
to take a view of the Kux/thammer, or Cabinet 
of Curioſities. . | . #745 
 'The firſt chamber contains a collection of 
prints from the commencement of the art of 
engraving to the preſent time. | 
he ſecond is the mineral gallery, in _ 
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is the earth of the different countries in the 
world, and ores of every denomination. 


The third contains petrefactions, n 


larly of wood, animals, &c: 


15 che fourth chamber, which is a very 


large one, are different kinds of wood and ve. 
.getables ; in particular there is a cabinet with 


350 {quares as big as the palm of a large hand, 
run in flat as drawers; of ſo many different 
kinds of wood. In this apartment are alſo the 
pictures of a man and his wife, who lived near 
Tamęſuar; the man was 18 5 years of age, 
and his wife 172. 

In the fifth chamber is a ſmall cabinet of 
ſkeletons, and other anatomical curioſities, 
The ſixth contains the ſkins of a variety of ani- 
mals ſtuffed. ; The ſeventh: has the ſkins of 
fiſhes ſtuffed. The eighth has a great quan- 
tity of different kinds of ſhells. In the ninth 
is a cabinet of about fix feet high, and four 
broad, every drawer of which has ſome natu- 
ral curioſity 3 in amber. In the tenth-is a grotto 
with ſprings. of water. In the eleventh are 
many Curioſities in coral. The twelfth con- 
rains the ſkeletons of lions, bears, &c. of a pro- 
digious ſize; and the ſtuffed ſkins of ſome ex- 
traordinary beaſts, particularly of a horſe, 
-whoſe mane 1s ſaid to be three ells and a half 
long, and his tail twelve ells and a half, Mr. 


 Hanway. did not meaſure either; but was ſa- 


tisfied with the greatneſs of the curioſity, from 
the apparent length of them. 

From theſe apartments Mr. Hanway was 
conducted to another at ſome diſtance, to = 
mod 4 
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model of Solomon's temple cut in cedar, as de- 
ſcribed in the Old Teſtament, with all its fur- 
niture. This piece coft 12,000 crowns. 

Our Author next took a view of the gallery 
of pictures, which is one of the fineſt in the 
world; part of the collection conſiſts of an hun- 
dred capital pieces, which are ſaid to be all 
originals, and to have coſt half a million of 
crowns. The whole collection conſiſts of above 
two thouſand pieces, the capital works of Ra- 
phael, Rubens, Corregio, and all the great maſ- 
ters. They are valued at between two and 
three millions of crowns, or near p oo, ooo I. 

Mr. Hanway next viſited the Chine/e palace, 
ſo called from the taſte of the building, and 
the furniture. It ſtands on the Ee, and com- 
mands a view of the bridge, and the Romi/b 
chapel. The ornaments of the architecture, 
and the relievo of the fronteſpiece, are in the 
Chineſe taſte ; but this is far from being an elegant 
ſtructure. It has fourteen rooms, in wich 
are a great number of leopards, wolves, bears, 
monkeys, ſquirrels, &c, ſome as big as the 
life with elephants and rhinoceroſes of the ſize 
of a dog. A prodigious variety of birds and 
fowl, with a curious collection of different 
flowers, all of Dre/zen porcelain. The Apoſ- 
tles near three feet high are in white porce- 
lain. There is a repreſentation of the cruci- 
fixion four or five feet high, with many other 
curious pieces: theſe laſt are intended for the 
Romiſh chapel.” A clock is preparing for the 
gallery in this palace, the bells whereof are 
of China : but the hammers muſt be of 3 

But 
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But what is moſt wonderful, here are forty- 
eight China vaſes, which appear to be of ng 
uſe, nor any ways extraordinary, except fot 
their great ſize, and yet the preſent EleQor's 
father, was ſo charmed with them, that he 
purchaſed them of the late King of Pruſſia, at 
the price of a whole regiment of dragoons. 

he King's gardens, though a e, want 
the deities afforded by an inequality 
of ground. The palace ſituated in them 3 
ſmall ; but the approach to it is by a grand 
avenue of a conſiderable length. field for 
tournaments is in the front, and behind is a 
fine piece of water. The gardens are on the 
ſides, and are adorned with a profuſion of mar- 
ble ſtatues, many of them bigger than the life, 
They ſhew the genius of the late King, who 
being intirely devoted to his amours, left them 
to 25 ages as monuments of his laſciviouſ- 
neſs. The orangery, which is in another part 


of the town, has four hundred orange- trees of 


a very large ſize, and many exotics. 8 

The palace of Count Brubl has been built 
at ſeveral times, and the apartments are ele- 
gant and richly furniſhed. They are adorned 
with luſtres of porcelain in beautiful figures; 
the tables have a variety of tea equlpages, and 
the figures of men and women, birds and 
beaſts of porcelain. The drawing- room is 
a e with looking-glaſs, and his cabinet 
urniſhed with enamels and crayons. | The 
houſe and gatdens belonging to it are ſituated 
on the Elle, near the Bri e, and command a 
pleaſant proſpect. Hi 
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the garden, is 220 feet long and well furniſh. 
ed with books: but what is moſt ftriking is 
the gallery of pictures, which though it does 
not contain a fourth part ſo many as the royal 

lery, is incomparably more magnificent, 
tis 156ells long, and the paintings are ſhewn 
to great advantage, by being ranged only on 


| one ſide, and fronted by lofty windows, that 
afford ſufficient light to ſhew the minuteſt 


beauties of this excellent collection. The pan- 
nels between che windows are of looking-glaſs, 
againſt which are placed ſtatues and buſts that 
have a grand effect. This Miniſter is per- 
haps the greateſt fap the world ever pro- 
duced, he has no leſs than three or four has. 
dred ſuits of rich cloaths, which are of all the 
brighteſt colours of the fineſt cloaths, velvets 
and filks, with all the different kinds of lace 
and embroidery that can be procured in the 


different parts of Europe, When he dreſſes, he 


calls for his book of. patterns, and chuſes the 


fuit that pleaſes his fancy for the day. This 


reat man is ſaid to have bought eſtates in Po- 
4 to the amount of twenty millions of flo- 
rins, or $33,333 1 Engliſh. 

It is pretended that there are 30,000 towns 
and villages in Saxony, of which fixty are to 
be ſeen from ſome eminences near Dreſden. 
They alſo reckon that the whole electorate has 
four millions of people; but our Author does 
not imagine that they amount to half that num- 
ber, eſpecially as they acknowledge that they 
have only two would fix hundred ecclefi- 
aſtics, nor were there then in Dre/den above 


48. The TRAVELS of J. Hanway; EV, 


Ottoman Port, and was now. Envoy and Pleni- 


a hundred and ten thouſand ſouls. The Ez 
lector's revenues amount to near 1, 575, oool. 
and the ſtanding forces of the electorate are 
enerally reckoned at between forty and fifty 
. men. The people are burthened 
with heavy taxes, and; the expences of the 
court are ſo great, that 6500 ducats are annually 
allowed for ſweetmeats, &c. which is near 
twice as much as the King of Pruſſia allows 
for his table. Yet Saxony 1s ſaid to owe forty 
millions of dollars, the intereſt of which: 1s 
not regularly paid; but his preſent Majeſty is 
ſo fond of curioſities, and particularly paint- 
ings, that our Author was told, he gave half 
a million of dollars, intended for part-of a pay- 
ment due to the King of Praſſia, for the Duke 
of Mogena's picture. | 
While Mr. Hanway was at Dre/den, he was, 
introduced to Mr. Calloen, who had been lately 
Ambaſſador from the United Prowinces to the 


potentiary to the King of Poland. He had re- 
ſided fome time in Eagland, and profeſſed him- 
ſelf an admirer, of our nation. Mr. Hanway' 
was at his table, in company with Polanderi, 
Ttalians, French and Germans. The converſa- 
tion at firſt turned upon Nadir Shah, after which 


this gentleman aſked our Author, which of the | 


countries he had ſeen, he thought moſt agree- 
able, and where a man of ſentiment would 
chuſe to live. Mr. Hanway modeſtly replied, 
that his knowledge of the world was very 
limitted; that he had ſeen a great deal of mi- 
ſery in one ſhape or other, in every 3 
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where he had been; but aſter a pauſe, deter- 
mined in favour of England. The company 
ſeemed ſurprized at his heſitation, and then 
gave their ſuffrage by a loud, but polite ap- 
plauſe : and many things were ſaid on this oc- 
caſion in favour of this happy ile. 

On the zoth of Auguſt Mr. Hanway left Dreſ- 
an, and travelled towards Me:i/jen. * He was 
delighted with the rural beauties of the coun- 
try; the corn-fields, gardens, meadow-lands, 
and. paſture produced a charming effect: the 
banks of the Elle were adorned with a 
great number of vineyards, and the induſtry of 
the people made them form the ſteepeſt hills 
into a number of terraſſes covered with vines. 
On approaching Meiſſen the valley grows nar- 
row, and part of the houſes of the banks of 

the Elbe, are built on rocks, which riſe perpen- 
dicular from the river, and form a very agree- 
able and romantic ſcene. The caſtle of Meiſſen, 
in which is the porcelain manufactory, is ſitu- 
ated on the weſtern bank of the Elie, three 
German miles from Dre/den, and is a large 
building, capable of ſome defence. Our Au- 
thor had an opportunity of being convinced of 
the ſecrecy with which this manufactory is con- 
ducted; for there is no admittance into the 
works without an order from the Governor of 
Dreſden; nor are the workmen ever ſeen with- 
out the gates; for they are all confined as pri- 
ſoners and ſubject to be arreſted, if they go 
without the walls: for this reaſon a chapel, 
and every thing neceſſary is provided within. 
The workmen amount to about 700, moſt of 
T1 (5) 4 F whom 


. Jonging to the King. The adjacent country 
zs proper for the ſport, and the King's dogs 


of yellow cloth laced with filver, is on theſe oc- 


| thoſe for the King, of crimſon in the ſame taſte. 


ne, and was then ready 
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whom have not above ten German crowns 2 
month, and the higheſt wages are forty ; ſothat 
the annual expence is not eſtimated at above 
$0,000 crowns. This manufacture being in- 
tirely on the King's account, he ſells annually to 
the valaue of 150, ooo and ſometimes 200,000 
crowns, or 35,0001. | : | 
Mr. Hanway paſſed the Elbe on a bridge, 
and after mounting a ſteep aſcent, entered a 
plain country, where the ſoil is rich and well 
cultivated, towns, woods, and paſture lands 
are agreeably intermixed, and unite to give an 
idea of riches and pleaſure ; yet the mhabi- 
tants are poor, for the taxes fall heavy on the 
labourers. N 
Mr. Hanway at length arrived at St. Hs- 
Bereſburg, another of the hunting palaces: be- 


and horſes are kept in order by being exer- 
ciſed twice a week. 'The hunting equipage of 
the Saxon court is the more gay, as an uniform 


caſions worn by every one who appears in the 
field. The palace is large, but not magnikf- 
cent, nor was it then intirely finiſhed. The 
rich apartments intended for the Queen are lin- 
ed with green damaſk laced with gold, and 


The dining-room, which is round, is an ele- 
gant apartment, and the 22 is of a good 

or the fine pictures 
that his Majeſty had marked from among his 
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CHAP. Xv. 


An Lecornt of Leipſic, and a ſuccindt View of 
the little Sovereignties of Anhalt Koethen, 
Anhalt Deſſau, ——_— and _ uit h 
42 Deſcription of the Cities 0 eburgh, 
La ns wor wed xg 2 the 3 of 
Saltzdahlen. A brief Account of the City of 
Hanover, and of the Palace of Herenhauſen. 


ON the 31ſt of Auguſt Mr. Hanway left &. 
Hubertſburg, and 8 along a pretty 
good road, paſſed by ſeveral towns and villages 
to Leipfic, one of the greateſt trading towns 
in Germany, though it has no river of conſe- 

e near it. Magdeburg, which is ſeated on 
the Elbe, is fourteen German miles and a half 
diftant, and merchandize is brought from Ham- 
ing by that channel. The wool which is col- 
lected in this city is an important article, and 
greatly contributes to the wealth of the citt- 
zens, who have ſome rich manufactures, and 
are much diſtinguiſhed for painted cloths in 
unitation of tapeſtry. Here are three- fairs, 
viz. on New Year's-day, Eafter, and Michael- 
nat; but now that of Zafer is the only one 
very conſiderable. To theſe fairs reſort the 
Poles, Hungarians, Bohemians, Pruſſians, peo- 
ple from all parts of Germany, the French, 
Laliant, and even Ruſſians, who all bring the 
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produce of their reſpective countries. But 
what has diſtinguiſhed Leipfc through a long 
ſeries of ages, is the liberty of conſcience 
granted to all people. Hence the inhabitants 
have been induſtrious in the cultivation of 
knowledge and moral improvement ; and 
Here is an univerſity, which is ſtill 'very con- 
fiderable. The inhabitants amount to about 
40,000 within the gates, and the ſuburbs are 
very populous. There are fix churches for 
the Lutherans, theirs being the eſtabliſhed re- 
ligion, one for the Ca/ven/?s, and a chapel for 
the Roman Catholics, which is in the caſtle. 
The fortifications ſeem rather calculated for 
the uſe of the inhabitants to walk on, than for 
defence. Theſe have four ſtone gates, and the 
citizens ſupport 200' ſoldiers. 'The city is of 
ſmall extent; but the houſes are very lofty. 
and have elegant fronts. The fireets are 
clean, commodious and agreeable, and there 
are two large ſquares which are uſed as markets. 
The city is ſurrounded with gardens, in par- 
ticular the Apel garden is in an excellent taſte, 
and adorned with ſtatues, which though very 
indifferent, are ſo ranged as to have a pleaſing 
effect. ä 
On the 2d of September Mr. Hanway depart- 
ed for Land/perg, and in the way had a di- 
Rant view of Hall, which is ſubject to Pruſ- 
fa, and famous for its univerſity, particularly 
for ſtudents in phyſic. At Landſperg he re- 
entered the Pryfian dominions; the paſlage 
from one ſovereignty to another being in thele Þ 
parts very frequent; and from thence * 
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years purchaſe is not on 
By the conſtitution of the empire, each of 
theſe princes is obliged to ſupport a hun- 
dred men in time of War, to defend the iber 
ties of the Empire. 
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-ceeded to the city of Koether, in the petty 
ſovereignty of the prince of Anhalt Nuerhen. 
This is a conſiderable place, the inhabitants 
amounting to about 15,000. They have three 
.charches, and the principal manufactory of 
gold and ſilver lace in all Germany. The peo- 
ple of the little independent ſovereignties of 
 Keethen, 1 Defſau, Binbarg; and Zerbft, in the 
opinion of SCaxoni, live in the land of Milk 
and Honey. Indeed theſe petty Princes poſ- 


ſeſs lands ſufficient for their expences : the 


tax on lands is 4 — which at twenty 
e ſhilling in the pound. 


In this town the Prince of bal Kaethen 


has a palace. He keeps a body of 250 men 


who are well cloathed, and his revenues are 


computed at 160,000 dollars. The ſecurity 


with which a perſon travels in this part of the 


world is very extraordinary. The people are 


ſober, and the duties of morality are taught 
not only by prieſts, but by parents, whence 
thefts and robheries in time of peace are hardly 


known among the Germans. 341 5 


On the 3d, Mr. Hanway. arrived -dt-Magde- 


burg, where are eight German Lutheran,. and 


two Calvin; churches. The: fortifications: of 
this city are very remarkable, and fared all 


over Europe. There are ſix deep foſſes, which, 


together with the lowneſs of the works, ren- 


ders the place very ſtrong. Magdeburg belongs 
CAN | F 3 to 
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to the King of Pruffia, and is alfo remarkable 
for its great magazines of merchandize brought 
from Hamburg on the Elbe which is very rapid. 
'Theſe goods are brought in flat-bottom'd boars; 
and from hence ſent by land to Liipfic, and other 
parts. Here are fourteen floating-mills for grind- 
„ with ſome manufactories, and re- 
kable buildings; and in the great ſquare is 
an antient ſtatue of the Emperor Oro, who is 
faid to have founded this city in the year 930. 
Mr. Hanway was yet in the Projfian demi. 
= — his poſtillion — _ $ 
by a parti way, to avoi in 
demanded on te road, an ane poſted at an 
avenue to prevent this practice, rode u - 
- ped his chariot, and ſelned one of het — 
as a treſpaſs : nor would he deſiſt, till our Au- 
thor aligkting with a piſtol in his hand, let 
him + that whatever fault the poſtillion 
committed, it could not poſſibly reach 
im, as he had paid for the horſes, according 
to the laws, was travelling under the 
tection of thoſe laws; and therefore if he 
preſumed to detain him, he would reſiſt him 
as à robber: upon which the officer thought 
proper to let him paſs. The German poſtillions 
wear the liveries of the countries to which 
* in Brandenburg they are blue, in 
4 — yellow. They uſe {mall French horns, 
and ſome of them play in no diſagreeable man- 
ner; but the mT make a ſhocking1 noiſe. 
He next came to Helmet, which belongs to 
the Duke of Brunfevic, and is ſurrounded with 
an old fortification. Here a 
61 a W 
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who are chiefly ſupported by the bounty of 
their ſovereign. From thence. he departed for 
Welfenbuttel, which is four long German miles 
farther : the road is good, but the country 
hilly, and the vallies abound in cattle. There 
are feveral groves of oaks, which being kept 
rſectly clean, have a fine effect. The inha- 
— of the towns and villages have the ap- 
6 of great health and eaſy circum- 
ſtances. -A few miles to the eaſtward of this 
road are ſeveral mines of iron, copper, filver, 
and ſome ſay gold. | | | | 
Mr. Hanway arrived at Walfenburtel after the 
gates were ſhut; but procured admiſſion. 
The fortifications are very neat and regular; 
but not calculated for an extraordinary de- 
fence. The houſes are low, but the ſtreets 
clean; and within the walls is an ancient pa- 
lace belonging to the Duke, which is rather 
convenient than grand; but it has ſeveral 


apartments well furniſhed, and two ſmall gal- 


leries of pictures. In the city are a good 
arſenal and a library, which laſt our Author 
declined ſeeing, from the opinion, that the 


fimple view of libraries, without examining 


their contents, is a more barren entertain- 
ment, than ſurveying the ſky without think- 


ing of him who made it. | 


The next day he travelled along a pleaſant 
road to Brunſ/wic, the walls of which are lofty, 
and the fortifications very conſiderable. Thi*- 
is the reſidence of the Duke of Wolfenburtel - 
his Majeſty the King of Grear Britain is a 
branch of that family, and takes the _ >= 
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Duke of Brun/wic. The Duke's forces in 
time of peace are eſtimated at 13,000 men; 
and yet the revenues of the country are ſaid 
not to exceed a million and a half of dollars, 
or 262,000 IJ. Theſe troops are clean, and 
cloathed much after the Pruſſian manner; but 
their arms are lighter, and their exerciſe not 
ſo exact. In the arſenal of the eity are about 
ſixty pieces of braſs, cannon, ſeveral cohorns 
and mortars, and ten pieces of large battering 
cannon of an enormous ſize, and a great quan- 
tity of ſmall arms. On the ramparts is a braſs 
mortar- piece made in 1411, which is ten feet 
'& . fix inches long, and nine feet two inches in 
diameter. It requires 32 pounds of powder, 
. and will carry a ball of 7 30 pounds weight to 
the diftance of 33, ooo paces, and throw a 
bomb of 1000 pounds weight. Here are ſe- 
veral churches, one of them is a very ancient 
gothic ſtructure, the cieling of which is orna- 
mented with twenty large paintings, repre- 
ſenting the Prophets of the Ola Teftament in 
- the clouds of Heaven, which give the edifice 
a a very ſolemn air. The high altar is of marble, 
- adorned with the ſtatues of the four Evangeliſts, 

and ſupported below by Maſes and Aaron. 

This branch of the houſe of Brunſevic is 
very numerous, conſiſting of near thirty per- 
ſons. Reople of diſtinction ſeldom leave this 
court without being extremely well ſatisfied 
with their reception, and in particular, Engliſb 
noblemen are well received when fhey occa- 
ſionally paſs that way. The Duke ſeems more 
fond of eaſe and happineſs, than of the an 
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of life, He generally appears in his coach with 
three other perſons of his family. His livery 
is yellow laced with a blue filk and ſilver 
aloon; behind his coach are uſually four 
ootmen ; two pages in blue cloth laced with 
flver run by its fides, and a ſingle ſervant in 
livery rides before to clear the way. 
His palace of Saltzdahlen is ſituated above 
2 German mile from Brun/ſavic, in a very mean 
village; but is worthy of being ſeen. The 
greateſt part of the edifice is of timber, and 
the rooms are moſtly lined with- painted cloth, 
which gives them an air of grandeur at a ſmall 
expence. Our Author here obſerved the mag- 
nificence of a ſovereign Prince reſtrained by 
z par ſimonious regard to ſmall revenues, and 
to the neceſſary ſupport of a family and an 
army. The garden is in no bad taſte; but 
the ſtatues are very mean. The gallery of 
pictures is a noble apartment, and contains 
many capital pieces done by the greateſt 
maſters. The left wing is furniſhed: in a gro- 
tefque taſte with China porcelain, ran — in 
an agreeable manner; another is filled with 
painted enamelled ware, great part of which 
is ſaid to be done by Raphael of Urbino, when 
be was enamoured of the potter's daughter. 
Among the pictures are ſeveral curious ori- 
ginals: thoſe that moſt ſtrucle our Au- 


thor, were Adam and Eve viewing Abel after 


his death, and pulling, open his eyes; this 
piece is by Strudel. Abrabam embracing his 
ſon after the trial which God had made of 
his faith ; piety and joy here ſeem to _— 
8 WII 


z The TRAVELS of J. Hanwar, E 
with each other, while his looks expreſs a ſe- 
raphic adoration : this ow is by Lieber. 
Peter delivered from prifon by the Angel, by 
Steinbeck : Judith and her attendant, an old 
woman, holding Holl;ferzes's head juſt cut off, 
the face appearing with ſome ſigns of life: 
Spinola, by Rubens : the famous Rembrandt, his 
wife and three children, in one piece, by him- 
ſelf: Cephalis and Procris, a very fine piece: 
the-Aſcenſion by Yaxgermen, which is inuch e- 
ſteemed: Lewis XIV. and his two miſtreſſes; 
Prince Eugene; the marriage of two Hel/azgerr, 
the young man and woman looking tenderly ar 
each other, while the parents are attentive to 
the notary who draws up the articles. L 
The datchy of Brunfeuic carries on a trade 

of ſome conſequence with Bohemia. The coun- 
try abounds in hops, that are eſteemed the 
beſt in Germany ; and has alſo great plenty of 
turnips, of the ſeed of which they make good oil. 

On Mr. Hanway's approaching the city of 
Hanover, it appeared at the diſtance of a long 
German mile, as if it Rood in the midſt of a 
wood. The King was then at Gheerd, a hunt- 
ing palace twenty-eight German miles from 
that city; and it is ſaid that twelve hundred 
| perſons may be accommodated in that palace. 

The woods are cut into viſtas, and are fo ex- 
tenfive that the trees, which had been blown 
in a late ſtorm, though computed at $0,000, 
could hardly be miſſed. © 

Hanover is in many reſpects a pleaſant city, 
and though it does not equal Berlin and Dre/- 
An, may be eſteemed elegant. It is a 
LA y 
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by the Lana, which is a branch of the Aller, 
that runs into the Veſer, and has conſequently 
a communication with Bremen ; but j6 fas no 
trade worth mentioning. The fortifications 
are not formidable, but the walks round them 
Are very a eable. | | . a 
The palace is ſituated on the banks of the 
Leina, and having ſuffered greatly by a fire, 
a conſiderable part of it had been rebuilt. It 
has ſeveral courts, and the rooms are grand and 
commodious :. this palace is moſt diſtinguiſhed 
by many of the rooms being hung with very 
rich tapeſtry. The opera houſe, and the thea- 
tre for the French comedians are both within 
the palace, and though antient, are commo- 
dious. The whole is rather” rich, decent and 
elegant, than very ſplendid. The guard is 
always mounted, and an open table kept, even 
when the King is not in his electoral domi- 
nions, at which time the adminiſtration, com- 
poſed of a council of ſtate, is conducted with 
the utmoſt dignity. During the whole winter 
a play is exhibited, and a concert performed 
twice a week; when the courtiers, without 
exception, take place according to their mili- 
tary. rank. The King's ſtables are magnifi- 
cent; and beſides his riding horſes, which 
were then abſent, they contained thirteen 
complete ſets of coach horſes, the moſt beau- 
tiful of their kind. | | 
The King's forces in the electorate in time 
of peace are ſaid to be twenty-four thouſand, 
and the revenues of the electorate are about 
four millions of dollars, or 300,000 J. à con- 
| ſiderable 
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ſiderable part of which ariſes from the ſilver 
mines. The number of inhabitants in the 
city: of Haxover hadly exceeds 50,000. 8 
But nothing excites the curioſity of travel- 
lers like the palace of Herenbauſen, ſituated 
about two Exgliſh miles to the north of the 
city. The way to it is through an agreeable 
avenue of trees, but the road is ſandy. How- 
ever, Mr. Hanway obſerves, that he dags not 
know whether he was more mortified or fur- 
prized to find that the building fell vaſtly ſhort 
of his expectations; for tho* in England it is 
ſaid, our hoſpitals are palaces, and our palaces 
more proper for hoſpitals, yet he had conceived 
the opinion that this palace, ſo much talked 
of, was indeed grand, and worthy of his Ma- 
zeſty. It was built in the year 1670, by Er- 
neſt Auguſtus the King's grandfather : the great- 
eſt part of it is of wood, and the apartments 
in general rather give the idea of a large an- 
cient manſion houſe belonging to a private 
gentleman in England, than of the palace of a 

reat monarch : but it has rich furniture and 
ſome good pictures. The garden however, is 
Juffly worthy of admiration. Mr. Hanwway 

ad ſeen none in Germany comparable to it, 
though it wants thoſe exquiſite charms, and 
that enchanting variety, capable of being pro- 
duced by an inequality of ground, of which 
we have numerous proofs in Great Britais. 
One fide of the garden has a narrow piece of 
water above a quarter of a mile in length. 
The walks, which are wide and ſpacious, are 
moſtly laid with gravel. The garden is divided 


into 
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into large ſquares and baſons, and in the in- 
termediate ſpaces are lofty 2 and or- 
chards; the whole has a grand effect, but in 
our Author's opinion, is not very rural. The 
ſtatues, which are moſtly of ſtone, do not 
appear to be of the firſt rank; but the jet eU 
erected in 1716 by Mr. Benſon, perhaps ex- 
ceeds any thing of the kind in the whole world: 
it throws the water ſeventy feet high, Here 
alſo, according to the German taſte, is a ſylvan 
theatre, on which are ſometimes exhibited 
plays and maſquerades : this theatre is adorned 
with ſtatues, and occaſionally illuminated in a 
grand taſte, | | | 
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Our Author proceeds to Zell, and from thence 10 
Hamburg and Bremen, which are deſcribed. 
He arrives at Amſterdam : @ Deſcription of 

- that City, and of the Manners of the Dutch: 

and alſo of Haerlem, Leyden, the Hague, 

Dort, Rotterdam and Helvoet, where Mr. 

Hanway embarks for England, and lands at 
Harwich, 


N the 15th of September Mr. Hanavay left 


1 Hanover, and proceeded to Zell. The 


chief production of the country near the road 
1s turf, which ſerves as fuel for the neighbour- 
ing inhabitants, In ſeveral places he obſerved 
about three feet from the ſurface of the earth, 
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the remains of ancient buildings, which the 
common people fooliſhly think have remained 
there ever fince the deluge. | 
Zell, which is ſubject to the houſe of Han 
wer, is a conſiderable fortified place. The 
alſo is fortified by a wall and a moat, 
and being ſituated on ap eminence, commands 
an extenſive proſpect. Here are four Lutheran 


churches, one Frexcb,.and one Dutch reformed 


church, and one for the Raman catholics. The 
houſes are moſtly mean, and built of wood, 
The town has a ſmall trade with Bremen by 
means of the river Aller. e 

From thence our Author travelled four 
German miles to ei ſſendorf, the greateſt part 
of the way appearing like a deſart, with only 
three or four mean villages; but there are 
flocks of ſheep, and a little corn, This elec- 
torate ſupplies the greateſt part of Germany 
with mutton, as Brandenburg and Weſtphalia 
produces hogs, and Hungary beef; but as each 
of theſe countries produces corn enough for 
its own conſumption, the trade in that article 
of commerce is very ſmall. On the 17th 
he reached Hamburg. The banks of the Elbe 
below that city, are in ſome places very high, 
and exhibit a delightful view of ſeveral {mall 
iſlands in the middle of the river, which is 
five or ſix Engliſb miles over. It is very un- 
lucky for travellers who are diſpoſed to enter- 
tain a good opinion of the electorate of Hano- 
wer, that the road from, the metropolis croſs 
the country to the Elbe, in the way to Ham- 
burg has ſo barren and deſolate an — 
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The diſtricts of Zell and Lunenburg are by no 
means ſcenes of pleaſure ; but at ſome diſtance 
from the road in Hanover, tis ſaid the lands 
are fertile and well peopled. 

 Hamburgh is a Hanſe-town of the greateſt 
importance of any in Europe; for its ſituation 
for trade, and the reputation of its laws, have 
long furniſhed it with opulent inhabitants. 
It Hands in the dutchy of Helſteia on the north 
fide of the Elbe, where that river forms many 
iſlands, and ſome part of the town is ſo low, 
that the inhabitants are much incommoded by 
the overflowing of the water, when there are 
high tides, and north-weſt winds. The houſes 
are ſtrong and lofty, and many of them ex- 
tremely neat ; but moſt of the ftreets are ſo 
narrow as hardly to ſuffer wheel- carriages to 
paſs each other : their coachmen are, however, 
remarkably dexterous. Indeed ſeventy: years 
ago coaches were hardly known among them ; 


but they are now very common. There are 


alſo many ſpacious ſtreets ; but theſe lying 
higher, and more detached from the water, 
are not ſo much frequented by wealthy mer- 
e 

This place is, wi to „what 
— is to Europe, 5 of the dif- 
terent produce and merchandize of the trading 
world. Many of the houſes are built on the 
very edge of the canals, ſo that ſhips may 
unload into their warehouſes. The number 
of veſſels of conſiderable burthen belonging to 
the town is computed at ſour hundred, of 
ich thirty of the 1 are employed * 
; 2- S 
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the trade to and from London. The Britih 
factory there is poſſeſſed of as diſtinguiſhed 
privileges, as any body of foreigners enjoy in 
any part of the commercial world. 

The fortifications of the town on the land 
ſide are conſidered as very ſtrong. The walk; 
round the ramparts extend about four Egli 
miles, and in moſt parts are very pleaſant. On 
the eaſt fide is a large piece of water formed 
by a ſmall river called the Alfter, within the 
walls, on which the town's people amuſe them- 
ſelves in the ſummer, by rowing about it, at- 
tended by bands of muſicians. The citizens 
have alſo ſeveral gardens on the banks of the 
Elbe and the Alfter, ſome of which: are agree- 
able; but being moſtly in the Dutch taſte, the 
are very ſmall, a kept in exquiſite order, 9 
as to appear rather like a puppet-ſhew, than a 
n x 
The city is divided into five pariſhes, in 
which are five capital churches. The Luthe- 
ran is the eſtabliſhed religion; but there 1s 
not a toleration as in London and Amſterdam : 
the Roman catholics are objects of great jea- 
louſy ; but the Jews, who ſupport themſelves 
by commerce and brokerage, are indulged. 
The government of the city is compoſed of 
four burgomaſters, twenty-four ſenators, four- 
teen of whom are choſen from among the mer- 
chants, and ten bred, to the ſtudy. of the law: 
there are alſo four ſindics or lawyers, who act 
as ſecretaries of ſtate, and under theſe are 
four real ſecretaries: beſides theſe, each of 
the pariſhes has three officers in the nature - 
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the tribunes of the people among the ancient 


Romans, and nothing of moment is reſolved on 
by the ſenate without their concurrence. The 
number of inhabitants may be reckoned at 


181,000, and the ſuburbs and adjacent villages 


contain half as many more. The manufactures 
of this place, except baking ſugar, and print- 
ing calicoes, are very inconſiderable. 
The better ſort of le are extremely 
affable, moſt of them having travelled ; but 


the women are very reſerved : they generally 


55 vailed with black ſilk, but when they 


have reaſon to entertain a favourable opinion 


of their own beauty, they wear them ſo as not 


to hide their faces. There is here no ap- 


pearance of ſtate and grandeur, their chief 


purſuit being trade. As there are no marks 
of regal authority to create a due ſubordina- 


tion, the eaſy circumſtances of the 19 
part of the inhabitants have introduced a ſpe- 


cies of inſolence peculiar to a republican ſtate, 


and the common people tread cloſe upon the 
heels of thoſe of higher rank : it is obſervable, 
that they have here introduced the cuſtom of 
giving money to ſervants, and thus, as in 
ome other countries, the domeſtic obligations 
of ſociety are converted into acts of venality. 
On the zoth of September our Author left 
Hamburg and arrived at Blankene/5, which is two 
ſhort German miles from that city, through a 
delightful road on the banks of the Elbe, 
which gives a fine and extenſive view of part 
of the Hanoverian dominions on the weſt, and 
of the Daniſh territories in Holſtein on the eaſt 
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of that river. There is no ſtage for poſt- 
horſes. The ferry is very ſmall for a wheel - 


Danes, they ſold it to the Elector of Hanover in 
1716; yet only a ſmall quarter of = 


carriage, and the ruſticity of the Daniſb boars 


is apt to create vexations; they veryarequent- 


ly ſtaying on ſhore to decide, by a certain 
me, who ſhall attend, the paſſenger.” The 


breadth of the river here is about an Engiif 
mile; and near the ſame diſtance up a creek 
s Crantæ, a mean village in the Hanowverian do- 
wminions. At this place there being no poſt, 
the peaſants are obliged to find horſes for paſ- 
ſengers at , a certain rate. Crantæ is but a 


mean place, though it extends above two 


Engliſ miles, It is built on the top of a 


high bank, intended to reſiſt the overflowing 


of the E/be, which ſometimes happens. The 


country abounds in meadow and corn lands. 


On the firſt of O&eber. Mr. Hanwway purſued 
his journey to Claſter-ſeven through an indifie- 
tent road. The country is but thinly inha- 

bited. From thence 1s three German miles to 
 Otterſberg, through a ſandy country; but as 

he approached. towards Bremen, he faund it 
much improved. Within an. Zngliþ mile of 

. Bremen, he took notice of three Ones, on 
Which were the arms of the Britiſp crown: 
theſe ſerve to mark out the boundaries of ite 


_ Hanoverian dominions. 


Bremen is ſituated on a plain on both ſides 
the river Veſer, over which it has a bridge. 
The dutchy in which it ſtands formerly belong- 
ed to the Swedes; but being conquered: by the 


town 
10 


| who th 
| utmoſt danger from the Swedes. But what is 
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in which ſtands a church called the Dome, is 
ſubject to that electorate. The reſt, with its 
territories, is free, and under its own laws and 


magiſtrates. Theſe are four hurgomaſters, and 


- twenty-four ſenators, choſen out of the citizens 
who profeſs Calveniſm, which is the eftabliſh- 
ed religion; and they have five churches for 
the citizens of that perſuaſion. 'The inhabi- 


tants are ſuppoſed to amount to 30,000 ; and 
one would imagine that they are extremely 
| vo soLI DEO GLORIA, or Glory to Gad alone, 


in large characters over their doors and 


windows, within doors and without. 


Moſt of the ſtreets are narrow ; but many 


- houſes make a good appearance, and the ſhops 


are well ſtocked with merchandize. The city 
has a town-houſe, an exchange, and water- 


works, by which it is ſupplied from the river. 
In the market-place is the figure of a Giant 


fourteen feet high cloathed in armour, ſaid to 
repreſent a General named Rowland or Royland, 
fay faved the city when it was in tlie 


moſt remarkable, is the great Dome, where 


the worſhip is performed after the Zatheran 


manner, the people of this perſuaſion bein 


almoſt as numerous as thoſe of the eſtabliſne 


religion. It is an antient gothic ſtruc- 


ture, reputed to be about 600 hundred years 
ö old, — 


bodies of ſeveral perſons ſaid to he depoſited in 


under it is g vault in which are the 


it 150 years before our Author was there, and 
had been diſcovered 40 years before that time 
to be entire. The linen in which they are 
| drefled, 
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dreſſed, is as light as tinder: their ſkins look 
black and parched, but their features are 
diſtinguiſhable : they are extremely light, and 
the coheſion of the parts are entire. The 
vault, which is about ſix feet below the ſur- 
face of the earth, and vaulted eight or nine 
feet high, appears to have nothing extraordi- 
nary, except that the air ſeems temperate, and 
the walls perfectly dry. A dead cat that was 
- accidentally thrown in through the window, 
was preſerved as well as the human bodies, 
The vault is not ſuffered to be cleaned, from 


the idle opinion that it may loſe its virtue. 


Several perſons have offered conſiderable ſums 


to have their bodies depoſited there, to which 


the prieſts object, alledging the ſentence of 
God, That man ſhall return to duſt. However, 
It is probable that the magiſtrates do not chuſe 
to indulge theſe perſons, as the Lutheran is not 
the eſtabliſhed. church; © | 


From Bremen is al cauſeway, the country 
being often covered with water. 'About a mile 


from the town, Mr. Hanway re-entered the 
- Hanoverian dominions, and after a journey of 
three long German miles, he arrived at Wilas/- 


Bauſen, a principal town, and the reſidence of 


the Great Bailiff of the diſtri, of which there 
are twenty-five in the Hanoverian territories. 


From thence he travelled to Hafſelune, 2 


W pretty agreeable town belonging to the Elector 


of Cologne. © Poverty and ſuperſtition here pre- 


vail, and there are crucifixes erected on almoſt 
every hilloc. He then came to Lingen in the 
circle of Neſiphalia. This town is ſubject to 


the 


— 
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| the King of Pruffa, and has a ſmall fortifica- 
7 tion, The breadth of the ſtreets and regula- 
rity of the houſes give the traveller a iriking 
* idea of that good order for which the Praſſians 
| are ſo much diſtinguiſhed. This town former- 
ly belonged to William III. King of England, 
and on his death devolved to the houſe of 
Brandenburg. | | 
On the 4th of Oober, our Author approach- _ 
ing the domimons of the United Provinces, ar- 
rived at Northorn, where the women appeared 
to be almoſt blinded with the ſmoke ariſing 
from the turf, which -they have here in great 
$ abundance, that part of the country producing 
1 ſcarce any thing elſe. The heaths preſerved 
f for the production of this fuel are larger than 
, is generally imagined, conſidering the ſmall 
extent of the dominions of the ſtates ; but ex- 
t cept theſe, the hand of induſtry appears in a 
very remarkable degree: the incloſure of mea- 


. - % hd ny wy” © 


* dows, corn land, and kitchen-gardens, plan- 
e tations of trees, and banks which are thrown 
e up for roads, demonſtrate the labour of the 
f peaſant, and at the ſame time afford an agree- 
{+ able proſpect. Their cows are red, and con- 
f ſituate their principal riches, by the great 
re quantity of butter and cheeſe they produce. 

The little towns he now paſſed through, be- 
a gan to exhibit that cleanlineſs for which the 
Ir Hollanders are ſo much diſtinguiſhed; ' The 
e- marriages of this country are performed with 
ſt a humourous ſolemnity : pillars and feſtoons 


1e of verdure, adorned with garlands and flowers 


70 The TRAVELS of J. Hanwar, Zh 


are prepared for the decorations of a nuptial 
feaſt at the houſes of the parties. 

From Northorn he came to Dawenter, a large 
city in the province of Owery/el, formerly 2 
hans- town; but now ſubject to the States. It 
ſtands on the river el, which bears veſſels of 
burthen. 'There is a large wooden bridge over 
it, which ſubjects the paſſenger to a heavy 
toll. This river runs into the Zayder Sea. The 
town is well fortified, and has a ſtrong garri- 
ſon ; the ſtreets and houſes are neat, and the 
ſhops well ſupplied with manufactures, aud 
other neceſſaries. It has a good inland trade ; 
but no manufactories. 
From hence is a regular poſt four German 
miles, to Foerthuſen, The Fa of the country 
is various. Near che midway i is Loo, a famous 
ſeat of the Prince of Orange. Yoorthy/en is a 
mean village, and the conntry has no agreea · 
ble aſpect. He thence proceeded to Amer/- 
fort two German miles; the firſt of which is 
through a ſandy country, where there is but 
little ln land, or 3 of rich in- 
habitants; but towards Owelach the country ap- 
pears worthy of the reputation it has in the 
world: here are large plantations of tobacco 
for the produce of Which the land is thrown 
up in ridges two feet high. The conſumption 
of this article in the United Provinces is very 
confiderable. T4 
| Amersfort is an ancient and conſiderable town 
in the province of Urrecht, on the ſmall river 
Eems, which runs into the Zuyder Sea. Here 
is a very large church that has an ks i 
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fet of chimes. The houſes and ftreets are re- 
markably clean ; but the manners of the peo- 
ple, are far from being equally delicate. They 
ew their ruſticity in an apparent contempt of 
rangers. This town is fupported by da- 
dry, and has a conſiderable trade in tobacco 
of its own growth. Many of the people wear 
wooden ſhoes, which are moſt convenient, for 
their brick floors and inceſſant waſhing. | 
From Amersfort Mr. Hanway departed for 
Naarden, which is about two German miles dif- 
tant. Here turnpikes are very numerous, and 
paſſengers are made to pay regularly in many 
places where there is no fence. About two 
Engliſh miles from Amer:fort is Soe/dyke, a - 
lace belonging to the Prince of Orange, that 
has a park fd to be eight Engl; miles in cir- 
. cumference. Being impatient to reach Anffer- 
k dam, he declined viſiting Utrecht: remarkable 
for a treaty that has blotted the annals of Eng- 
land, and aggrandized the houfe of Bourbon: 
but it is ſaid to be one of the moſt agreeable 
places, and as worthy the attention of 2 tra- 
veller as any in the United Provinces, 

The road to Naarden paſſes through regular 
Plantations of trees, and the country is well 
cultivated and inhabited. This is the bounda- 
ry of the province of Holland, and is ſituated 
near the Zuyder Sea. The fortifications are conſi- 
derable, being partly compoſed of a broad dou- 
ble moat filled from the ſea. From hence to 
Amſterdam is reckoned two German miles: the 
whole country conſiſts of paſtures and gardens 
that appear below the ſurface of the fea, it one 
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may judge from the hulls of ſhips on the was: 
ter. The road on the banks of the canals is 
made with great coſt ; and in the avenue to An- 
erdam 1s a cauſeway, which has ſmall villages 
and gardens belongingito the citizens on each 
* fide, that greatly beautify the face of this ar- 
tificial country. The gates of Anſterdam are 
ſhut at ſix in the evening, but are opened to 
paſſengers till ten for a ſtiver each perſon. - | 
The wonderful city of Am/erdam, as well as 
many other towns of the Netherlands, is a work 
of art and labour not inferior to the greateſt 
monuments of human induſtry in paſt ages, 
It is ſituated about 220 Erg/ie miles from 
London, and derives its name from the river 
Amſtel; it being formerly called 4m/teldam, or 
the dam of the Auſtel, which is the name ge- 
nerally given to it in authentic records. Our 
Author obſerves, that it was then reckoned 
about 400 years from its firſt beginning, and 
270 from its being encloſed with walls. In 
1570 the Dutch began to lay the foundation of 
their wealth and naval ſtrength. About twenty 
years before that time, they embraced the doc- 
| trines of Calvin, and being provoked by the 
— 14 oppreſſive meaſures of Romifh. bigotry, they 
ſhook off the. Spaniſb yoke. The Spaniards ex- 
1 erted themſelves upon this occaſion, from reli- 
4 gious, as well as political motives ; but they 
1 were unable to render that confederacy abor- 
1 tive, which at length united the Seven Provin- 
1 ces, and formed a powerful republic. 
1 About the year 1600 the love of liberty and 
gain cauſed ſuch a conflux of people uke, 
i that 
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that the walls were extended, and fince that 
time they have been farther enlarged, fo that 
they are now about three leagues in circum- 
ference. The city is generally eſteemed near 
one third as populace as London and Paris. 
Within the walls are reckoned 26,500 houſes, 
and about 240,000 inhabitants, beſides thoſe 
in the ſuburbs which are ſmall. The greateſt 
ſtrength of the place 1s in the difficulty of ac- 
ceſs both by ſea and land ; but the numerous 
ſhoals that render the entrance of the Texel dif- 
ficult, have not obſtructed the progreſs of com a 
merce. One remarkable proof of œconomy is 
obvious in the fortifications of the city ; for 
the baſtions, which are very numerous, have 
each a windmill. | 

Moſt of the ſtreets are extremely clean; but 
except thoſe that have canals, they are much- 
too narrow. However, they are rendered leſs 
incommodious by the hired coaches being ſet 
on ſledges drawn by one horſe. Merchandize 
is alſo drawn on fledges which are not only 
the moſt convenient vehicles for the inhabi- 
tants and their trade; but are calculated to 
preſerve the houſes, which being built on piles, 
might in time be damaged in their foundati- 
ons, by having a great number of wheel-car- 
riages. Gentlemen's coaches are however, for 
the moſt part ſet on wheels, but for this liberty 


they pay a conſiderable tax. The princip: y 


ſtreets, or rather quays of the canals, are agree. 
ably planted on each fide with trees ; but th, 
canals ſometimes ſmell very offenſively. Tl. 
houſes are rather neat than elegant or com. 
Vol. XV, H modious 
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fect of a luxurious and expenſive taſte. 
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modious : the nature of the climate renders it 
neceſſary to waſh them often: but the greateſt 


part of the people carry this kind of cleanlineſ 


ſo far as hardly to afford themſelves time for 
the neceſſary care of their perſons, : The en- 
trance of the houſes is generally by ſteps, which 
riſe four or five feet from the ground, and the 


. paſſage into the rooms, which runs very deep, 


1s floored and pannelled with marble, which 
has an air of grandure in miniature. They 
have much neat, and ſome. rich furniture, 
which ſeems rather occaſioned by an ancient 
Tuſtom of neatneſs and elegance, than the ef- 


Of all the buildings in Aaſterdum the town- 


-——:——— houſe is the moſt diſtinguiſhed. It is 282 feet 


in front, 23 deep, and. 116 high, exclufive 
of the cupola. It coſt three millions of guil- 
ders, or three hundred thouſand pounds ſter. 


ling, when money was more valuable than it is 


now, which will be leſs ſurpriſing, if we con- 
ſider that it is founded upon thirteen thouſand 
large piles. This is a very grand and, uſeful 


= «I, and yet is neither ele nor agree» 


able, It contains the offices and-tribunals for 
the execution of the laws in the ſeveral bran- 
ches of the military, as well as civil government. 
It is very obſervable that the entrance of this 
building is very mean; but had the doors been 
8 to the reſt of the edifice, cs 
ould have been more ſubject to be forc 
upon occaſion of thoſe tumultuous aſſemblies of 
the, people, that are not unfrequent in this 
country. The ſtadthouſe is guarded | in ow 
Us | {© | mn 
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night by a body of the wy tet who are thus 
charged with the care of the great reſervoir of 
the wealth of the United Provinces. In the lower 
apartments is the bank, in which is ſaid to be 
depoſited immenſe ſums. | | 
The exchange is two hundred and fifty feet 
long, and a hundred and forty broad; but it is 
much inferior in architecture and embelliſh- 
ment to that of London. It is ſupported by 
forty fix pillars which are marked with num- 
bers, and the merchants take their ſtands near 

articular pillars to be the more eaſily found. - 

he city is guarded by a militia of the bur- 

hers. Oy | 

The eſtabliſhed religion is that of Calvui- 
»1/m, for which there are eleven churches for 
the Dutch, one for the Engliſb, two for the 
Germans, and two for the French ; but the Ro- 
man Catholics are ſaid to have near thirty pla- 
ces of worſhip. Beſides theſe there are Luthe- 
rans and Bapriſts: the Jeaus are alſo numerous, 
and have their ſynagogues as in London; but 
none of theſe religions, except the Calvini/ts,are 
allowed the uſe of bells; and the States invali- 
date all marriages not performed accordiag to 
the rites of the eſtabliſhed church, unleſs the 
parties firſt engage themſelves in form before 
the civil magiſtrate, and then they may per- 
form the ceremony according to their reſpective 
religions. | 

Mr. Hanway paſſing over the 7, (which is 
alſo called the Ja,) to Sardam, had an oppor- 
tunity of obſerving the immenſe labour ſaved 
by the means of windmills. Here they ſaw 
H 2 timber 
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timber at a very eaſy rate; and he obſerved in 
one of theſe a tree eight or nine inches in dia- 
meter, ſawed into thirty-ſix boards, with great 
exactneſs. This occaſions their building ſhips 
cheaper than in other parts. They here grind 
woods and other materials for dying, make 
unpowder and paper, of which here are the 
ſt manufactories in Holland. Theſe mills 
are likewiſe employed in many other uſes. 
This work is performed by very few hands, 
and the women are employed as well as the 
men; which gives a lively idea of that induſtry 
and œconomy from which the United Provinces 
have derived their wealth. Many of theſe 
windmills are erected at a great expence, from 
their being built on . that 1s little better 
than a marſh. | | 
With reſpect to their dykes, the Durch have 
lately made great improvements: they now 
line many of their ſhores with large ſtones, 
The dyke to the Zuyder Sea is raiſed about 
ſixteen feet perpendicular, and goes off upon 
an eaſy ſlope. 'The ſtones are here regularly 
laid, and form an excellent defence againſt 
the water : but the dykes toward the north ſea 
are ſaid to be more lofty, and not to be ſup- 
ported but with piles at a great expence. 
The neighbourhood of a dreadful vulcano 
cannot render the fituation of the inhabitants 
more precarious than that of the Dutch is from 
the nature of their country. In ſpite of -their 
great ſkill and induſtry, the ocean has often 
paſt its boynds, and exhibited a lively picture 
of the general delyge, In 1530 a great * 
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of Zealand was overflow'd. In the ſame cen- 
tury ſeventy two villages on the coaſts of Hol- 
land and Friezland were ſwallowed up, and 
near 20,000 people periſhed ; and in 1665 an in- 
undation broke down the dyke of Muydenburg 
and laid the whole country round Naarden and 
many places in the province of Utrecht under 
water. The dyke between Amſterdam and Ha- 
erlem and many others were alſo broke: but the 
calamity was no ſooner over, than the inhabi- 


bitants, in a great meaſure, repaired the da- 


Amſterdam 1s a prodigious magazine of corn, 
wine, timber, and many other commodities 
imported from abroad; while the inhabitants 
excel in ſugar-baking, dying, bleaching of 
linen and wax, manufacturing of paper, ſail- 
cloth, and no inconſiderable quantity of filk 
and wool, Their herring and whale fiſheries 
produce immenſe riches, and their Eaft India 
trade 1s of the higheſt importance to them both 
in Europe and Afa, the article of ſpices alone 
is a mine of gold, which they have preſerved 
with more care and aſſiduity than if it were re- 
ally ſuch. | 
With reſpect to halance of trade between 
Great Britain and the United Provinces, the lin- 
nens, flax, ſail- cloth, haberdaſhery goods, ju- 
niper-berries, &c. which this nation take of the 
Dutch, greatly exceed in value the tobacco, 
coals, lead, and tin, they take of the Britiſb 
ſubjects. | | 

Though there are many Hollanders who think 
judiciouſly, and in ſome reſpects live elegantly, 
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the common people are extremely booriſh, Our 
Author obſerves, that he has ſeen a boatman in 
a great City, ſtrut up and down a room with 
his hat on, his hands on his hips, and, with a 
* careleſs air of inſolence, ſpit at the feet of a 
gentleman who was treating him with civility, 
and giving him an opportunity of getting a 
guinea for an inconſiderable ſervice. ' This 
they miſtake for liberty, while their knowledge 
is confined to the common means of gain, and 
the gratifications of the calls of nature. Cheeſe, 
beer, geneva, brandy, and tobacco are the joys. 
that — to crown the labours of the common 
people; but in their cups they are apt to mix 
cruelty with their ruſticity. 
Conſtant employment, coldneſs of complex - 
ion, and perhaps the nature of their food, may 
contribute to their being but little addicted to 
love. The women who are not of high rank, 
adorn their heads with gold-lace, and other of 
the like ornaments, but with more frugality 
than is generally practiſed in Germany. Ex- 
cept a few court ladies, they have not much 
taſte or delicacy in their manners. Some have 
good complexions ; but there are few beautiful: 
their teeth are in general bad, and moſt of their 
children are ſickly till che age of eight or ten. 
The women in this country ſeldom breed after 
they are thirty; and as the men are remarka- 
ble for wearing many breeches, the women in 
cold weather uſe pots with live coals of wood 
or turf ſet into boxes bored full of holes, and 
put under the petticoats : this is not only apt 
to make them old from the waiſt 5 
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before the time ordained by nature, hut the 
ſmell of the coals is offenſive. Thus there is 
a proverbial ſaying, that the dirtieſt piece of 
«« furniture in the houſe of a Dutchman is his 
« wife.” og — 

The revenues of Amferdam are reputed to be 
one fourth of what is paid by the Seven Provin- 
ces : they generally calculate two millions of 
people in the United Provinces, and two milli- 
ons __— at the loweſt computation, are an- 
nually paid in taxes. 

On the 16th of October, Mr. Hanway took 
his leave of Anſterdam, and embarking at Ha- 
erlem gate, took the roof or cabin of the Treck- 
ſcoot : theſe Rage boats are extremely commo- 
dious, as they ſet out at ſtated hours, and per- 
form their paſſage at a certain time almoſt to 
a minute. The Haerlem canal is bounded by 
meadow lands, ftocked with horned cattle : 
but there are not many houſes near the banks. 
In two hours and a half he reached Haerlem, a 
conſiderable town remarkable for its cleanneſs ; 
though its fortifications are in ſome parts only 
a brick wall. Here are twelve churches of 
which only four are of the eſtabliſhed religion, 
A little to the ſouth of this city is Haerlem 
Meer, which is a large lake ; but it abounding 
in ſhallows, and being much expoſed to the 
wind, the canal, is much preferable for the 

commerce with 4m/terdam. 7 

Mr. Hanway having made a ſhort ſtay at 
Haerlem, he embarked for Leyden, The banks 
of the canal to the laſt mentioned city are 
higher than thoſe of Hasrlem. Here the cows 
| | are 
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are covered with body cloaths, from the opi- 
nion that by keeping their backs warm, they 
give a greater quantity of milk ; arid the ſcene 
is diverſified by ſeveral country houſes, plan- 
tations of trees, and agreeable walks. The 
diſtance to Leyden is fifteen Engliſh miles, and 
he was exactly four hours on the way. This 
place is well known for its univerſity, which 
= ſtudents from all parts of Europe. The city 
3s neat and agreeable, and the gardens about it 
extremely fruitful ; but as moſt ather places 
in the United Provinces have too much water, 
this has not enough, nor has it ſuch a com- 
munication with the ſea as ta affard a proper 
motion by tides to keep the water ſweet. 
From Leyden our Author went in three hours 

to the Hague, which having no incloſure, is 
called a village. The ftreets are broad; ſeve. 
ral of them are without canals, and the houſes 
for the moſt part are extremely. well built. The 
number of coaches belonging to the noblemen 
and gentlemen, and the 8Y appearance in 
oint of dreſs, give a very different idea of life 

| from that of the trading cities. People here 
are more . polite and eaſy in their behaviour, 
than in other parts of Holland; the moſt conſi- 
derable perſons in Europe meeting there, as well 
as the aſſembly of the States ET which 


| alſo draws thither the greateſt part of the peo- 
ple of the firſt diſtinion. in the United Provin- 
cet. Indeed the Hague may. be conſidered ei- 
ther as a great city, or às à rural ſcene, the 
environs with which it is immediately incloſed 
being extremely delightful, while as is cuſ- 


tom ary 


— 


| 


through RuUs81A into PERSIA. 81 
tomary in great cities, they have plays and 
other amuſements, and at ſome diſtance a gar- 
den in imitation of Vauxhall. There are, how» 
ever, only two churches of any conſequence. 
On the 22d of October Mr. Hanway left the 
Hague and went to Delf?, a very ancient and 
pleaſant town ſurrounded by flat meadow - lands 
of conſiderable extent. This town, which is 
well known for its earthen-ware, is well peo- 
pled, the inhabitants being computed at above 
20, 200. | 

| Our Author went from thence to Rotterdam, 
which is hardly ſeven Engliſb miles diſtant, and 
may juſtly be eſteemed the next in rank to Am- 
flerdam. Indeed it has ſeveral advantages a- 
bove that city, particularly with reſpect to the 
ſouthern trade of Europe: beſides, the naviga- 
tion of the Maz/e, is more ſafe and commodi- 
ous than that of the Texel, and the air and wa- 
ter are better. The canals here being broad 
and deep, exhibit the view of a flouriſhing trade 
by conveying ſhips of burthen into the heart of 
the city. Among other public buildings is a 
very good exchange for the uſe of the mer- 
chants : but the moſt remarkable edifice is the 
great church of St. Laxwrence, in which are the 
monuments of ſeveral perſons of diſtinction, 
particularly of their moſt celebrated ſea officers: 
on the great bridge is the ſtatue of Eraſmus. 
There are in this city great magazines of Eaſt 
India goods, this city having a ſhare of that 
trade. The Britih factory is very conſidera- 
ble, and is moſtly compoſed of North Britons of 
the kirk of Scotland, who have a church here. 
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During the war in Flanders under the great 
Duke of Marlborough, an epiſcopal church was 
built by the contribution of the Eg officers, * 


merchants and mariners, and is ſaid to be the 


only regular epiſcopal church countenanced 
and eſtabliſhed, belonging to Brits ſubjects, 
out of the dominions of Great Britain. i 
On the 25th Mr. Hanway went down the 
Mae/ein a yacht to Halkuoet Sluys, the port from 
"whence the Harwich packet ſets out on Wed: | 
ne/days and Sundays, Though this is one of the 
beſt harbours in the United Provinces, yet the | 
town is very inconſiderable, it having only 
. three ſmall ſtreets and a quay which is of con- 
ſiderable extent, and borders a great part of 
the harbour. From this place may be ſeen the 
N ang of Goree to the ſouth, and Zealand to the 
north. N | 
Mr. Hanway had here the pleaſure to find a 
ſmall ſquadron with four yachts, belonging to 
the crown of Great Britain, under the command 
of Lord An/on, his Britannic Majeſty being ex- 
pected to embark in his return from Hanover, 
in a few days: a fight which gave him the 
more pleaſure, as he had not ſeen a Britiſp ſhip 
of war for near eight years before. He em- 
barked on board the packet ſoon after his ar- 
rival, and landed at Harwich on the 28th, af- 
tera paſlage of 24 hours, 
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be Author ſets out on his Travels, and ſails 
through the Thracian Boſphorus into the Euxine 
or Black Sea : he touches at Caffa, Donſlow, 
and Cape Cuodos ; gives a Deſcription of the 
Country of the Circaſſian Tartars, and thence 
proceeds to Iſgaour. An Account of the Manners, 
Cuftoms, and Religion of the Mingrehans, or 
ancient Colchians ; of the Principality of 
Guriel, and the Kingdom of Imeretta. 7 


Left Paris on the 197th of Auguſt 1671, 
1 to return to Pera, where the late King 
had by letters patent made me his merchant, 
and ordered me to procure many jewels of 
value, bis Majeſty having drawn with his own 


T This is a new tranſlation from the original 
French, | : 
hand, 
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hand, the models by which he would have 
them ſet. Mr. Raja; a gentleman of great 
integrity, who had been my companion in my 
former travels, engaged again in this trade, 
We ſpent fourteen months in the richeſt coun · 
tries of Europe, in ſearch of the largeſt ſtones, 
and the fineit wrought corals. We cauſed to 
1 be made the richeſt goldſmith's work, watches, 
and curious clocks, and beſides, took with us 
| | 12,000ducats in gol! 
— We travelled by the way of Milan, Venice 
| and Florence, and arriving at Leghorn, embarked 
B in a ſhip under a Dutch convoy; and failed to 
| Smyrna, which we reached on the 2d of March 
| 1672, and twelve days after arrived at Con- 
| antineple. In this city we remained four 
months; but in the mean while there happen- 
ing a quarrel between the Grand Vizier and 
| the French Ambaſſador, a report was ſpread, 
. that the former intended to arreſt, not only 
| the Ambaſſador, but all of the French nation in 
| 
; 
| 
| 


that city, when being afraid that our goods, 
. which ; bo very rich, would be ſeized, we 
endeavoured by all poſſible means to leave 
| | Conſtantinople, and to proceed on our journey 
Mm to Pera. The caravans in thoſe hot months 
15 did not travel; but the Porte being about to 
ſend a new Commander with ſoldiers, and the 
annual ſupply of money to the fort of Arxopb, 
on the lake Mzotis, we obtained a paſſage in 

a Turkiſh ſaick belonging to the fleet, and on 
the 27th of Jul embarked at a port in the 
Mracias Boſphorus 994 
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This-/treight, which is about fifteen miles in 
length, and in moſt parts about two in breadth, 
th ngh in others tt is lefs, is fo called, from 
ite being ſuppoſed that an ox may fwim over 
it. It is certainly one of the moſt delightful 
channels in the world; for the riſing ſhores 
1e covered with pleaſure-houſes, gardens, 
As, parks, and wilderneſſes, watered with 
a multitude of ſprings and fountains. - In fair 
weather the paſſage through it is rendered ex- 
ceeding diverting, from the great number of 
barks that are continually ſailing backwards 
and forwards; and the proſpect of Conſtanti- 
neple from the top of it at about two miles 
diſtance, is more charming than can be ima- 
gined. There are four caſtles well fortified 
with great guns, two of them oppoſite each 
other, eight miles from the Black Sea, and two 
at the mouth of the channel. 

On the 3d of Auguſt in the morning, we 
arrived at Caffa, a port in the Tauricus Cher- 
Jorefſus, a peninſula. fo called, from its being 
firſt inhabited by the Scyrhians of Mount Taurus, 
It is 35 leagnes from north to ſouth, and 55 
from eaſt to weſt. But the iſthmus that joins 
it to the continent is not above a league in 
breadth. It is inhabited by the Crim Tartars, 
who dwell in cities and towns, while their 
nerghbours the Nogays and Calmucs, dwell in 
tents, as the reſt do on the continent. 
 Caffa is a large town in Crim Tartary, built 
at the bottom of a hill, on the bank of the 
ſea, extending in length nearly from north 


to ſouth. It 1s ſurrounded with ſtrong walls, 
Vor. XV, 4 
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and has a caſtle at each of the two ends, which 
advance into the ſea, whence the town on 
being viewed from a veſſel in the harbour, 
appears to be built in the form of an half. 
moon. The caſtle to the ſouth is on an emi- 
nence, which commands all the parts about it : 
| tis very large, and the reſidence of the Bal : 
| the other is ſmaller, but is well provided with 
artillery. The houſes in the town are com- 
| puted at about 4000, of which about 3200 
| long to the Turks and Tartars, and the reſt 
| to the Greeks and Armenians ; they are ſmall, and 
L built of earth, as are alſa the moſques, bazars and 
- baths ; far it has not any edifice of ftone, if 
we except eight ancient ruinous churches 
'f erected by the Genoe/e ; the ſoil about it is 
| dry and ſandy, bearing little fruit, and the 
water is bad; but the air is very pure and 
wholeſome. All proviſions are very cheap 
| and good, - mutton being not above a farthing 
a pound, and other things in proportion. 
There is a great trade carried on here in ſalt- 
fiſh and caviare, which being taken out of the 
lake Mzotis, at 26 miles diſtance, in great 
quantities, are tranſported into Europe. The 
inhabitants alſo furniſh Conſtantinople and ſeve- 
ral other places, with corn, butter and ſalt; | 
for the Cafa butter is the beſt in all Tarky. 
On the zoth of AHuguſt we left Cafa in a 
* ſhip bound for Mingrelia, and the next day 
arrived at Don//oww, or the ſalt-pits, which are 
fituated on the ſhore 50 miles from Cafa. 
Here are great quantities of ſalt made by letting 
1 * ; m 
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in the ſea-water, and ſuffering it to congeal by 
the heat of the ſun. The people ſay, that 
200 veſſels are annually laden with this ſalt, 

ying only two ſhillings a day to thoſe who 
Pad it. About a mile from the ſhore is a 
village of the Tartars, where there is not 
above ten or twelve houſes with a little moſque, 
and round about it @ great number of tents 
with ſeveral waggons clefe covered, which 
ſerve them inflead of houſes. Some of theſe 
tents are handſome enough, being made of 
round poles, with others croſſing them, co- 
vered on the outſide with large felts drawn 
tight over them. They have a door of the 
ſame, and above a little window, to admit 
the light, and let out the ſmoke. The inſide 
is hung with "tapeſtry, and the floor alſo 
covered with it. Every family has not only 
one of theſe tents, but two others, covered 
with a large coarſe woollen cloth, one for the 
ſervants and kitchen, in which is a pit five 
feet deep to make a fire in for dreſſing their 
meat; the other tent is for their horſes and 
cattle. Their corn and forage they ſtore in 
9 under ground, which they cover ſo 
exactly that none can find them but themſelves, 
They can remove their tents with little trouble, 
and in a very ſhort time; on which oceaſion 
they carry them away in carts drawyn by horſes 
and oxen, of which they breed a great number. 
They profeſs the Mabometan religion; but in- 
termix it with ridiculous opinions of divi- 
nation. | 


12 From 
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14 From Donſbw we ſailed along the channel to 
Cape Cuodos, the Corocondama of Ptolemy, where 
1 the coaſts that bound the lake Mæotis, which 
are very mountainous are ſeen at thirty miles 
| diſtance. From Caffa to the ſtreights that 
| open into this lake, is 120 miles. The coun- 
try on both ſides is ſubje& to the Turks, and 
thinly inhabited by the Tartars, almoſt all the 
| coaſt being deſart. From the ſtreight to Min- 
grelia is reckoned. 600 miles along the ſhore, 
which conſiſts of pleaſant woods, thinly in- 
habited by the Circaffian ® Tartars, who are 
neither ſubje& nor tributary to ;the , Porte, 
The veſſels that come from Conſtantinople to 
Mingrelia trade with this people, but do it 
with their arms in their hands, and by hoſtages z 
for they are remarkable for their infidelity and 
perſidiouſneſs, and ſeldom fail to ſteal where- 
ever they find an opportunity. The trade with 
them is carried on by exchange; the Circaſtans 
bringing down ſlaves of all ages and ſexes, 
honey, wax, leather, jackals, and the ſkins 
of ſome beaſts, for ſuch commodities as they 
want. | | 
Circaſſia is a pleaſant and fertile country that 
1 produces great plenty of all ſorts of fruit with- 
out labour, as apples, pears, cherries and wal- 
nuts; but the chief wealth of the inhabitants 
conſiſts in cattle, as ſheep, whoſe wool 1s as 
fine as that of Spain, deer, goats, and well- 
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»The Turks call them Cherks; but they were 
named by the antients Zageans, or Mountaineers, 
and Pomponius Mela calls them Sargactians. 
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ſhaped horſes, ſo ſwift and ſtrong, that they 
will tire wild beaſts, and overtake: them in 
the chaſe. They ſow no grain but millet for 
their bread, and barley for their horſes, and 
their women till and manure the ground. 
Their drink is water and boza, which is a 
liquor made of mullet, as intoxicating as wine. 
They live in wooden huts, and go almoſt 
naked: their beds are made of ſheep-ſkins 
ſewed together, and ſtuffed with millet leaves 
beaten in the thraſhing as ſmall as oat. chaff. 
They were formerly Chriſtians: but now of no 
religion, except obſerving ſome ſuperſtitious 
ceremonies borrowed from the Chriftians and 
Mahometans ; and they are all ſworn enemies to 
thoſe who live in the provinces round about 
them. | | 
The Abcas border upon the Circaſſians, and 
poſſeſs about 100 miles on the coaſt between 
Mingrelia and Circaſſia. They are not ſo ſavage 
as the Circaſſians; but are as much inclined to 
robbery ; ſo that the merchants are obliged to 
take the ſame precautions in trading with 
them. They, like their neighbours, are in 
want of all the conveniences of life, and have 
nothing to exchange for them but human crea- 
tures, furs, the ſkins of deer and tygers, box- 
wood, wax and honey. *'' - 1 

On the |1oth of September we arrived at 
Izaour a port in Mingrelia, where all the veſſels 
lie that trade thither. It is a deſart place 
without any houſes ; the traders therefore build 
themſelves huts and booths of boughs for the 
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time of their ſtay which is uſually as long as 
they find themſelves ſafe from the A4bcas. | 
Colchis or Mzngrelia, is ſituated at the end 
of the Black Sea. It is bounded on the eaſt b 
the little kingdom of Imeretta; on the fourk 
by the Black Sea, and on the north by Mount 
Caucaſus. The rivers Codours and Rione * part 
it, the firſt from the 4bcas, and the other from 
Imeretta. Its 2 is about 110 miles, and 
its breadth 60. It was once fortified againſt 
the Abcas by a wall of 60 miles in length, 
which has been long ſince demoliſhed. 
The inhabitants of Caucaſus who border 
upon Colchis are the Alanes, Suancs, Giguea, 
Caracioles or Cara-cherks, that is, Black Cir- 
caſſiaus, ſo called by the Turks, not from their 
complexion, for they are eſteemed the fairett 
people upon earth ; but from their country, 
which is always darkened with clouds and fo 
They were anciently Chri/tians, but now hve 
by robbery and rapine, and profeſs no religion, 
having little beſides ſpeech that can intitle 
them to humanity. They are very tall and 


their ſavage diſpoſitions, they being the moſt 
reſolute aſſaſſins, and daring - robbers in the 
world. _. | | 

The ancient kingdom of Colchir was much 
larger than Mingrelia is at preſent, it extending 
on one fide to the lake Mcaortis, and to Tberia 


on the other. Its capital city named Colche:, 


* Two famous rivers in ancient hiſtory, called 
the Gorax and Phaſis. 
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was at the mouth of the Phaſs, a river to the 
weſt. The country is uneven, full of hills 
and mountains, valleys and plains: it is al- 
moſt covered with woods, except the manured 
lands, which are but few, and thoſe preſerved 
by grubbing up the roots that are continually 
ſpreading into them. The air is temperate 
with reſpect ta heat and cold, but as it rains 
almoſt continually, the wetneſs and warmth 
of the climate breed in ſummer the peſtilence, 
and ſeveral other diſeaſes. It abounds with 
rivers which deſcend from Mount Caucaſus, 
and fall into the Black Sea. The foil is very 
bad, and produces little corn or pulſe, and 
the fruits are without taſte and unwholeſome, 
except their vines, which thrive well, and 
roduce moſt excellent wine. Did the inha- 
itants know how to prepare it in a proper 
manner, it would be the beſt wine in the world. 
The vines encompaſs the trunks of the trees, 
and riſe to their very tops. In ſeed-time the 
earth is ſo moiſt, that they ſow their wheat 
and barley without plowing ; for they ſay, 
that ſhould they plow it, the land would be fo 
ſoft as not to be able to fupport the ſtalk. - For 
their other corn they plow their lands with 
plough-ſhares of wood, which in this moiſt 
foil, make as good furrows as iron. Their 
common grain is gomm, which is as ſmall as 
cortander ſeed, and reſembles miller. Of this 
they make a paſte, which they uſe for bread, 
and prefer it to wheat: this is not to be wonder- 
ed at, for it is very agreeable to the palate, 
and conducive to health, it being cooling and 
| laxative. 
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laxative. They have alſo great plenty of 
millet, ſome rice, with wheat and barley, 
which are very ſcarce. The people of quality 
eat wheaten bread as a rarity, but the meaner 
ſort ſeldom or never taſte it. 8 
The ordinary food of the country is beef 


and pork, of which laſt they have great plenty, 


and the beſt in the world. They have alſo 
goats fleſh ; but it is lean and ill taſted. Their 
veniſon is the hart, ſtag, and fallow deer. 
They have alſo wild boars and hares, all 
which are excellent food. They have par- 
tridges, pheaſants and quails in abundance, 
with ſome river fowl, and wild pigeons, which 
are good meat, and as big as crammed 
chickens : theſe pigeons they take in nets, and 
thus catch great numbers in ſummer. 

Their nobility ſpend their whole time in 
the field, uſing. hobbies, goſhawks,. &c. for 
their ſports, to catch water-fowl and phea- 
ſants; but the paſtime in which they moſt 


delight, is flying the falcon at the heron, which 


they catch only for the ſake of the tuft upon 
his crown, in order to put it upon their bon- 


nets, for they let him go again, when they 
have cut 1t off, that it may grow up afreſh, 


Mount Caucaſus produces a great number of 
wild beaſts, as lions, tygers, leopards, jackals 
and wolves; which laſt make great havock 


amongſt their cattle and horſes, and frequently 
diſturb the inhabitants in their houſes with 


their dreadful howlings. They have great 
numbers of very good horſes, almoſt every 
man keeping ſeveral of them; for they Ls 
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little or nothing, as they neither ſhoe them nor 
feed them with corn. They have no cities 
nor towns, except two by the ſea ſide; but 
their houſes, are ſo ſcattered up the country, 
that you can hardly travel a mile, without 
ſeeing three or four of them. There are nine 
or ten caſtles in the country, the chief of which 
where the Prince keeps his court, 1s called 
Rurs. This caſtle has a ſtone wall; but it is 
fo ſmall, and fo ill built, that it might be 
battered down by the leaft piece of artillery ; 
it has, however, ſome cannon, which the other 
caſtles have not. They are made in the fol- 
lowing manner : in the midſt of a thick wood 


the people build a ſtone tower thirty or forty 


feet high, capable of containing fifty or ſixty 
perſons. This tower is the place of ſtrength, 
where they ſhut up all the riches of the Lord, 
and of thoſe who put themſelves under his pro- 
tection. Near this tower are five or ſix others 
of wood, which ſerve for magazines of pro- 
viſions, and as places of retreat for the wives 
and children, in caſe of an attack. There 
are alſo ſeveral huts made of wood, others of 
branches of trees, and others of canes and 
reeds, The area in which they are encloſed is 
ſurrounded by a cloſe hedge, and by a wood, 
which is every where ſo thick, that it is im- 
poſſible to find theſe retreats but by the way 
eut to them, which is ſtopped up by trees, 
whenever they apprehend the approach of an 
enemy, | 
The houſes of the Mingrelians are built with 
timber, which they have in great plenty; * 
8 


04 Sir Jonx Cnarvin's TRAVELS 

the poorer ſort never raiſe them above one 
Kory, nor the rich above two. The lower 
rooms are always furniſhed with beds and 
couches, to lie down or fit upon, on account 
of the moiſture of the earth; but they are in- 
convenient, from their having neither windows 
nor chimnies, and their having but one room 
for the whole family, ſo that they all lie to- 


gether, and at night have alſo their cattle with 


them, 

The men are well ſhaped, and the women 
fo handſome, that they ſeem born to inſpire 
love; yet they all paint their faces, and par- 
ticularly their eyebrows. They dreſs them- 
ſelves in as ornamental a manner as they can, 
wearing a Perſian habit, and curling the hair. 
'They are witty, civil, and full of compliments; 
but, on the other hand, are proud, deceitful, 
cruel and libidinous. The men have alſo 
many miſchievous qualities; but that whick 
they moſt practiſe is theft, and this they make 
their employment and glory. They juſtify the 
lawfulneſs of having many wives, by ſaying 
that they bring them many children, which 
they can fell for ready money, or exchange 


for neceſſary conveniences ; yet when they 


have not the means of ſupporting them, they 
Hold it a piece of charity to murder new-born 
infants, and ſuch perſons as are fick and paſt 
recovery, becauſe by this means they free 
them from miſery. Adultery and inceſt, are 
ſcarce conſidered as crimes in Mingrelia; when 
a man catches another enjoying the embraces 
of his wife, he has a right to oblige him to 
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pay a hog ; he ſeldom takes any other method 
of revenge, and all the three commonly fit 
down to feaſt upon it, It is common for 
them to have two or three wives at a time. 

As the gentlemen have full power over the 
lives and eſtates of their tenants, they ſell 
or diſpoſe of their wives and - children as 
they think fit; beſides, every huſbandman 
is bound to furniſh his Lord with as muck 
corn, wine, cattle and other proviſions as is 
in his power. Thus his riches conkit in the 
number of his peaſants. The Lords decide 
the quarrels of their vaſſals : but when they 
themſelves are at variance, they determine the 
diſpate by arms, and therefore all go armed 
with a lance, bow and ſword. 

Their dreſs is very ſingular. All the men; 
except the eccleſiaſtics, ſuffer but little of their 
beard to grow. They ſhave the top of the 
head, leaving only a little hair over the fore- 
head, and down to their ears; and even that is 
clipped ſhort. They wear a bonnet of fine felt, 
which in winter is lined with fur; but they 
are in general ſo poor, that to prevent its 
being ſpoiled, they put it in their pocket when 
it rains, and go bareheaded. Thoſe in mean 
circumſtances go almoſt naked, and have in 
general only a covering of a triangular form; 
at one end of which is a hole, through which 
they put the head; this covering, which is of 
ſtrong felt, they turn to the fide whence comes 
the wind or the rain, Over their bodies they 
wear ſhirts which reach to their knees, and 
tuck into a ſtreight pair of breeches; but they 

\ never 
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never have above one ſhirt and one pair of 
breeches, which laſt them 'a year, and in all 
that time they never waſh the ſhirt above 
thrice ; however, once or twice a week they 
ſhake '3t for a certain purpoſe over the fire. 
'Their ſhoes, or rather ſandals, are made of 
the raw ſkin of a buffalo untanned, tied round 
the foot and faſtened with thongs of the ſame 
ſkins ; but when the ſnow lies thick on the 
earth,* they wear a kind of ſnow-ſhoes, which 
ſpreading much farther than the feet, prevent 
their ſinking into it, - 58 $8 1, tas 
The whole family, both males and females, 
eat together without diſtinction: the King with 
all his train to his very grooms, and the Queen 
with her maids and ſervants. In fair weather 
oy dine in the open court, and if it be cold, 
make a large fire; for wood colts them nothing. 
Upon working-days the ſervants have nothing 
but gomm, and the maſters pulſe, dried fiſh, 
or fleſh ; but on holidays, or when they make 
entertainments, if they have no veniſon they 
kill an ox, a cow, or a hog. Both the men 
and women are very preat drinkers, and at 
their feaſts, make their friends drink as much 
as they can. Their wine is drank unmixed, 
and beginning with pints they proceed to 
much greater quantities. The men at their 
merry meetings diſcourſe about their wars and 
robberies, and the women tell obſcene tales of 
their amours. | 
Mingrelia is but thinly peopled, which is oc- 
caſioned by their wars, and the vaſt numbers 
fold by the Nobility to the Per/ians and 1 
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All their trade is carried on by the way of 
barter ; for their money has no ſettled value. 
The current ſpecie are piaſtres, Dutch crowns, 
and abaſſis, which are made in Geergia, and 
bear the Perſian ſtamp, The revenues of the 
Prince of Mingrelia do not exceed 20, ooo 
crowns, which are raiſed by cuſtoms on goods 
exported and imported, by ſelling of flaves, 
and by impoſitions and fines. But this he lays 
up, for his ſlaves ſerve him for nothing, and 


his crown lands furniſh his court with more 


proviſions than he can ſpend, He is not able 
to raiſe above 4000 men fit to bear arms, and 


theſe are moſtly cavalry, for he has not above 


zoo foot. Theſe ſoldiers are not diſtributed 
into regiments, or companies. Each Lord and 
each Gentleman leads his men to battle with- 
out order, and without officers ; they follow 
him as well in flying, as in charging the ene - 
my. The Prince's court upon ſolemn feſtivals 
conſiſts of 200 Gentlemen, but upon other 
days of about 120. 

The religion of the Mingrelians or Colchians 
was formerly the ſame with the Greeks, they 
being converted according to Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtorians, by a ſlave in the reign of Con/tan- 
tine the Great. But the Mingrelians ſay, that 
St. Andrew preached among them in a place 
called Pigaitas, where a church now ſtands, 
whither the Cazholices, or Chief Biſhop, goes 
once in his life time to make the holy oil ; but 
yet I was unable to find a Mingrelian who knew 
what is meant by religion, by ſin, the ſacra- 
ment, or divine worſhip: for they are now 
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fallen into ſuch a profound abyſs of i — 


that they look upon the life eternal, the day 

judgment, and the reſurrection of the dead, as 
mere fables : their clergy perform ſcarcely any 
Eccleſiaſtical Duties; tor there is hardly one 
of them that can either write or read, and 
they have in a manner loſt the method of per- 
forming divine worſhip. They make a public 


profeſſion of foretelling things to come, and 


perſuade the people to believe that future 
events are revealed in their books. The Min- 
grelians are indeed ſo infatuated with this opi- 
nion, that as ſoon as any one is ſick, they call 
in the prieſt, not to pray for the patient; they 


have not the leaft notion of that; but for him 


to look in his book, to ſee whether the ſick 
will die of that diſeaſe, and for him to declare 
all its conſequences, The 59 then opens 
the book which he has brought with him, and 


having with great attention turned over all 


the leaves, pronounces with the voice of an 


oracle, that the Cati, for thus they call their 


images, is enraged againſt him, and has ſtruck 
him with a diſeaſe; that he will be ap- 
peaſed by a preſent; but if a one is 
not immediately made him, the patient will 
die. This preſent conſiſts in a goat, a hog, 
a cow, or the like, which the poor man, under 
the apprehenſion of death, immediately gives 
the prieſt, to offer to the image. | 

The Catholicos of Mingrelia, is not only 


the head of all the clergy of that country, but 


alſo of Abca, Guriel, Imeretta, and Mount 
Caucaſus; yet the Prince appoints or a 
"I TS” dim 
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him at his pleaſure. He has a very great re- 


venue; for he has 400 vaſſals under him, -who 


furniſh his houſe not only with the ncceſſaries, 
but with many of the ſuperfluities of life. . He 
ſells their children to the Turks, and when he 
viſits the dioceſſes under his juriſdiction, it is 
not to reform'the clergy or inſtruct the people, 
but to ſpoil them of their goods, and rake to- 

ther great ſums. He will not conſecrate a 
Pidop or leſs than 600 crowns, nor ſay a. maſs 
for the dead under 800, nor any other maſs 
under 100. His ſanctity conſiſts in abſtinence 
from fleſh and wine in lent, and in long prayers 
day and night; but he is ſo ignorant that he 
can hardly read his breviary and miſſal. He 
has fix Biſhops under him, who generally take 
no care of the ſouls of the people, nor ever 
viſit their churches and dioceſſes; but ſuffer 
the prieſts to live in ignorance, and the people 
to commit the groſſeſt crimes, They are 
chiefly employed in feaſting and banqueting, 
and are drunk almoſt every day. 'They are 
rich, but their principal revenues ariſe from 
the oppreſſion of their vaſſals, and their ſelling 
their wives and children, They, however, 
like the Greeet Biſhops, abſtain from fleſh : for 
they place the whole Chriſtian religion in faſt- 
ing, and think that almoſt the only duty they 
are obliged to perform. Their cathedral 1s 
pretty neatly kept, and well adorned with 
mages, which they embelliſh with gold and 
Jewels, believing that by this means they ſa- 
tisfy the divine juſtice, and atone for their 
ling, They are * in ſcarlet and 9 
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and alſo differ from the ſeculars in wearing 
their beards long, and their bonnets black, 
high and round. | 25 
The Mingrelian prieſts are very numerous, 
but are a miſerable ſort of creatures. They 
till their own grounds, and thoſe of their 
Lords, and are no leſs ſlaves than the ſeculars, 
nor have they any reſpe& ſhewed them, ex- 
cept when they bleſs the food at meals, or ſay 
maſs. 'Their pariſh churches have no bells, 
inſtead of which they call the people together 
by knocking with a great ſtick upon a board ; 


they are kept as naſty as ſtables, and the 


images are foul, broken and covered with 
duſt ;. yet the worſhip they pay to them is in 
the higheſt degree idolatrous, for they do not 
pay them a relative adoration ; but pay their 
devotions to the material ſubſtance. They 
worſhip ſuch moſt as are fineſt adorned, or 
famed for their cruelty, and if they ſwear by 
any of theſe, they will never break the oath. 
St. Giobas is one of their moſt formidable 
images, and him they will not approach near- 
er than where they can juſt ſee him, and leave 
their —.— at that diſtance; for they pre- 
tend that he kills all who approach him. 
They have no value for any of the Romiſ 
Saints except St. George, to whom they pay 
the higheſt reverence, as do the Georgian. 


Their maſs is after the Greet manner. Their 


cup or chalice is a goblet of wood; the cover 
is of the ſame materials, and their patten is a 
wooden diſh. They never ſay maſs in lent, 
but on Saturdays and Sundays; fox they _ 
1 3 
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that the communion ſpoils their faſting. They 
conſecrate either leaven or unleavened bread 
without any difference, and mix no water with 
the wine, _ it is very ſtrong. They 
annoint the foreheads of their children as ſoon 
as they are born with their holy oil, and bap- 
tize them by immerſion ; but this. is never 
performed till they are able to make a feaſt for 
the prieſt, godfathers and gueſts, Their mar- 
riages are a contract by way of bargain and 
ſale; for the parents agree upon the price with 
the perſon Who deſires her; and here the price 
of a woman who has been divorced is the 
loweſt ; for a widow more is demanded ; but 
for a maid moſt of all. When the bargain is 
once made, the young man may keep company 
with the woman till the money is paid, and it 
is no ſcandal if ſhe is with child by him. If 
any one has married a barren woman, or one 
of an ill diſpoſition, they hold it not only 
lawful, but requiſite to divorce her. They 
obſerve almoſt the ſame faſts as the Greeks, for 
they keep the four great Lents: the firſt before 
Eafter, which is 48 days; that before Chrift- 
mas which is 40 days; St. Peter's faſt, which is 
near a month, and the laſt obſerved by the 
Eaſtern Chriſtians in honour of the Virgin 
Mary, which continues 15 days. They make 
the ſign of the croſs when they drink wine and 
eat pork ; but not as any mark of Chriſtiænity. 
Their prayers are all addreſſed to their idols 
for their temporal benefits, as their own proſ- 
perity and the ruin of their enemies. They 


offer ſacrifices, obſerve no Sabbath, and ab- 
K 3 ſtain 
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ſtain from work only at the feſtivals of Chrif. 
mas and Eafter,, which they celebrate no other - 
wiſe, than by eating and drinking in their 
houſes to exceſs. Their greateſt feſtivals are 
when the image of a faint is carried through 
their country, upon which occaſion they put 
on their beſt cloaths, make a great feaſt, and 
provide a preſent for the idol. 


In mourning for the dead, the women gnaſh 
their teeth, rend their garments, tear their hair 
and fleſh, beat their breaſts, and make - dread- 
ful lamentations. The men tear their cloaths, 
ſhave their heads and faces, and likewiſe beat 
their breaſts. The mourning laſts 40 days, on 
the ten firſt of which it is accompanied with the 
moſt extravagant ſigns of grief; which then 

radually diminiſhes till the red when the 
body is interred. A feaſt is then made for all 
the relations and friends, and for all who came 
to weep. The Biſhop ſays maſs, and after- 
Wards S claim to every thing that belonged 
to the deceaſed, his horſes, cloaths, arms, 
money, if he had any, and every thing of the 
Game Lind. Far death is the ruin of the fa- 
milies of the Mingre/ians, But when a Biſhop 
dies, the Prince ſays the maſs for the dead on 
the fortieth day of mourning, and takes all his 
moveable goods. 

It muſt not be omitted that theſe people 
have certain Monks of the order of St. Bat, 
who wear the habit, and live after the manner 
of the Greek Monks. They have black bon- 
nets, eat no fleſh, and ſuffer their hair to grow, 

but mind nothing of religion, except obſerving 


their 
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their faſts with t exactneſs. They have 
alſo Nuns of the ſame order, who obſerve their 
faſts, and wear a black veil, but they have no 
nunneries, nor are under any vows, but quit 
the habit whenever they pleaſe. 

The neighbouring nations live and act in al- 
moſt all reſpects after the ſame manner, only 
thoſe who live near Perſia and Turky are more 
civilized. 

On the confines of Mingrelia lie the princi- 
pality of Guriel and the kingdom of Imeretta, 
the former 1s very ſmall, it bordering upon 
Ineretta on the north, upon Mount Cax- 


caſus on the eaſt, upon Mingrelia on the weſt, 


and upon the Black Sea on the ſouth. It lies 
along the ſea ſhore from the river Rione to the 
caſtle Gonze, which is held by the Tarks. The 
inhabitants are of the ſame diſpoſition and ir- 
regularity of manners as the Mingrelians, they 
having they ſame inclinations to lewdneſs, rob- 
bery and murder. 

The kingdom of Imeretta, the Theria of the 
ancients, is ſomething bigger than the country 
of Guriel, and is encompaſſed by Mount Cau- 
caſus, Mingrelia, the Black Sea, the principality 
of Guriel, and part of Georgia. It 1s 26 miles 
long and 60 in — ; it is full of woods and 


mountains like Mingrelia, but the valleys are 


more pleaſant, and the plains more fertile, they 

roducing corn, pulſe, cattle, and a variety of 

erbs. There are ſome iron mines in the coun- 

try, and ſome money current among the peo- 

ple, which is coined in the kingdom. They 

have alſo ſeveral towns; but their a 
an 
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and cuſtoms differ but little from the Mingre- 
lians, The King has three good caſtles, one 
called Scander, ſeated on the fide of a valley, 
and two on Mount Cauca/us, called Regia and 
Scorgia, which, from their ſituation, are al- 
moſt inacceſſible. The fortreſs of Cotatis was 
once in the juriſdiction of this Prince; but is 
now in the poſſeſſion of the Turks. 

The people of Guriel, Mingrelia and Abca, 
were ſubject to the King of Imeretta, after they 
had all four freed themſelves from the power 
of the Emperors, firſt of Conſtantinople, and 
then of Trebiſond; but in the laſt century ſet- 
ting up for themſelves, they become involved 
in continual wars, till calling in the aſſiſtance 
of the Turks, they were all made tributary to 
them. The King of Imeretta pays a tribute 
of 80 boys and girls from 10 to 20 years of 


age. The Prince of Guriel pays 46 children of 
both ſexes, and the Prince of Mingrelia 60, ooo 
ells of linnen cloth made in that country. The 
Abcas, however, ſeldom paid any thing at firſt, 
and now pay nothing, 1 
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A Deſcription of I/gavur. A War breaks out, and 
@ Trade is carried on in Slawes. The Author 
proceeds to the Village of Anarghia, and from 
thence to Sipias, the Reſidence of ſome Theatine 


Monks, where he is wifited and invited to Din- 
ner by a Mingrelian Princeſs. 


S ſoon as our veſſel had entered the road 
of Igacur, I landed with the Greet mer- 
chant who conducted me, with the hopes of 
finding houſes, ſome proviſions and aſſiſtance; 
but I was much deceived. The inhabitants 
had fenced round a place, a hundred paces from 
the ſhore, 250 long, and 50 broad; this was 
the grand market of Mingrelia. It had a ſtreet 
formed of about a hundred little huts on each 
ſide ; built of branches of trees tied together, 
Each merchant took one, in which he lay, and 
there ſold ſuch commodities, as he hoped to 
diſpoſe of in two or three days time : thoſe 
they bought, and thoſe they had no probabi- 
lity of ſelling immediately, were kept on board 
the ſhips, No refreſhments were to be had 
in the market, nor was there a peaſant's houſe 
in its neighbourhood. At this I was equal'y 
ſurpriſed and afflicted, for our proviſions were 
almoſt. conſumed, and nothing was to be ſold 
by the natives, but ſlaves 5 together, 

| There 
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There were about a dozen naked wretches, who 
with their bows and arrows in their hands 
ſtruck every one with terror; theſe were the 
officers of the cuſtoms, But my ſurprize and 
affliction were much encreaſed, on my being 


informed that the Turi, and the Prince of Gu. 


riel had taken up arms againſt the Mingreliant 
and begun the war by plundering the houſes of 
their neighbours, and carrying off them, and 
their cattle, wherever they found them. _ 
On my taking the reſolution to go into Min- 
elia, IJ had depended greatly on the Theatine 
— who have a houſe 40 miles by land 
from {/gaour, where I was told I might live in 
ſafety, and that they would ſpeedily procure 
me a paſlage into Perfia. I therefore ſent an 
expreſs with a letter to the Prefect of the mil- 
ſion, and .;eturned on board much dejected. 
Two days after a number of peaſants who 
| fled from the enemy paſſed by Kare and 
raiſed a great alarm; by reporting that the 46- 
cas, whom the Prince of Mingrelia had called 
to his aſſiſtance againſt the Turks, plundered and 
burnt every thing befbre them; and carried off 
all the men and beaſts that fell into their hands. 
Adding, that they were already near the port. 
All were now in a hurry to carry their effect; 
on board. Each of the commanders of the 
ſhips landed two pieces of cannon, and the men 
were under arms all night: but the next day 
they reimbarked, chuſing rather to abandon 
the wool, ſalt, earthen ware, and other mer- 
chandize, they had not been able to bring on 


board, than to expoſe themſelyes to the Ange 
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of falling into the hands of the AB. About 
ten at night, we ſaw all the market in a flame, 
e the next morning, ſome men landing, they 
ound nothing but the remains of the confla- 
gration. | 
| I now endeavoured to buy from the maſters 
of the ſhips as much proviſions as poſſible ; but 
all I could purchaſe from the ſeveral merchants 
was 60 pounds of biſcuit, a little pulſe, eight 
pounds of butter, and twelve pounds of rice 
This was but little for ſix perſons; but g 
management made it laſt longer than I could 
have imagined. We had, however, dried fiſh 
in abundance, and ſcarce eat any thing elle ; 
I was wonderfully delighted when I had pre- 
vailed on my men to make a meal without 
bread. | 

At length hearing no news of the Prefect, 
1 and not being able to gueſs the reaſon, I in- 
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6 formed my men of the neceſſity we were under 
4 that one of them ſhould go to him; becauſe 
F none but he could ſecure ys from the evils with 


which we were threatened, or deliver us from 
f thoſe we endured, and that were encreaſing 
every day. My valet offered to undertake the 
journey. I therefore gave him letters and pre- 
ſents for the Prefect and his brethren, and he 
ſet out on this expedition. | 
5 On the morning of the àth of October my 
valet returned, bringing with him the Prefect, 


* 70 Zampy. I immediately ran to embrace 
* im, when he cried, “ God forgive thoſe who 
r have adviſed you, Sir, to conte hither: you 


6© Ire 


who was a native of Mantua, called Don Maria 
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« are arrived at the moſt barbarous country in 


« the world; and the beft ſtep you can take, 
« js to return to Conſtantinople by the firſt op- 
portunity.“ The joy we had conceived at 
ſeeing this prieſt was damped by this diſcourſe, 
I took him into my cabin, and there with my 
comrade deliberated on what was to be done. 
He told us that he was come to ſerve us to the 
utmoſt of his power ; that he would take us to 
his houſe if we defired it: but that he had no 


' bread ; that now no proviſions were to be had; 


that the air of the country, was unhealthy, and 
the people more wicked than it was poſſible 
to imagine. I told him that I had a letter of 
recommendation to the Prince of Mingrelia; 
but he replied that he was as great a villain, 
and as baſe a robber as any of his ſubjects: and 


then added, that if after this notice I was re- 


folved to venture, he would do all in his power 
to preſerve our perſons and baggage, and pro- 
cure us a ſafe paſſage into Pera. 

I did not ſtay to deliberate on what the fa- 
ther had repreſented ; the evils with which 1 
was threatened in Mingrelia were future, and 1 
hoped to avoid them : but thoſe I ſuffered were 


preſent, they filled my imagination, and my 


eart ſunk under them. I therefore repreſent- 
ed to him,” that whatever misfortunes might 
happen to us in Mingrelia, they muſt be leſs 
than thoſe of returning to Cafa, by which we 
muſt | infallibly periſh, and this opinion 1 
ſtrengthened by many reafons, He was ſoon 


convinced by my arguments, and now only con- 


fulted on the manner in which we ſhould tra. 
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rel. The barque wherein he had come down 
the river with my valet, was proper for our 

urpoſe. It was freighted for going and com- 
ing: we therefore embarked in it with all our 
baggage, and I gave the value of an hundred 
crowns in goods to father Zampy, who knew 
the price ſet upon it, and was to buy it for me. 
The baggage being embarked before noon, 
we immediately ſet ſail. I was filled with joy 
at leaving the ſhip, where I could not endure 
the ſtink, nor bear the ſight of the infamous 
commerce carried on in it. It was become a 
priſon for ſlaves, in which the men and boys 
were chained two and two every night, and 
looſened every morning. The war of Mingre- 
lia was of advantage to our merchants, who' 
bought the booty and ſlaves taken by the 45-. 
cas, who were now continually coming on 
board, to exchange them for arms, cloaths, . 
and other commodities. A Greek merchant 
whoſe cabbin was next to mine; bought a 
woman and her ſucking child for twelve 
crowns :- the woman was twenty-five years of 
age; her face was extremely beautiful; her 
cin had the whiteneſs of the lilly; and I ne- 
ver ſaw a finer breaſt or a rounder neck. This 
lovely woman filled me at the ſame time with 
ſuch envy and compaſſion, that giving her a 
dejected look, I ſaid to myſelf, Unhappy beau- 
ty, thou ſhouldeſt not ereate theſe uneaſy ſen- 
ſations was I in another ſtate, and did I not 
find myſelf on the point of falling into greater 
miſeries, if there can be greater, than that of 
being a ſlave. What ſurprized me moſt, was 
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to ſee that theſe miſerable creatures were not 
dejected, and that they appeared inſenſible of 
the miſery of their condition. As ſoon as they 
were bought, their rags were taken of; they 
were dreſſed in new linen habits, and ſet to 
work ; the men and boys in doing ſomething 
about the ſhip, and the women in ſewing. 
But to proceed: we had a pretty good wind, 
and our Jittle barque adyanced both with fails 
and oars. During the voyage, I agreed with 
father Zampy on the means to prevent our fall- 
ing into the hands of the enemy, and of being 
ja al plundered nor aſſaſſinated by the Min- 
"ELLANS, | , [33 
At midnight we arrived at the entrance of 
the Aſtelphus, one df the greateſt rivers in Min 
grelia, and called by the natives Lazgur, where 
ſtopping, we ſent two of our mariners to Aner- 
bia, to enquire after the enemy, and to ſee if 
= inhabitants had not fled, . Anarghia is a 
village two miles from the ſea, and the moſt 
conſiderable place in all Mingrelia. It confiſts 
of about a hundred houſes; toy they are fo far 
diſtant from each other, that it is two miles 
from the firſt to the laſt. There are always 
Turks in that village to purchaſe ſlaves, and 
e to carry them off. It is ſaid ta be built 
on th. — where anciently ſtaod the great 
city of aclea. * 0 | zi 35 
_ The next morying befare: day, the two ma- 
riners returned with: the news that the Abcar 
had been no nearer than within fifteen miles 
of Anarglia, and that every thing there was as 
uſual. Father Zampy cauſed the men * 
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hard, in order to arrive early at that villages 
that we might all land without being ſeen. 
This happened according tour wiſhes. We 
went to lodge with a peaſant who had the beft 
accommodations of any in the place; and as 
we had many cheſts, the largeſt of which was 


full of books, father Zampy adviſed me to open 


it as ſoon as we were at our lodgings, under 
the pretence of looking for ſomething, to. pre- 
vent their imagining that theſe cheſts were 
filled with treaſares; he at the ſame time pro- 
poſed my pretending to be a religious, and 
that we had brought nothing with us but books, 
1 followed this advice, The people of the 
houſe were aſtoniſhed at ſeeing ſo large a cheſt 
thus filled, and I believe imagined that the con- 
tents of the others were the ſame. | 

On the gth of Odober a lay Theatine, who 


Was phyſician and furgeon to all Mingrelia, 


came to ſee ns. The acceſs which his art gave 


him to the houſes of the Prince and of all the 


Great, had raiſed his vanity. I received and 
treated him in a manner that flattered his pride, 
and in return he gave me a thouſand affurances 
of his protection and aſſiſtance. Some days af 
ter he came to inform us that the Abcas had re- 
turned home; and had carried off 1200 per- 
ſons, much cattle, and a great booty 


then told father Zampy that we might all go to 


their houſe at Sipiat, and that the Prince and 


Catholicos had ordered him to tell me and nty 


comrade, that we were welcome, and that they 


would grant us men and horſes to conduct as 
* L 2 into 


city of proviſions, but ha 


ſent of ſome trifles. 


obſerving, that I ſhould meet with 
that order in Georgia. To ſupport this cha- 
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into Georgia. Upon receiving this agreeable 
news, we reſolved to ſet out the next day. 


While we ſtaid at Anargbia we had no ſcar- 

Fi plenty of fowl, hogs 
and goats, which my men exchanged for nee- 
dles, thread, combs and knives. We had every 


thing very cheap, and this being the time of 
vintage, we had wine in plenty, and nothing 
was ſcarce but bread. There was a . widow 
2 of quality at Anargbia, whoſe huſband 
ha 


ad been Vizir to the Prince. Father Zampy 
condufted me to her, and I made her a pre- 
In order to obtain others, 
ſhe ſent me every day a cake of bread that 


weighed about half a pound, with ſome other 
refreſhments : thus one day ſhe ſent a hog, a- 


nother day a cake of wax, another ſome ho- 


ney, another a pheaſant, and on ſending theſe 


ſhe always begged for ſome trifles, as knives, 


ſciſſars, and ribbons ; ſhe made me pay double 
the price of her preſents, One day ſhe paid 
me a viſit, when ſhe was extremely obliging, 


but made many demands, | 
Father Zampy made me paſs for a ca _ 
me 


racter, I dreſſed as meanly as poſſible, and af- 
fefted poverty on all occaſions. I ated my 
part well enough, but the conduct of my ſer- 
vants prevented my impoſing on the people: 
for they broke all my meaſures by their cook- 
ery, and bought the yowm_ delicacies let them 
colt what they would. Fm" 
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On the 14th we ſet out two hours before day 
for Auargbia, and proceeded two leagues up 
the river Aſtolphur, after which we landed our 
baggage, and with 1t loaded fix ſmall carts : 
beſides two others filled with the proviſions 
bought by father Zampy. Theſe eight carts 
made a great noiſe ; for the Mingrelians were 
not accuſtomed to ſee ſuch a quaniity of goods 
at a time, In leſs than two days the whole 
country was informed that ſome Europeans were 
arrived who had eight carts loaded with their 
baggage. We proceeded four leagues and a 
half by land, and arrived in the evening at 
Sipias. ; Us 

Sipias is the name of two churches, one of 
them a pariſh church of the Mingrelians, and 
the other helonging to the Theatines, an order 
of Fryars who firſt came into Mingrelia in 1627, 
when. they were admitted as phyſicians, and 
a piece of land given them, on which they 
built ſeveral wooden houſes after the manner of 


the country, ſome with only the ground floor, 


and others with a room above. Each of the 
Fryars have one of theſe houſes to dwell in; 
for they are all ſeparate; the ſmalleſt are for 
their ſlaves, and two families of peaſants who 
are their tenants ; but though they have good 
employment as phyſicians, none will embrace 
their religion, the very ſlaves refuſing to com- 
municate with them: for they will not allow 
the Europeans to be Chriſtians, becauſe they have 
neither ſo many faſts as they, nor are afraid 


of images. IS 
L 3 On 
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On the 18th the Princeſs of Mingrelia came 
to the Theatines, She was on horſeback at. 
tended by about ten men and eight women, 
very badly cloathed, and ill mounted, with 
ſeveral men on foot who ſtood about her horſe, 
Father Zampy went immediately to receive her, 
when ſhe told him, that ſhe had heard there 
were ſome Europeans in his houſe,” Who had 
brought a great quantity of baggage : that ſhe 
was glad of it, and deſired to fee them, in or- 
der toitell them that they were welcome: | 
was then inſtantly called, and father Zampy 
tald me, that I muſt make her a preſent, ſince 
it was the cuſtom to pay in this manner for the 
viſits of a Prince and Princeſs. Being told 
that I ſpoke the Turkiſh and Perfian tongues, 
ſhe called a flave who knew the Turkiſh, and 
aſked: me a thouſand, queſtions about my rank, 
and; my voyage. I told her that I was a Ca- 
puchin. She cauſed me to he aſked, if I was 
in love? if I had ever been in love? how it 
happened that I had never been in love? and 
how did to live without a woman? She car- 
ned on this converſation: with great vivacity, 
and all: her retinue were very merry upon it: 
hut for my part, I was much dejected, and 
would have been glad of che abſence both of 
the Princeſs and her train; whom I every mo- 
ment feared would pillage our lodgings; for 
ſhe aſked three times to ſee what I had — 
but father Zampy promiſing to bring ber t 
uſual preſent the next — departed, ſeem- 
Ing well ſatisfied, | GE. 
0 * * The 


en WW - 1 VvVIF EM WH © ©, var = = TW YyÞ I FTES ET 


TT E VC 'S. 4. "Id "S 


-”— Vw ry OG” A — 2 


through Minonttta i Prat. 175 
The next morning the ſent to invite me to 
dinner. She was at a houfe only two miles 
from ours; but did not hve with the Prince, 
who had a great diſlike to her, having been 
forced to marry her. I found her better dreſſed 
than the day before. She was painted, and 
ſeemed to endeavour to appear lovely ; ſhe was 
clothed in gold brocade, and had jewels in her 
head-dreſs. She ſat on a carpet, with nine or 
ten women by her fide, and near her were ma- 
ny ſhabby fellows half naked, who compoſed 
her court. They aſked for my preſent for the 
Princeſs, before they ſuffered me to enter. It 
was brought by my ſervant, who delivered it 
to them, and conſiſted of caſes of knives, ſciſſars 
and other things which coft about 20 8. and 
was worth above 3 1. in Mingrelia. The Prin- 
ceſs was ſatisſied, and ſuffered me to enter after 
having ſeen them. Near her was a bench, on 
which the ſlave who ſpoke Turtiſp deſired me 
to ſit. She firſt told me, that ſhe would have 
me marry one of her friends, and that I ſhould 
not leave that country; for ſhe would give me 
houſes, lands, and ſlaves. But a ſtop was put 
to her diſcourſe, by one coming to inform her 
that dinner was ready. | 
The houſe in which ſhe lived was in the midſt 


of five others, each at a hundred paces diſtance, 


Before one of them was a raiſed place built 
with wood - eighteen inches high, over which 
was a ſmall dome. Here a carpet being ſpread, 
the Princeſs ſeated herſelf upon it, as did her 
women at four paces diſtance on other carpets. 
The ſhabby wretches who compoſed her _ 
p ; an 
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and were about fifty in number, ſeated them. 
ſelves round on the graſs. There were two 
benches near the place raiſed for the Princeſs, 
one of which ſerved the Theatines and me for 
a ſeat, and the other for a table. When the 
Princeſs was ſeated, a long painted cloth was 
laid before her, and at one end of it was placed 
two large and two ſmall flagons, four plates, 
and eight cups of different ſizes, with a ſilver 
baſon, ewer, and ſkimmer. Other ſervants at 
the ſame time laid boards before thoſe who 
were ſeated, to ſerve as tables; and one was 
alſo put before the women, This being done, 
two kettles were brought in and placed in the 
middle, one of them, which was very large, 
was carnied by four men, and was full of com- 
mon gomm; the other, which was ſmaller, was 
brought in by two, and was full of white 
gomm. This gomm was a kind of paſte,of which 
the Mingrelians make the ſame uſe as we do of 
bread, Two other men brought in upon 3 
kind of bier, a hog boiled whole, and four 
others entered with a. large pitcher of wine, 
The Princeſs was ſerved firit, then her women, 
then us, and afterwards her attendants. The 
Princeſs was alſo ſerved with a wooden bowl of 
gomm, and ſome herbs, and with a ſilver diſh, 
in which were two fowls, one boiled, and the 
other roaſted ; but both of them had very diſ- 
reeable ſauce. The Princeſs ſent me a part 
of the bread and ſallad, and cauſed me to be 
told, that I ſhould ſtay ſupper, and that ſhe 
would kill an ox but this was mere compli- 
ment. A little after ſhe ſent me two piexe? " 
; o. 
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fowl, and aſked with a loud voice, why there 
never came into Mingrelia any of the European 
artificers who work fo well in metals, ſilk, 
and wool, and why there only came Monks 
who had no buſineſs there, and whom they 
did not want. It is eaſy to gueſs at the con- 
fuſion into which this queſtion muſt throw the 
r Theatines who were preſent. I anſwered, 
that the artificers of Europe laboured only for 
ain, and having employment enough there, 
Fad no inclination to go farther ; but that the 
Religious having in view the glory of God, 
and the ſalvation of ſouls, theſe great con- 
cerns induced them to leave their country, and 
travel ſo far. 7 | 
The repaſt laſted about two hours ; when it 
was half ended, the Princeſs ſent me a cup of 
wine, and cauſed me to be told, that it was 
the wine ſhe herſelf uſed, and the cup out of 
| which ' ſhe drank. Three times the did me 
cis honour, and was much ſurprized to ſee 
me mix water with my wine, ſaying, ſhe had 
| never ſeen that done before. Indeed, ſhe and 
| her women drank it unmixed in great quanti- 
| ties. Dinner being ended, ſhe ſent to en- 
quire if I had brought any ſpices or china- 
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ware; ſhe alſo aſked me for a variety of things, 
and finding that I had none to give her, ſhe 
at laſt grew angry, and ſaid ſhe would ſend to 
examine my goods ; but though I was much 
frighted, I anſwered, ſhe might do it when- 
ever ſhe pleaſed ; to which ſhe replied, that 
ſhe was only in jeſt. However, as ſoon as | 
we roſe from table, I entreated one of the | 

| T heatines | 
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Theatines who had accompanied me, to mat 
all poſſible haſte to my comrade, and tell him 
what the Princeſs ſaid, in order that he might 
per are for all events. After dinner ſhe again 

* of the marriage, and faid ſhe would 
Gon ſhew me the woman ſhe would give me; 
but I replied as before, that M never 
marry, and was going to take my leave; when 
unhappily, ſhe perceived under the mean frock 
J wore, that I had whiter and finer linen than 
what they had in Mingrelia. She came up to me; 
took me by the hand ; pulled up my fleeve to 
my elbow, and held me for ſome time by the 
arm, talking all the while in a low voice to 
her women. I was extremely embaraſſed, and 


what gave me moſt pain was, my not knowing 


what ſhe faid, though I could perceive. by her 


geſtures, that ſhe was talking earneſtly about 
me. I was ata loſs how to behave in public 
to a woman who had at the ſame time the title 


of Sovereign, and the impudence of a pro- 
ſtitute, 


But ſhe ſoon threw me into a greater 
conſternation ; for going up to father Zampy, 
ſhe ſaid, you both deceive me : you ſhall come 
again on Sznday morning, and this ſtranger 
ſhall ſay maſs. The father was going to re- 

ly; but the Princeſs turned. her back, and 

id us go home. 3 * dh 
LI returned to our lodging very ſad and pen. 
ſive“; the Princeſs's avarice made me appre. 


* The reader will form a better idea of Sir John 
Chardin's conſternation at being ordered to fay 
maſs, when he knows that he was not only no 
prieſt ;- but. that he was a Caluinfl, 5 
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zend ſhe would do me ſome ill turn; and 
father Zampy told me, that he was jinfallibly 
certain of it. I therefore the ſame night 
cauſed a pit five feet deep to be dug in 155 
apartment, in which I put a cheſt that con- 
tained a clock, and a box of coral; this was 
ſo well buried, that there was not left the leaſt 
ſign of the ground having been opened. I 
then went into the church with the ſame de- 
ſign, when father Zampy adviſed me to open 
the grave of a Theatine who had been buried 
fix years before, and to depoſite among his 
aſhes a ſmall caſket I was willing to conceal z 
but happily I choſe to bury this caſket, in 
which was 12,000 gold ducats, in a corner of 
the church behind the door, for which pur- 
poſe I made a deep pit like the former. L 
afterwards concealed in the roof oyer the cham- 
ber where J lodged, a ſabre and a poniard ſet 
with precious ſtones. My comrade and.I kept 
about us what was of the leaſt weight and the 
greateſt value, and ſuch things as were not 
worth a great deal, we gave the Theatznes ta 
keep for ns. | | _ 5 
On the 23d after dinner, a perſon came in 
to inform father Zampy that there were twa 
gentlemen at the door who aſked for him, 
Theſe gentlemen, who were neighbours, were 
on horſeback, and had with them thirty men, 
horſe and foot, well armed. My comrade and 
I were immediately called. I could not pene- 
trate into their defign ; but I knew it too 
oon; for on our coming up to them, they 
cauſed us to be Teized and tied by their men; 
TIEN telling 
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telling the Prefect, and the other Theatines who 
came to ſalute them, that if they ſtirred, they 
would kill them. The Prefect being ſeized, 
with fear fled; the others, however, would 
not leave us, and the Lay- brother not only 
made uſe of all his intereſt in our behalf; but 
though a ſword was held up to his neck, he 
would not abandon us. Our ſervants were 
immediately ſeized, and one of them making 
reſiſtance, and defending himſelf with a knife, 
was thrown down, and tied to a tree. They 
then declared, that they would ſee what trea« 
ſures we had. To which I replied, that they 
muſt do as they pleaſed ; we were poor Ca- 
puchins, and all our wealth conſiſted in books, 
papers, and a few ordinary goods, which, if 
they would offer us no violence, we would ſhew 
them. This anſwer ſucceeded, they untied 
me, and bid me open my chamber door. 

We had kept about us, as I have. already 
obſerved, our moſt precious jewels ; my com- 
rade had ſewed his in the neck of à cloſe 
coat lined with fur ; but I had made mine up 
into two ſmall packets, which I had hid in 
my cheſt among my books; not daring to 
carry them about me for fear of being robbed 
or aſſaſſinated on their account. I therefore 
defired my comrade and the Lay-brother to 
take the two gentlemen aſide, and to amuſe 
them by offering a little, money, in order to 
give me time to take the two valuable packets 
out of my cheſt, and to conceal them in ano- 
ther place. They did ſo; I entered my cham- 
ber, and ſhut myſelf in. The gentlemen 
| ps ſuſpected 
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ſaſpected my deſign, and went to the door, 
which I had faſtened on the inſide: when my 
comrade bid me, in a low voice, be on my 


guard, as they watched me through the cracks : 


this made me ſnatch the two packets out of the 
thatch in which I had already concealed them, 
for fear they had ſeen me put them there. I 
then put them in my pocket, and ſeeing that 
the villains were breaking open the door, I 
threw myſelf out of the window into the gar- 
den. In a leſs preſſing neceſſity I would not 
have made that leap on any conſideration ; but 
a mind ſeized with fear, dreads nothing but 
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the firſt object of its apprehenſions: I ran to 
the bottom of the garden, and threw the two 


packets into a thicket of briars ; but was in 
ſuch confuſion, that I did not with: ſufficient 
care obſerve the place where I put them. 


which I found full of theſe robbers, ſome of 
whom were ſtruggling with my companion, 
while others were beating with their weapons 
on my cheſts, to break them open. Knowing 


that there was now nothing in them of great 


value, I took courage, and bid them take care 
what they did, as I was ſeat for by the Kin 
of Perſia, and that the Prince of Georgia woul 
take a ſevere revenge for the violence that was 


— 
* 


I immediately returned to my chamber, 


offered me. I then ſhewed the King of Pera t 


paſſport, which one of the gentlemen took, 
and was going to tear it, ſaying, he neither 
feared nor ved any man upon earth ; but 
the other ſtopped him; for the writing in gold, 
and the gilt ſeal inſpired him with relpett. 

You, , | M He, 
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He, however, bid me open my cheſts, and 
ſaid that no harm ſhould be done me; hut if 


I made any farther reſiſtance, they would 


ſever my head from my body. I began to re- 
ly inſtead of ſhewing my obedience ; but this 
ad Hike to have coſt me dear; for one of the 
ſoldiers drew his fword, and was aiming it at 
my head, when the Lay-brother ſtopped his 
arm. I now immediately opened the cheſts, 
th n to plunder them, and every thing 
that pleaſed theſe gentlemen were taken away. 
During the time — 4 pillage laſted, I leaned 
again ſt a window, turning my eyes a 
from theſe wretches, that I Port Ae barry 
my grief by beholding them, I caft a look into 
the garden, and there perceived two ſoldiers 
removing the brambles, juſt where I ſuppoſed 
I had concealed my two packets of jewels. I 
ram in a rage to the place, followed by one of 
the Theatine fathers; bat the foldiers, I knew 
not why, retired as ſoon as they ſaw us coming 
towards them. I inſtantly ſought for my two 
packets; but the confuſion I was in prevented 
my knowing the place where I had put them, 
and my not finding them, made me certain 
that they had diſcovered and taken them away, 
The reader may judge from the value of theſs 
packets, which amounted to 25,000 crowns, 
of the conſternation with which I was ſeized. 
In the mean while my comrade and the Lay- 
brother calling me as loud as they were able, 
I left the garden, and ran into the chamber. 
On my entering it, I was ſeized by two foldiers 
who dragged me into a corner, and took oe 
1 £14 ting 
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thing they found in my pockets, which was 
of no great value. They then ſeized my hands, 
and attempted to tye them, I cried out- -I 
reſiſted I made figns that they ſhould lead 
me to their maſter,----I cauſed the chief of the 
villains to be told, that they need not tie me, 
either to carry me away, or to kill me; for I 
was diſpoſed to ſubmit to whatever they did 


with me. They replied, that ſince we were 


Ambaſladors, they would take me to their 
Prince. I let them know, that we would go. 
without being tied, and that we hoped 

would do us juſtice, as we had letters to him, 
to which he would. certainly ſhew reſpect. It 
was late, the night approached, and the 
Prince's caſtle was at fifteen miles diſtance, 
they therefore releaſed us, and only took the 
ſervant who had been tied to a tree, and whoſe _ 
liberty I procured a fortnight after for ten 
piaſters. | | = 
As ſoon as I was out of the hands of theſe 
robbers, I went into the garden: the Prieſt 
who had followed me when 1 went to fetch the 
two packets of jewels I had concealed, told 
every body in the honſe of the misfortune I 
believed I had ſuffered, and nobody doubted 
but that theſe ſoldiers having obſerved me, had 
followed and taken what I had concealed among 
the brambles. Allawerdy, one of our Armenian 
valets, followed me, and to my great altoniſh- 
ment threw his arms about my neck, with his 
face bathed in tears. Sir, ſaid he, we are 
ruined, Fear and the common misfortune 
have made us forget "ay we all are. I was 
= 2 « At 
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at firſt ſo ſurprized, that I took him for ſome 
Mingrelian who was going to ſtrangle me, and 
when 1 knew him, I was moved by his tender. 
neſs. Sir, faid he, have you made a thorough 
#ſearch ? I have ſearched ſo much, cried I, that 
I am quite ſure of my misfortune. He was 
not contented with this; he would have me 
ſhew him the place, and the manner in which 
I concealed' them. I did ſo merely out of 
complaiſance for the poor youth who ſhewed 
ſuch affection; but was ſo fully perſuaded 
that he would loſe his labour, that I would 
not aſſiſt him. It was now night, and I was ſo 
uneaſy that I knew not what I did; but at 

length to. my great aſtoniſhment, Allaverdy 
came again to careſs me, and gave me the two 
packets which he pulled out of his boſom. I 
could not help imagining that the finger of 
heaven was in this, and believing now that 
J was the care of the Almighty, I became con- 
fident of the divine aſſiſtance, and entertained 
thoſe hopes of deliverance, 'that have ever 
ſince ſupported me under all my diftreſfes. 

I now went to my chamber, and told my 
comrade of my ſucceſs. I found him putting 
our things in order. What they had taken 
conſiſted of cloaths, linnen, arms, braſs veſſels, 
and other things of ſmall value, which did not 
amount to 400 crowns'; and we agreed to con- 
ceal the recovery of my two packets from the 
Theatines, that they might think we had little 
elſe to loſe. | 

The next morning the Prefect of the T hea- 
tines, and the Lay-brother, went with me 8 
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the Prince, and the Catholicos, to demand juſ- 
tice; but neither of them could give us any ſa- 
tis faction. The Prince obſerved, that while 
the war laſted, he had but little authority over 
the nobility; but at another time he would 
have done his utmoſt to recover what we had 
loſt. The Catholicos, to whom we gave a. 
caſe of filver hafted knives and forks, talked 
in the ſame manner, and endeavoured to com- 
fort us. They, however, each of them ap- 
pointed a gentleman to go on their parts to 
demand what had been taken from us; but 
their endeavours to find the robbers were inef- 
ſectual; from them we learnt that the Princeſs 
was concerned in the robbery, and had a third 
part of the ſpoils ; and that the Tarks had en- 
tered Mingrelia, and were laying waſte all the 
country through which they paſſed with fire 
and ſword. IE | | 

I was now in ſo reſigned a diſpoſition, that 
this news did not much move me; the Thea- 
tines, however, were filled with terror, and both 
they and we prepared for flight. At midnight 
we heard the report of two great guns, fired 
from the fortreſs of Ructs to give notice of the 
approach of the enemy. At this ſignal every, 
body began to fly; and at break of day we 
ourſelves ſet out. I left every thing that had 
been buried, and concealed in the ropf and 
other places, thinking them much ſafer than 
what we.took with us. The Theatines had no 
other carriage but one cart drawn by bullocks, 
and two horſes. In the cart was carried the 
bagzage, the Lay-brother mounted one of the 

M 3 buorſes, 


126 Sx. Joun CHANDIx's TRAVELS 
horſes, and my comrade, who was fick, 
the other, while two Theatine Fryars and I fol- 
lowed on foot, accompanied by all the ſlaves 
and ſervants. One of the Fryars ſtaid alone 
to guard the houfe, in which were a thouſand 
things that we could not take away for want 
of carriages. I left my books, moſt of my 
papers, and my mathematical inſtruments, img- 
ining that neither the Tur#s, nor the Mingre- 
, would take the trouble to remove them. 
The wars there conſiſting chiefly in chaſing and 
plundering, the enemy ſoon retires. - For this 
reaſon they always leave a perſon or two at each 
houſe, to prevent the neighbours ſtealing the 
corn, wine, and other things that could not be 
carried away. Theſe men are ſeldom ſur- 
prized by the enemy, becauſe they are always 
upon the watch, and take care to eſcape into 
the woods, which are not only near, but thick, 
and proper for concealment. 
The place to which we retired. was a fortreſs 
in the woods, like thoſe I have already de- 
ſeribed. The Lord of the place who was called 
Sabatar, was a Georgian, who had been a Ma- 
hometan, and had turned Chriſt ian. We arrived 
at his caſtle, after having-proceeded five leagues 
through the dirt and mire, in which the cart 
was continually ſticking faſt, ſo that it was 
obliged to he unloaded and loaded twenty 
times. Mean while we were in continval 
danger of being robbed and murdered, We 
met with a favourable reception, and the 
Theatines telling the Lord Sabatar that J 
would repay the obligations he ſhould\copfer 
292524 MS on 
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on us, he lodged us in a bakehouſe, a little 


mean hut, in which we were ſheltered, but 


little better than if we had been in the open 
court, for the rain poured in on all ſides. Our 
having 1t was however a great favour, as it 
prevented our being —_— with a multitude 
of miſerable objects. e fortreſs was full of 
people before we arnved, and contained 800 


pertons, almoſt all of whom were women and 


children. | 
On the 27th, the Prefect“ of the Theatires 
left us to go to the houſe for ſome veſſels and 
proviſions we had left behind, I deſigned to 
have accompanied him; but he ſet out two 
hours before day. On entering the houſe, he 
fouud it full of rangers belonging to the Baya, 
and the Prince of Guriel who beat him with 
their ſtaves, and inſiſted on his opening the 
church, ſaying, he had concealed there all the 


treaſure; but the Prefect had caſt the key 


among the brambles, immediately on his per- 
ceiving them, and notwithſtanding the} treat- 
ment he received, he refuſed to tell where it 


was. At length, ſtripping him of part of 


his cloaths, and taking out of the houſe only 
ſuch things as were light and of little value, 
they went away, without touching either my 
books. or my papers. However, on the 29th, 


a gentleman of Mingrelia with thirty. of his 
men, went thither in the night, and uncovered 
almoſt all the roof of my chamber, with the 
bopes of finding-ſomething, I might have con- 
cealed. He carried off all the cheſts that had 
been left, and my more cumberſome moveables; 


—— — 
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in ſhort, every thing which the Turks had left 
except what was of great value, which he hap. 
ily did not diſcover. This rapacious wretch 
ving no light, made a fire with my papers 
and books; tearing off the covers becauſe 
were finely gilt: for 1 had cauſed my beſt books 
to be curiouſly bound before I left Paris, and 
this villain did not leave me one. 

On the zoth in the morning, I with the deep. 
eſt concern, learnt theſe particulars. We be. 
gan to be in want of the neceſſaries of life; 
my ſervants were reduced to deſpair, and 
we had nothing before our eyes, but the pro- 
ſpe& of death or ſlavery. This made me re- 
lire to hazard every thing in order to leave 
Mingrelia while I had ſtrength to do it. I 
cauſed guides to be every where ſought for, I 
promiſed, I entreated, I made preſents, but 
none would conduct me. They told me that 
men in arms poſſeſſed all the paſſes of Imeretta, 
between Mingrelia and Georgia, and that it 
would be the greateſt folly to go thither, ſince 
we ſhould all be certainly made ſlaves. I then 
propoſed to make the tour of Mount Caucaſus, 
or to proceed along the fea ſhore ; but nobody 
would conduct me: for it can ſcarcely be con- 
ceived how afraid the Mingrelians are of death; 
no reward can induce them to undergo the 
leaſt danger. a c 5 

Sabatar, to whom the fortreſs belonged, had 
now ſubmitted to the Turks, and was not only 
to enjoy all his lands; but to have a Turkib 
guard for the ſecurity of his caſtle: for which 
he was to pay 25 flaves, and 800 crowns, * 
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he was reſolved to raiſe among thoſe to whom 
he had granted his protection. From every 
family. that had four children, he took one; 
and it was the moſt dreadful fight in the world, 
to ſee them torn from the arms of their mothers, 
tied twoand two, and led to the Turks, I was 
taxed at 20 Crowns. | | | 

At length I was conftrained to take the re- 
ſolution to go by ſea, that is to take a compaſs 
of 70 leagues; for that purpoſe I went to 
Azarghia, a village and ſmall port, already de- 
ſcribed, · and having found there a Turkifþ fe- 
Jacca, I freighted her far Gonia, and returned 
to the houſe of the T heatines, to prepare for the 


* 0 - | 

Jen the caſtle on the 10th of Nowember 
early in the morning, having agreed with my 
comrade on the methods ] ſhould take, in or- 
der to deliver him out of Minęrelia, if it ſhould 
pleaſe God to give me a happy voyage. I 
took with me à hundred thouſand livres in 
precious ſtones, and $00 piſtoles in gold; with 
a part of the baggage that remained. The 
jewels were concealed in a ſaddle made in Ea- 
rope for that purpoſe, and in a pillow. I took 
one of our ſervants with me, the ſame whom 
I had redeemed from ſlavery, who was a wick- 
ed drunken fellow, and whom it was not fafe 
to leave in Mingrelia. Father Zampy accom- 
panied me, as he had always done, and the 
Lay-brother alſo went with me to Anarghia. 
The Prefe& and I walked, becauſe, we could 
only hire one horſe, on which was placed my 
baggage and my valet ; but the Ns” 
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rode en horſeback, he having a horſe of his 
own, I cannot expreſs the fatigue we endured 
in the two days we were upon the road, for it 


. rained very hard, and we were obliged to wade 


through the mud, in which I commonly ſunk 
above the knees. On the night of the ſecond 
day we artived at Auarglia, ſoaked through 
with rain, | 2 

On the 19th, Father Zampy received advice, 
that the night before, the church had been 
broke apen, and nothing left but the bare walls; 


the tomb had been opened, and every thing 


taken out, which the poor Theatine who had 
been left in the houſe, had buried in it. It i 
eaſy to imagine the apprehenſions with which! 
was ſeized at receiving this news; I having left 
above 7000 piſtoles buried in the church, 1 
immediately diſpatched a meſſenger with a let- 


ter to my comrade, who wrote me word that 


they had not touched our money, and that gvery 
tlüng we had buried was ſafe. This news te- 
vived my caurage, and I went to haften the 
Lane, of whom I had hired the felucca. 

While I ſtaid at Azarghia I was invited to 
two chriſtenings, which were performed in 
the following manner: the Prieſt being ſent 
for at about ten o'clock in the morning, went 


into the buttery where they keep the wine, and 
ſitting down on a bench began to read an half 


torn octavo volume, running on very faſt ina 
low voice, and in ſo careleſs a manner that he 


did not ſeem to regard what he was doing. In 


about a quarter of an hour the father and 
godfather . brought in a boy about five year 
. | 10; 
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old ; and the godfather having fixed ofa ſmalf 
candle againſt the cabin door, ſcattered a few 
rains of incenſe upon a few embers. 'The 
Prieft ſtill continued reading in the ſame care 
leſs manner, breaking off to f. to every 
body that came in; the father and godfather 
were all the time walking in and out,. and the 
little boy did nothing but eat. In about an 
hour's time 4 bucket full of warm wäfer was 
got ready, and the Prieſt having poured intô it 
a ſpoopfut of the oi of walnuts, bid che god- 
father undreſs the child, which” being done, 
he was ſet on his feet in the water, and the 
godfather waſhed his whole body. vety well. 
The prieſt then tobk out of a leather purſe, 
which hung at his girdle, a fmall quantity of 
the oil of unctton, and giving it to the god- 
father, he anointed the chift on the crown of 
the head, the ears, the forehead, the noſe, the 
cheeks, the chin, 'the ſhoulders, the elbows," 
the back, the belly, the knees and the fer, 
while the Prieſt cotitinued reading till the god- 
father had dreſſed the child; When the fa- 
ther bringing in boiled pork and wine, they 


ſet down to table, with the family and the 


gueſts, and foon got drank. | 
All the other acts of religion-are celebrated 
with the ſame ifreverente.* One day as I was 
going by a church, the Prieſt who was ſaying 
maſs heard nie af the way of ſome people who 
were ſtanding at the door, and cried out from 
the altar, Stay and III fliew you. A moment 
after he came to the door, "uttering the maſs 
& he walked; then having afted, whence we” 
5 came, 


* 
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came, and whither we were going, he Civilly 
ſhewed us the way, and returned to the altar, 
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The Author leaves Anarghia. The Euxine «& 


Black Sea d:/cribed. He proceeds to Gonia, 
ewhere he is again reduced to great 2 But 


Leaving that ſown, he paſſes over Cau- 
caſus, which is deſcribed. He proceeds through 
© Acalzika azd Gory, and arrives at Teflis, 
From thence he returns by Land in order to di- 
liver his Comrade whom he had left in Min- 
G Oe and recover the Treafure buried there. 


be Treachery of a diſcarded Valet, who is de- 


- Feated in his Schemes. 


N the 27th of "November 1 left Anarghia, 
and after an hour's failing reached the ſea; 


for the river Langur is very rapid, and we pro- 
ceeded with great ſwiftneſs down the ſtream. . 
The _Euxize or Black Sea is 200 leagues in 


length, nearly from eaſt to weſt, and its greateſt 


breadth from the Boſþhorus to the Boriſtbenes is 


about three degrees: but the oppoſite end is 


not half ſo broad. The water of this ſea ap- 
pears neither ſo clear, ſo green, nor ſo ſalt as 
the ocean, which probably ariſes from the 
great rivers that Sifchargs themſelves into it. 
It did not receive its name from the colourf 
the water, but from the tempeſts, which 

{aid to be there more frequent and more o_ 
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than in other ſeas ; hence the Greeks gave it the 
name of Axin, which ſignifies intractable, and 
the Turks that of Cara 3 or the ſtormy 
ſea; for cara, which properly means black, 
alſo ſignifies ſtormy. = WE 1 

On the 29th we reached the river PB, and | 
proceeded a mile up it, to ſome houſes where, 1 
the maſter of the felucca landed, and put ſome | 

on ſhore. The river Phafic has its ſource. | 
| 
| 


T] 
1 
1 


in Mount Caucaſus, and is now called by the 
people of the country the Rione. It is con- 
fined within a narrow bed, and runs with great 
rapidity. I ſought for the great city of Sebaſia 
which geographers have placed at the mouth. 
of the Phafis ; but the ruins of that city, like | 
thoſe of Colchis, have no traces of them left. | 
All that I obſerved to have any conformi 
with what the ancients have written of this. 
part of the Black Sea is, that it abounds with 
pheaſants. There are authors, (and among 
others Martial) who ſay, that the Argonauts 
brought thoſe birds from Greece, where they 
had never been ſeen before, and that they gave 
them the name of pheaſants, from their being 
taken on the banks of the Phafis. This river 
ſeparates Mingrelia from the principality of 
Curiel, and the little kingdom of Ineretta. 

On the the zoth in the afternoon we arrived 
at Gonia, about forty miles from the Phafis. 
This is a large fquare caſtle built of hard 
rough ſtones of an extraordinary fize, ſituated 
on a ſandy bottom on the ſea ſhore. It has nei- 
ther ditch nor fortifications, and only conſiſts 
of four ſquare walls, fortified with two pieces 
Vol. XV, N 
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cannon, and defended by a gatriſon of x 
all! number of Janizaries. ithin it ate 

about thirty ſmall low, inconventent wooden 

houfes, and near it is a village that contains 
about the ſame number. | 

Hete is a, cuſtom-houſe belonging to the 

Grind Seignor, but the vfficers pay no reſpeck 

either to the quality of the perſons who land 

there, or to the the Sultan's paſſports. "Thoſe 

Wo command in this extremity of the empire, 

think themſelves fo far from him, that his 

Hand cannot reach them. f 1 


« © 


Our felucca no ſooner came to land than 


my valet. leaped aſhore, Kiſſed the earth, and 
ſiewed che moſt extravagant and frantic ſigns 
of joy; and then entering the caſtle; left me 
at a time when 1 moft wanted him. Soon after 
the cuftoln-houſe officer and the Lieutenant. 
Governor came to fee my things landed, aud 
to receive the duty: they inſtantly let me 
Know that they were informed of my being an 
Furbpead, and of all the misfortunes that had 
. to me in Mingrelia. This furprized 
me, for. I found I was Narren by my raſcal 
of 4 valet. The officer of the cuſtoms aſked 


nie ſeveral queſtions, and gave orders for ex- 


a my goods; but they could find no- 
ing I wanted to conceal. My ſaddle, how- 


ever, weighed very heavy, and this rendered it 


ſuſpected, efpecially as the Turtiſb ſaddles are 
extremely light. It was examined and handled 
on. fides; but being able to find nothing 
within it befides hair and wadding, they laid 
it down N © 
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Of the $09 piſtoles I had brought, I carried 
half of them about me, and the other half in 
a wallet, faſtened with a padlock, with fame 
things, which though of ſmall value, I knew 
the Turks would ſeize if they ſaw them. 'The 
cuſtom-houſe officer ang his jamzanes being 
told of this wallet, ordered me to open it, on 
which I told them that I would freely do it in 
the houſe ; but not on the ſea ſhore before ſb 
many men. On which the officer of the cuſ. 
toms took me home with him to Ris houſe, and 
the Lieutenant-Governor went with us. The 
latter made me pay the value of one per cent, 
on my goods, and the other five. The cyſtom- 
houſe officer likewiſe took 22 piſtoles in gold, 
and every thing he liked that was found in my 
wallet; among the reſt he got from me a pair 
of piſtols, which were the only arms I had; 
he, however, paid me for them, but gave me 
no more than half their value. After this ra- 
pacious behaviour he invited me to lodge with 
him; but I could not help expreſſing my aſto- 
niſhment,” that he who had unjuſtly made me 
pay a duty for the gold and filver I brought, 
ſhould immediately aſſume the maſk of friend+ 
ſnip; but he vindicated what he had done, 
renewed his invitation, and even promiſ⸗ 
ed to ſupply me with a guard to protect my 
baggage, and conduct me over the mountains. 
But though he renewed his entreaties, and as. 
I afterwards found, really meant me well, yet 
I was afraid of accepting his invitations for 
tear he ſhould take that opportunity of cauſing 

N2 my 
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my ſaddle, and my cloaths to be more narrow. 
ly examined. Sr | 

It was almoſt night when I left this officer 
of the cuſtoms, who was alſo Governor of the 
territory of Gonia. My valet had carried my 
baggage to the place where the men who came 
with us lodged. This was a wretched cottage, 
which admitted the air on all fides, and was as 
dirty and ſtinking as poſſible. I then received 
many compliments of condolence, if I may 
uſe the term, for all the men appeared ſorry 
for my loſs, and blamed me for not letting 
them keep the wallet for me ; their goods pay- 
ing no duty. While I was eating a piece of a 
biſcuit, a janizary came to tell my valet, that 
the Lieutenant-Governor wanted him: my 
valet went, and an hour after the ſame janiza- 
ry came for me. I found the Lieutenant and 
my valet ſitting together both drunk. Having 
obliged me to eat and drink, the Lieutenant 
demanded 200 ducats, as due to his maſter 
from all Chrifian church- men who came there; 
this occaſioned a long diſpute ; I attempted to 
retire, but was detained by force, and threaten- 
to be put in irons, and was at laſt glad to 
eſcape by paying an hundred ducats to the 
Lieutenant, and four-to the janizaries. But 


this was not all, the Lieutenant obliged me to 


entreat him to accept\of the money, and to 

ſwear that I would not complain of him. 
The next morning the officer of the cuſtoms 

ſent à party of ſoldiers to my miſerable lodg- 


ings to examine again my ſaddle, and to 


ſearch me: but though they filled me with the 
greateſt 


= 
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greateſt uneaſineſs, they could make no diſ- 
covery. After this, I was allowed two men 
to carry my baggage, and a Turk to conduct 
me as far as Acalzika ; he alſo gave me a paſſ- 
port, and adviſed, that I and my valet ſhould' 
wear a white turban, in order to be treated 
with the greater reſpect. This I did, and 
ſet out at eight in the morning, tranſported” 
with joy, at leaving ſo wicked and dangerous 
a place, and at having nothing more to fear. 

I then began to feel ſome peace of mind. For 
five months paſt I had ſuffered the moſt dread- 
ful agitations.: . Inſult, ſlavery, marriage, the 
loſs of my ſubſtance and liberty, during all 
this time diſtracted my mind by turns, and a 
thouſand real evils had kept me under the 
deepeſt dejection. I now aſcended mount 
Caucaſus with a lightneſs which ſurprized my 
porters : for the y is literally light when 
the heart is eaſed of a heavy load; «his is true 
without a figure ; for I ſeemed to have been 
delivered from the weight of a mountain. I 
now proceeded four leagues together among 
the rocks. 4 ; 
The next day, which was the third of 
December, I proceeded five leagues on foot, 
three men carrying my baggage. We went 
frequently ſo near the moſt frightful precipices, 
that it was impoſſible to avoid being ſtruck with 
terror, We kept conſtantly aſcending, and in 
theſe five leagues had not a level path of two 
miles in extent. I arrived in the evening at a vil- 
lage inhabited by Turks and Chriſtians, where 
N ant 03 4 N 3 WY, 8. 0 the 
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* the rain and ſnow obliged us to ſtay all the 
ngxt day. I Qt! 0 | 
On the 5th and 6th, . I proceeded eleven 
leagues ;-but I could not ride above five of 
them, being every moment . obliged to dif. 
mount, on account of difficult paſſages, and 
the roughneſs and ſharpneſs of the way, where 
the horſes cauld ſcarce keep their feet. The 
two following days I advanced ſixteen leagues, 
and reached the top of Mount Cauca/us ; for 
the four following leagues we were continually 
deſeending. At half way of the deſcent, we 
ſaw the ruins of many ' caſtles and churches 
deſtroyed by the Turks. © 
Ala is divided by: a chain of mountains, 
one at the end of the other, the three higheſt 
of. which have been named Taurus, Imaus'and 
Caucaſus.” The firſt advances fartheſt into 
Ala, and the whole chain in general is called 
by the name of Mount Taurus. I ſay in gene- 
ral, becauſe each part has its particular name, 
hy which it is called by the nation neareſt it. 
hut ta return to the deſcription of Mount 
Caucaſus; which is the higheſt mountain, and 
the moſt difficult to paſs of any I have ſeen. 
It has frightful precipices, and in many places 
the roads are cut out of the ſolid rock. When 
I paſſed it, it was entirely” covered with ſnow, 
Which was almoſt every where ten feet deep; 
and my conductors were in many places 
obliged to clear it away with ſhovels: they 
wore ſnow ſhoes in the form of rackets with- 
gut bangles, which prevented, their ſinking in 
e low, and enabled them to run with gre 
SB Hs ; ſwitt- 
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ſwiftneſs upon it. The top of Mount Caucaſas, 
which is eight leagues over, is ipdeed perpe- 
tually covered with it. I paſſed the night of 
the 7th and 8th in the midſt of the ſnow; - 
where I cauſed ſome fir-trees to be cut down, - 
and lay upon the boughs by the ſide of a 
great fire. On our” arrival at the top, my 
conductors made long prayers to their images, 
to do us the favour to prevent a wind; and in- 
deed if it had been high, we ſhould doubtleſs 
have been buried in the ſnow, for as it is as 
ſmall as duſt, a little wind fills the air with it. 
The horſes ſunk ſo often into holes covered by 
it, that I often thought we ſhould loſe them. 
I almoſt conſtantly walked on foot, and did not 
ride above eight leagues in croſſing this fright- 
ful mountain, which is thirty-ſix leagues over. 

During the two laſt days, I ſeemed in the 
clouds, not being able to fee twenty paces be- 
fore me. Tis true, the firs with which the 
top of the mountain is covered, greatly ob- 
ſtrut the view. On deſcending it, I ſaw the 
clouds move under my feet. On our reaching - 
the bottom, we entered a beautiful and fer- 
tile valley, three miles broad, covered with 
villages, and watered by the river Kaur, which 
paſſes through the middle of it. 

Mount Caucaſas is fertile almoſt to the top, 
and its fides abound in honey, corn, fruits, 
logs and large cattle. The vines twine about 
the trees, and riſe ſo high that the inhabitants 
cannot gather the fruit from the upper branches. 

here are many ſtreams of excellent water, and 
a great number of villages. It was the _ 
5 o 
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of vintage, and I found both the grapes and 
the new and old wine admirably good. The 
peaſants live in cabins built of wood, each fa- 
mily having four or five of them, and in the 
© midſt of the largeſt they make a great fire, 
which ſerves for all the cottages around it. 
The women grind the corn as often as they 
want bread, and bake the dough on round 
ſtones, about a foot in diameter, and hollowed- 
two or three fingers deep. The ſtone bein 
well heated, they put the dough into it, — 
cover it with hot aſhes, and burning embers, 
In ſome places they only ſweep a part of the 
hearth, place the dough upon it, and cover 
it with hot aſhes in the ſame manner. Vet 
the cruſt is white enough, and the bread ve- 
ry good. I lodged every night at the houſe. 
of a peaſant, of whom I hired horſes, and men 
to carry my baggage. The Tur who had 
been given me as my conductor, cauſed me to 
be as ſpeedily and as well ſerved as the place 
would permit. The natives ſupplied us with 
fowls, eggs, pulſe, and fruit in abundance; 
for every houſe in the neighbourhood brought 
a great jug of wine, a baſket of fruit, and ano- 
ther of bread. For all this nothing was de- 
manded, and my conductor hindered me even 
from making them any preſent in return, 
The inhabitants of theſe mountains are for 
the moſt part Chriſtiant of the Georgian church. 
They have very fine complexions, and I have 
ſeen among them very beautiful women. They 
are infinitely better accommodated than the 
Alinprelians. * 1772 . 
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On the gth I proceeded five leagues in the 
fertile plain already mentioned, where the 
hills with which it is bounded, are covered with 
a great number of cattle. And at night I ar- 
rived at Acalxita. This is a fortreſs built on 
mount Caucaſus, in a hollow between 'near 
twenty little hills, from which it may be eafily 
battered down on any fide. It has a double 
wall and towers, with ancient battlements on 
the top; but it has very few guns. On theſe 
eminences are about 400 houſes, all of them 
new and lately built ; the only ancient build- 
ings are two Armenian churches. The town is 
infabi ted by Turks, Armenians, Georgians, Greeks 
and Jean. The Chriſtians have churches, and 
the Zewws a ſynagogue. There is alſo a ſmall 
caravanſerai built of wood, as are moſt of the 
houſes in the place. The river Kur or Cyrus 
paſſes near it; it has its ſource in mount Gan. 
caſus, and at length diſcharges itſelf into the 
Black Sea. The Baff of Acalzika lodges in the 
fortreſs, and the principal officers and militia 
dwell in the neighbouring villages. 

On the 13th at two hours after midnight, 1 
ſet out from Acalxita, proceeding to the eaſt, 
and having gone three leagues, found the plain 
of Acalxita contract, — the mountains ap- 


proach each other, ſo that the plain is not more 
than half a league in breadth. It has there a 
ſtrong Turki/þ caſtle built on a rock, on the 
fide of the river Kur. The foot of this rock is 
encircled by a double wall, and about it is a 
little town on the land between the fortreſs - 
and the oppoſite mountain. As there is here 
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an officer of the cuſtoms, I was under great a 
rehenſions of being ſtopped and examined; 
Fer they ſuffered me to paſs without oppoſe 
tion. 'T'his town is named Uſer, and two 
1585 s from thence we afcended a mountain 
lat ſeparates Perſia from the dominions of the 
Turks, and then proceeded along the fide of it, 
Upon. this mountain are many villages : at its 
foot runs the Kur, and we there fee the ruin, 

ef ſeveral caſtles, fortreſſes, and churches, vef. 
tiges of the former grandeur of the Georgians, 
and of the conqueſts of the Turks and Perfiam, 
The two following days we paſſed. through 
the delightful plain of Surbam, by a large yil- 
lage, with a fortreſs of the, fame name. This 


1 
2 


Taser. and 


„ 


who are 1/alian Miſſionaries of the congrega- 
tion de propaganda fide, to whom I had letters of 
recommendation. I related to thoſe fathers the 
misfortunes I had ſuffered . in Mingrelia; and 


my being obliged to leave there the things I 
had brought for the King of Per//a, under the 
care of my comrade, and that L was come into 
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Gurgiain ſearch of aſſiſtance ; entreating them 
ig it me; They were touched with my 
diſfreſſes ; with the angers to which my com- 
rade was ne and with the hazard of 
out loſing our ſubſtance. They aſſured me that 
they would do every thing in their powet to 
ſerve me, as ſoon as they received the orders 
of their Prefect, who was at TA, the capital 
of Georgia. They gave me ſach reaſons for 
oing thither, that I refolved to ſet out imme- 
Gate „ and having hired horſes for me, the 


ſaperior directed a Lay-brother named Angelo 2 


Viterbo, to accompany me. gh 

This Lay-brother was both an honeſt man, 
and an able phyſician and fargeon. He had 
the happineſs to cure ſeveral diſeaſes and ſome 
wounds that were here thought incurable, on 
which account he was much reſpected and ef- 
teemed. He was well acquainted with the 
language, and the different parts of theſe coun- 
tries, and being alſo endowed with much good 
ſenſe, courage and patience, I could not have 


a better companion. 


In two days we arrived at 7 n. The 
Lay-brother, who accompanied me, led me to 


the convent of the Capuchint, where having no 
time to loſe, I immediately. told the Prefect the 


cauſe of my journey, and gave him my letters 


of recommendation. He was ſoon' ſenſible of 


the neceſſity of going at all hazards tb endea- 


vour to recover what I had left there. It was 


agreed to ſay, I was a 7 heatine, who had been' | 
lent by thoſe of Colchis, to beg aſſiſtance of tlie 


Copuchins,, and they were to ſend one of their 
com- 


1 
|| 
| 
| | 
1 
| 

| 


- and all the neighbouring countries, and whom 
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companions with me, in-order to bring them 
away, on account of their being reduced to the 

greateſt diſtreſs by the war. „ 
This was no ſooner determined, than I E 
ad- 


8 for the journey; I took out of my 
ile and my pillow, the jewels I had concealed 


in them, and putting them in a caſket, com- 


mitted them to the care of the Prefect. We 
thought we ſhould never have been able to hire 
horſes; for no body would go with us into 
Mingrelia ; but at laſt by the means of money 
we gained over two men, and gave ſecurity for 
their horſes and cloaths in caſe they ſhould be 
robbed of them. 1 alſo diſmiſſed my valet, who 
played me a thouſand villainous pranks, and 
many times attempted my deftrution ; after 
had expoſtulated with him on the numerous in- 


ſtances of treachery of which he had been guil- 
ty, I paid him for the whole time he had. 


ſerved me, and exhorted him to amendment, 


But the mildneſs of this treatment had no ef 
fect upon him: he was. enraged at being dil. 


miſſed in a ſtrange country ; and gave me room 
to fear ſomething fatal from his reſentment. I 
was tempted to lay him in irons, which I could 
have done for a word ſpeaking, the Capuchin: 
having ſuch credit at Tefis, as to be able to do 
it with the greateſt eaſe : but I pitied him ; and 
the reader will ſoon ſee the dangerous ſnare he 
laid for me. HD f 

On the 2oth of December I ſet out with bro- 
ther Angelo, and a Geergian belonging to the 
Capuchins, who had frequently been at Colchis, 
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the Prefe& recommended as a perſon on whom 
I might place the greateſt confidence. We 
were only five men with four horſes. Brother 
Axgelo and I mounted two; the two others car- 
ried proviſions, and we every where gave out, 
that we were going in ſearch of the Theatines of 
Mingrelia. We again paſſed mountains covered 
with ſnow, and at length coming to the banks 
of a large river, croſſed it in a boat; then de- 
ſcending a mountain, we entered a large val - 
ley, that extends into Mingrelia, and is watered 
by ſeveral ſtreams, Here we lay in a villa 
named Se/@no, ſituated in the fineſt part of the 
country of [meretta. | 

- Se/ano is near a caſtle belonging to an old 
lady, aunt to the King of Ineretta, who being 
now ſick, and hearing that a Capuchin was ar- 
nyed at the village, ſent for him, all the Miſ- 
ſionaries being in theſe countries taken for phy- 
ſicians, and indeed they all practiſe phyſic. 


Brother Augelo went to her, and was in hopes 


of making this event turn to our advantage. 
Two hours after he left us, to my great ſur- 
prize, a Capuchin of Gory arrived on horſeback 
with a guide, to inform us, that the valet I 
had diſmiſſed had been at Gory, where he had 
diſcovered all he knew of my enterprize ; ſwear- 
ing to ruin me, and that he was gone .nobody 

ew whither. This news greatly alarmed me, 
and having given the Capuchin a thouſand 


thanks, I prevailed on him to accompany us. 


The next day we proceeded five leagues 
through the above plain, whick contains many 
villages and woods; leaving on our right the 

1 fortreſa 
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| fortreſs of Scander, faid by the natives to have 
| been built by Alexander the Great. We after. 
| | wards paſſed by Chicaris, a village that con- 
| tains fifty houſes, and took up our lodging at 
| | the diſtance of a league from it, where we were 
| obliged to ſtay two days; our carriers refuſing 
to proceed any farther. The news of the war, 
with which they were entertained by every 
paſſenger, made their hearts fail them ; and 
they were ſeized with the dread of being led to 
| death or ſlavery. Fo raife their courage, we 
| | called the carriers and the Georgian recommend. 
l ed by the Prefect, and told them that they had 
| nothing to fear; that we were well informed 
| | of every thing; that we had our lives and 
to preſerve as well as they, and that we 
would anſwer for the fafety of their horſes and 
perſons. One of them then ſpoke for the reſt, 
and deſired me to give them a writing by which 
T would engage to buy them, in caſe they 
ſhould be taken for flaves, or give 120 crowns 
to their wives, if they ſhould die. This I 
1 readily granted, and making them alto other 
; great promiſes, prevailed on them to proceed. 
The next day we reached Cotatis and lodged 
1 at the houſe of the Biſhop, who was not at 
| home, but his officers knowing brother Angels, 
gave us a very kind reception. Cofatis is 2 
town built at the foot of a hill on the banks of 
the river Pha/is, and contains only about 200 
houſes. At a little diſtance are thoſe of the 
Lords and the King's palace. The town has 
neither fortifications nor walls, and is every 
where open, except being incloſed in part bY 
LY the 
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the river and a mountain, at the foot of which 
jt is ſituated. On a higher mountain on the 
other fide of the river oppoſite the town, is 
the fortreſs of Cotatis, which has a high double 
wall, ſtrengthened with towers. 4 
I ſtayed at the town all the next day, when 
while I was at dinner with the two Capuchins ; 
the carriers and my guide, being alſo, accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of the country, at table with 
us; I faw the rogue of a yalet, enter with an 
Armenian and a Prieſt, who came to ſhew him 
the houſe. I was not much ſurprized at ſeeing 
him, for my r kept him conſtant- 
ly in my thoughts, I did not however, diſ- 
cover the leaſt fear: I imagined he was turn- 
ed Mahometan from his wearing a turbant. 
The villain entered with fury in his looks, and 
ſeated himſelf by my men, without being 
aſked. This inſolence offended me ſtill more, 
and I aſked, from whence he came. He re- 
plied, from Acalzika, whence he had come in 
two days. Iaſk'd, if the way was ſo eaſy and 
the mountains ſo little covered with ſnow, 
that he could croſs them in ſo ſhort a time. 
The way is the worſt in the world, he cried, 
and the mountains are covered with ſnow like 
thoſe we paſſed in coming to Gonia. You ſhall 
ſee, for you muſt come to Acalziha, I have or- 
ders from the Baſla to bring you to that town. 
You muſt have more force to carry me thither, 
faid I, for I have no buſineſs there. You are 
ill adviſed; you know I paid you at Teflis; 
and if you are not ſatisfied, you ought to make 
known your mene, ; for without going 
85 2 ar 
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all patience, I ſtruc 
but they ſtopped my hand, and the villain fled 
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far as Acalziha on fo trifling an affair, there are 
ſufficient numbers at Cotatis capable of decid- 
ing it. This I ſpoke with the greateſt mildneh 
poſſible. But the villain turned with a furious 
air to his companion, and bid him bring in the 
Turks, He went out immediately, but this 
was only an artifice to terrify me: I was in- 
deed extremely frighted, and thought myſelf 
loſt. The Prieſt of Cotatis was ignorant of 


what paſſed, becauſe we talked in the Turkþ 


tongue; but being informed by father Angeb 
of the nature of the diſpute, and the equity of 
my propoſal, he immediately intereſted him- 


ſelf in the affair, and with ſeveral Georgian, 


preſſed the fellow to agree to ſo reaſonable an 


offer; but the more they ſaid, the more inſo- 


lent and abuſive he 1 Till at laſt, loſing 
at him with my ſword; 


in a great fright. 
It was now reſolved that brother Angelo ſhould 


the next morning proceed forward into _— 
lia, while the other Capuchin and I ſhould ftay 


behind ; the principal reaſon was our being un- 


able either to buy -or hire horſes, and the ne- 


ceſſity of ſending one for the uſe of my partner. 


The next day, which was the 2d of Jam- 
ary, brother Angelo ſet out with all the horſes 
and men I had brought from Tefiis, while I re- 
turned -to Chicaris with the Capuchin, where 


we propoſed to wait till brother Angel's re- 


I had continued there a fortnight, when one 


morning at break of day, I was agreeably 2. 
* . waked 
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waked by my comrade. He told me that brother 
Angelo with the men and horſes arrived at Sip- 


pia on the gth, when to his great joy he heard 
of my arrival at Teſia, and that I was then 


waiting for him near Cotatis, He inſtantly 
0h cor for the journey, dug up the cheſts, _ 
and took out of the roof of the — half of 

what we had concealed there, and having ſtaid - 
till the 11th, to reſt the horſes, ſet out, leav- 
ing the remainder of the treaſure to the care of 


the moſt faithful of our valets, not daring to 


run the hazard of loſing the whole at once. 
Having proceeded thus far, he added : 
« Don't be frighted at what I am going to re» 
* late, every thing 8 well. On Saturday 
« the 14th we happily arrived at Cotatis, and 
« brother Angelo took me to the Biſhop's houſe, 
© I did not know of the menaces make you b 
« the valet you had diſmiſſed, till yeſterday 3 
if I had I ſhould not have ſtopped at Cotatis. 
« Father Angelo and our men, never once 
thinking of him, entreated me on Sunda 
morning to ſtay till noon, in order to refreſh 
“ ourſelves a little after our fatigues. I con- 
« ſented; but while we were at dinner, the 
rogue of a valet entered with twenty jani- 
* zaries. Where is my maſter ? he cried with 
%a loud voice; he attempted to kill me, and 
has not paid me; but I will certainly pay 
« him. He then looked about for you; but 
* not finding you, he entered another room, 
* with the hopes of finding you concealed 
* there. I followed him; entreated him not 


to ruin us, and told him that if my * 


O 3 


; 
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' * he would come to me again. | 


away the reſt of the treaſure left there, _ 
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** had uſed him ill, or had not paid him, I'wa 
«© not anſwerable for it: but that let his de. 


% mands be what they would, I'd pay him 


« immediately, if he would but ſend a 
* the Turks. He anſwered, that he agreed to 
& this, and when he had diſmiſſed them, he 


&« He then returned to the hall, and ſhewing 
* brother Angelo to the janizaries, bid them 
4 take that man to the Governor of the for. 


* treſs, He was inſtantly ſeized. The jani . 


* zaries looked around to ſee if there was any 
* thing they could ſteal, and caſting their eyes 


„ on our cloaks carried them off. Theſe were 


& all they ſeized, they took none of my arms, 
© nor the bags I carried about me, in which 
„ were gold and precious ſtones to the value of 


% 40,000 crowns. The moment I ſaw the jani- 


i zariesout of the houſe, I ſent a valet to follow 
« brother Angelo, and conjured the carriers to 
« fly with us immediately. We ſaddled and 
« Joaded our horſes in an inftant, and, thank 


God, are arrived in ſafety, with every thing 


« I bronght from Mingrelia ; having loſt no- 


thing but what the janizaries have taken, 


« which is ſcarcely worth two piſtoles.“ 
It is impoſſible to expreſs the joy I felt on 
this occaſion, The Capuchin went immediately 


to the Biſhop and the Queen, to complain to 


them both, and to deſire them to procure the 
deliverance of father Angelo; and having now 
obtained more horſes, my comrade ſet out on 
his return to Minęrelia, with fiv2 men, to take 


ner your perfidious valet ha 
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11, with the Capuchin, and three men, took the 
way to Teflis. But being arrived at Gm, I 
ſent the Capuchin with a ſum of money to Co- 


zatis, in order to purchaſe the releaſe of father 


Angelo. 


On the evening of the 6th of February my 


comrade arrived at Teflis, with the remainder 
of the treaſure, and the valets I had left in Col- 
chis, together with a Theatine father, and bro- 
ther Angelo as ſoon as I had embraced them 


round, the latter drew me afide, to tell me the 
ſequel of his adventure. | | 

&* You have heard, ſaid he, in what man- 

d me ſeized by 

te the janizaries. The Governor of the for- 


e treſs of Cotatis had ſent them, on his re- 


« preſenting that you owed him zoo crowns ; 
that you were an Ambaſſador; that you 
«© were going into Mingrelia, in ſearch of the 
**. treaſures you had left there, and that in your 


** perſon he would obtain a prize that would 


* enrich him for ever. The villain preſſed the 
“ janizaries who conducted me to the for- 
« treſs, to bind me and uſe me ill; but there 
was among them a renegado /talian, who 
** cauſed me to be treated more mildly. I 


« walked along as ſlowly as poſſible, and amuſ- 


ed them to give your comrade time to fly; 
* for I did not doubt but he would take that 


© ſtep. When they had brought me before 


* the Governor, he aſked the villain, if I was 
** his maſter; he replied that I was not, 
* and that he could not find him ; but that 


I certainly knew where he was. The Gc- 


© vernor 
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1 vernor then examined me about you; I told 
* him I did not know where you were; 
but that when you left me you deſigned 
* to go to Teflis, He then aſked me many 
« queſtions about your quality, and told me, 
„that I hold: pay. the 300 crowns it was 
4 pretended you owed. I replied, that you 
« were a poor Fryar who had taken the trou- 
ble to give me notice of the miſerable ſtate 
4 to which thoſe of your order were reduced 
in Mingrelia; and upon this I was going to 
« viſit them. That this was all I knew of 
e you, and that every body at Cotatis, from 
« the King to the meaneſt of his  ſubje&, 
knew that I made a profeſſion of poverty. 

Upon this the Governor ordering me to be 
4 ſearched, they found the girdle you had 
% given me, wherein was ſeven piſtoles ; but 
« the jewels you had wrote to your comrade 
-6 to give me, I had yy not received. The 
„Governor then cried, Wretch where are the 
% riches thou haſt promiſed me; haft thou brought 
% ze this poor man to mock me ? Thou art a vil. 
lain, and I'll order thee to be baſtinadbed to 
* death. My Lora, replied he, trembling, 75% 
« riches are in the hands of my maſter's comrade, 
4 pho ts at the Biſhop's. Dog as thou art, re- 
4 turned the Governor, «vby haſt thou nt 
brought him then? Go and fetch him. He 
went with the ſame janizaries. I was dread- 
fully affraid that he would find him; but 
* my fear was turned into joy, when return- 
<« ing the janizaries reported he was fled. The 
Governor flew in a rage againſt your valet, 
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« who appeared confounded, I then related 
« the ill offices he had done you, and how ge- 
« nerouſly you had paid him his wages. 

« At night the Governor invited me to ſup- 
« per, and learning that I was a phyſician, 
« made me viſit ſome ſoldiers in the fortreſs, 
« to whom I adminiſtered remedies. 'The 
« next day the Queen and the Biſhop ſent two 

« gentlemen to the Governor to demand my 
« releaſe, and at noon there came two others 
« from a great Lord of the country, whoſe 
« Lady being ill, and he hearing that I was 
« confined in the fortreſs for debt, paid the 
«© Governor 25 crowns for my diſcharge; and 
„J was releaſed, notwithſtanding the clamours 
e of the valet, who ſaid that you would give 
« a thouſand crowns, rather than leave me 
% there. I now went to viſit the Lady, and 
« a few days after father 2 arrived at Chi- 
&© caris, where hearing that I was with this 
“Lord, he came to me, reſtored the 25 crowns, 
« and we went together to -Chicaris, Two 
days after your comrade arrived with the re- 
*+ mains of what had been left in Mingrelia. 
« He told us the way he had taken to avoid 
« coming near Catatis ; and that he had heard 
« the rogue of a valet was confined in the for- 
* treſs, and probably would not eſcape with- 
cout due chaſtiſement.” 

It was late, but my. comrade and I could 
not go to ſupper till after we had ſome diſ- 
courk on the happy ſucceſs of our labours. We 
could not have hoped thus to fave every thing, 
when we were ſurrounded with dangers _ 
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made us dread the loſs of all; and yet or 
loſſes in this fatal journey had amounted to no 
more than about one per cent. $2 
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CHAP. IV. 


A Deſcription of Georgia, and of the Manners if 
tte Inhabitants, Teflis the Capital deſcribed. 
The Author goet to Court; his Reception, and 

his being invited to @ marriage Feaſt, k 


e EORGIA, by which I would be underſtood 
I to mean the whole country of that name 
ſubject to Per/ia, is bounded on the eaſt by Cir- 
caſſia and Ruſſia, on the weſt by Armenia Minor, 
on the foath by Armenia Major, and on the north 
by the Black Sea, and that part of Mingrelia 
called Inerittia. This is, in my opinion, the 
whole country diſtinguiſhed hy the ancients by 
the name of Iberia. It has many woods and 
mountains that encloſe large and beautiful 
plains; but the middle part, which is watered 

y the river Kur, the ancient Cyrus, is the 
moſt fertile. The natives dall themſelves Car- 
| thueli, and it is ſaid the Greeks gave them the 
| name of Georgoi, Which in their language fig- 
nifies Labourer, 
| 
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The air of Georgia is dry, very cold in win- 
ter, and hot in ſummer. The fine weather does 
not begin till the month of May ; but then it 

laſts till the end of November. The inhabitants 
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are therefore obliged to water the earth ; by 
which means it produces all ſorts of grain and 
fruit in the greateſt profuſion. The bread is 
2s good as any in world. The fruits are ex- 
cellent, and of all forts. No part of Europe 
uces finer, or better taſted peargand apples, 
nor no part of 4fa, more excellent pomegra- 
nates. The cattle are extremely numerous, 
and very good; the wild boars are as common 
and as delicate as in Mingrelia; and the com- 
mon people live almoſt entirely upon ſwine, 
which are ſeen all over the country, and their 
fleſh is not only extremely palatable but very 
wholeſome. The wild fowl are incomparable, 
and of all forts. © Beſides the Caſpian Seay 
which is near Georgia, and the Kur which runs 
throught it, afford the greateſt plenty of ſea 
and freſh-water fiſh. 
In no other country do the inhabitants drink 
ſo much, or ſuch excellent wine, The vines 
grow about the trees as in Mingrelia, and great 
quantities of wine are ſent from Tefiis into Ar- 
menia, Media, and to Iþahan, where it is uſed 
at the Shah's table. An horſe load, which is 
three hundred weight, ſells for about the va- 
lue of eight Shillings : this 15 the price of the 
beſt ſort, for the ordinary wine does not ſell 
for more than half as much. Georgia alſo pro- 
duces great quantities of filk, which is export- 
ed to Turty and the neighbouring countries, 
The Georgians are the handſomeſt people, 
not only in the eaſt; but, I believe, in the 
whole world; and I never obſerved an or- 
dinary perſon of eicher ſex in this * 
ue 
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but I have ſeen ſome that have been quite au- 
| 47" 8% Nature has given moſt of the women 
uch graces as are no where elſe to be ſeen; 
and it is impoſſible to behold, without lovin 
them. They are tall, eaſy, not encumbered 
with fat, and have ſlender waiſts. But th 
injure their beauty with paint, which they wi 
as an ornament, in the ſame manner as among 
us are worn jewels and rich cloaths. 

The Georgians have naturally much wit, and 
had they a proper education might poſſibly be 
diſtinguiſhed by their learning, and their ſkill 
in the arts and ſciences ; but the negle of all 
inſtruction, and the force of ill example, ren- 
der them ignorant, diſhoneſt, and extremely 
vicious. They will, with the greateſt eſfronte- 
ry, deny what they have ſaid and done, and 
aſſert and vindicate the moſt notorious falſ- 
hoods. They are irreconcileable in their ha- 
tred, and never forgive; but then they are not 
eaſily aiſpleaſed, and never conceive a perpe- 
tual hatred without juſt cauſe of anger. They 
are addicted to drunkenneſs and luxury, which 
are not even eſteemed crimes. 'The church- 
men get drunk as well as the laiety, and keep 
beautiful ſlaves for concubines. Nobody ig 
offended at this, becauſe it is the general au- 
thorized cuſtom. The Prefect of the Capu- 
chins aſſured me, that he had heard the Catho- 
licos, or Patriarch of Georgia ſay, that he who 
at the great feaſts, as Chriſtmas and Eafter, 
does not get quite drunk, ought not to be 
efleemed a Chriftian, and deſerves to be ex 


eommunicated. The women are no leſs * 


mutually abhor each o 
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than the men; their deſires are warm, and they 
are even more to blame than the other ſex for 
that torrent of impurity that overflows the 
8 The Georgians are allo great uſurers, 
they ſeldom lend without pledges, and the 
loweſt intereſt they take is 2 per cent. a month. 
In other reſpects the Georgians are civil, friend- 
ly, and appear with great gravity, Their 
manners and cuſtoms are a mixture of thoſe of 
moſt of the nations that ſurround them. 'This, 
1 believe, proceeds, from the commerce they 
carry on with many different countries, and 
ſrom the liberty every one enjoys in Georgia, of 
hving according to his own religion and cuſ- 
toms, and of . defending them. Here 
you ſee Armenians, Greeks, Turks, Perfians, In- 
dians, Tartars, and Moſcowttes. The Armeni- 
ans are even. more numerous than the Georgians 
themſelves; they are alſo more rich, and fill 
moſt of the. inferior poſts and 'employments of 
the ſtate; but the Georgians are more power- 
ful, more vain, and oftentatious. The diffe- 
rence between their diſpoſitions, manners, and 
belief, has cauſed a reciprocal hatred, They 
| 5 and never inter- 
marry, The Georgians, in particular, conſider 
the Armenians in much the ſame light as that 
in which many Europeans behold the Jesus. 
The habit of the Georgians is almoſt like 
that of the Poles: they wear their bonnets like 


theirs; their veſts are open at the breaſt, and 
faſtened with buttons and loops; their cover- 


ing for the legs and feet reſembles that of -=_ 
| er- 
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Perſiant, and the habit of the woman is entire. 
ly Perſian. 1 

The houſes of the great, and all the public 
edifices, are erected on the ſame models az 
thoſe in Pera. They build very cheap; for 
they have wood, ſtone, plaſter, and lime in 
abundance. They alſo imitate the Perfans in 
their manner of fitting, lying and eating. 

The nobility exerciſe the moſt tyrannica 
power over their vaſſals, whom they oblige to 
work for them whole months together, and az 
often as they pleaſe, without giving them ei- 
ther pay or food. They think thi y havea right 
to their ſubſtance, liberty, and lives: they take 
their children and ſell them, or keep them az 
ſlaves: but they ſeldom ſell any, eſpecially 
women, who are above twenty years of ape. 

The Georgians are almoſt as ignorant with 
reſpect to religion as the Mingreliant. Both 
theſe countries received the knowledge of Chri- 
iauity in the fourth century, from a woman 
of [beria, who embraced the Chriſtian religion 
at Conflantineple; and both have now loſt the 
ſpirit of it. There are many biſhops in Gar- 
ia beſides the Catholicos'or Patriarch. The 
Prince, though of the Mabometan religion, 
commonly fills the vacant ſees, and generally 
chuſes his own relations; even the Catholicos 
is his brother. The churches in the towns are 
kept in decent order; but in the country they 
are very dirty. The Georgians, like other 
Chriſtians ſituated to the north and the weſt of 
them, have a ſtrange cuſtom of building mok 


of their churches on the top of mountains, in 
| | diſtant, 


vw 


8 B& 5 


— 
— 


FEN ZAS L E 


2. 


2 


an 
ion 
the 
8 


be 


through MinGRELIA into PERSIA. 159 


diftant, and almoſt inacceſſible places. They 
ſee and falute them at three or four leagues |, 
diſtance : but they hardly ever go to them; and 
it is certain that moſt of them are not opened 
once in ten years. They build them, — 
abandon them to the injuries of the weather, 
and to the birds. The reaſon of this cuſtom 
I could never diſcover, YI 17 
Moſt of the Georgian Lords make an out- 
ward profeſſion of the Mahometan religion, 
ſome to gain employments at court, or pen- 
fons from the ſtate : others to obtain the ho- 
nour of marrying their daughters to the Prince, 
or only to hens Fog them to the ſervice of his 
women. There are ſome of theſe baſe nobili- 


| 22 will themſelves lead their moſt beauti- 
| 


daughters to the Prince;. for which they 
are agreed by a polt in the government, or 2 
nſion. : 
While I was at Teſit, a Georgian Lord, let- 
ting the Prince know that he had a neice re- 
markable for her uncommon beauty, his Ma- 
jeu ordered that ſhe ſhould be brought to him, 
and he took upon himſelf the office of bring- 
ing her. The villain went to his ſiſter, who 
was a widow, and told her, that the Prince 
would marry her daughter, and that ſhe wuſt 
prepare her for that hononr. The mother im- 
mediately informed the poor girl of the vio- 
lence that was oing to be offered her, ſhe 
loved a young Lord in the neighbourhood, 
who had an equal affection for her; and their 
mother had encouraged their paſſion. In this 
diſtreſs they took the reſolution to condole 
| 3 with 
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with the lover. They ſent for him, and he 
arnved ſoon after. He found the mother and 
her daughter ſhut up by themſelves, mingling 
their tears, and in the deepeſt diſtreſs lament- 
ing the ſeverity of her fate. The lover threy 
himſelf at their feet, and let them know that 
he feared nothing ſo much as the loſs of his 
miſtreſs ; and the Prince could inflict nothing 
on him ſo dreadful as this loſs. That the only 
way of preſerving him from 1t, was their being 
immediately married, and that the next day, 
they might inform their perfidious uncle, that 
ſhe was no longer a maid. The propoſal was 
accepted, and the mother leaving the room, 
the lover wiped away the tears of diſtreſs that 


fell from the eyes of his miſtreſs, by inſtantly 


marrying her. The uncle diſcovered the whole 
affair, and told it to his Majeſty, who beiny 
enraged at his diſappointment, gave exprels 
orders for bringing to court both the mother, 
the daughter, and the huſband. But they fied, 
and for ſome months eſcaped from place to 
place. At length being convinced that they 
ſhould be at laſt taken, they got to Acalxila, 
where the Tr4iþ Baſſa took them under his 
protection. 

The fear of ſuch accidents obliges thoſe of 
the Georgians who have beautiful daughters, to 
marry them as ſoon as poflible, and even in 
their infancy. The poor eſpecially marry 
theirs early, and even in the cradle, that the 
Lords to whom they are ſubje&, may not take 
them away in order to ſell, or make then 
their concubines, \ 5 
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: - Ctorgia has but four fortified towns, Tefis, 
( Cory, Suram, and Aly ; of which the former is 
5 the capital of the province. It is ſituated at 
5 the foot of a mountain, and by it runs the 
, river Kur. The city is ſurrounded with hand- 
4 ſome ſtrong walls, except on the river fide, 
* and extends from north to ſouth. It has a 
8 large fortreſs on the declivity of the mountain, 
L where the garriſon only conſiſts of native Per- 
18 fan. Here is a public ſquare, an arſenal, and 
4 a market. This fortreſs is a place of refuge 
| 


for criminals and 'debtors. The Prince of 
Georgia is obliged to paſs through it, when he 
n. goes, according to cuſtom, without the gates 


of the city to receive the letters and preſents 

tl ent him by the King of Perſia; becauſe the city 

ole has no other enterance in the road from P:r/ia, 

oy but throngh this fortreſs ; and the Prince never 

els paſſes through it, without the apprehenſions 

* that the Governor has ſecret orders to ſeize his 
, 


perſon, Teffis has fourteen churches, which is 
a great number in a country where there is ſo 
der lirtle devotion. Six of theſe belong to the 
{ Georgians, and the reſt to the Armenians. The 
his cathedral, which is called Sion, is ſituated on 
of the bank of the river, and is entirely built of 
hewn ſtones. It is an ancient building, ve 
entire, and has four naves. In the middle is 
a large dome ſupported by four maſly pillars. 
ga The great altar is in the midſt of the nave fa- 
cing the eaſt. The inſide is filled with Greek 
paintings lately executed by ſuch wretched 
hem hands, that it is extremely difficult to diſcover 
5 What they are intended to repreſent. To this 
P 3 edi- 
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edifice joins the Biſhop's palace, and the pria- 
cipal churches of the Georgians : who had alſo 
a handſome church at the Bach end of the city; 
but it is now converted into a magazine for 
gunpowder. | | 
Though this city belongs to the empire of 
Perſia, and as well as the whole province, is 
governed by a Prince who profeſſes the Make 
zetan religion, it has not one moſque. The 
Perfians have indeed made uſe of their utmoſt 
endeavours to build them; but have never 
been able to accompliſh it ; for the people im- 
mediately roſe in arms, palled down the work, 
and beat the workmen. The Princes of Ges- 
gia were indeed glad of theſe ſeditions, though 
they pretended the contrary ; for having ab- 
Jured the Chri/tian religion only to obtain the 
Viceroyalty, they were not willing to conſent 
to the eſtabliſhment of Mahometani/m. The 
Georgians are naturally mutinous, fickle, and 
brave; and being ſituated near the Turks, the 
Perſians have not been willing to come to ex- 
tremities with them; hence Tefiis, and all Ger- 
| gia, are allowed the liberty of preſerving ther 
religion, They uſe bells in their churches; 
they daily fell pork in the market, and wine is 
ſold at the corners of the ftreets. 
 . The public buildings at Tefis make a hand- 
ſome appearance, theſe are of ſtone, and kept 
in good order; particularly the bazars, and 
the cara vanſerais. The palace of the Prince 1s 
one of the principal ornaments of the city. 
It has grand ſaloons, which open upon the 


river, and face very extenſive gardens. There 
| | are 
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we aviaries filled with a great number of birds 
of different kinds ; and a very noble falconry, 
Before the palace is a ſquare, in which may be 
drawn. up near a thouſand horſe. It is ſur- 
rounded with ſhops, and oppoſite the gate of 
the palace is the grand bazar, from the upper 
end of which the fquare and the front of the - 
palace 7 in a beautiful perſpeftive. Ig 
the neighbourhood of the city are many plea- 
fare houſes and fine gardens. | 
On the 10th, the Prefect of the Capuchin 

mformed the Viceroy of my arrival; which, 
indeed, could not be concealed from a Prince, 
who knows. the moſt trifling things that hap- 
pens at Tefits : but I was deſirous of ſeeing 
dim, and preſenting the paſſports of the King 
of Perſia, addreſſed to all the Governors of 
provinces, to whom I was ſtrongly recom- 
mended ; for I made no doubt but at the fight 
of theſe orders, he would give me a good re- 
ception, and an eſcort to conduct me out of 
his dominions. This Prince, who is called 
Chanawas Khan, told the Prefect that I was 
welcome, and that I ſhould do him a pleaſure 
to come and ſee him as ſoon as I could; and 
on the 12th, he ſent a gentleman to inform 
me, that as he was entering on a week of re- 
Joicing, during which he ſhould every day give 
a public entertainment to his whole court, he 
deſired me to come. The Capuchins intreated 
my comrade and I, to dreſs as well as poſſible, 
and on their account to make a very noble 
preſent to the Prince. To this I agreed, being 
very glad of an opportunity of ſhewing my 
grati- 
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titude for the important ſervices I had re- 

. Ceived from them. | 
It was near noon when we went to the 
lace, accompanied by the Prefect, and one of 
the community, named Father Raphael. The 
Prince was in a hall about 100 feet long and 
40 broad, built on the bank of the river, with 
an open front on that ſide. The cieling was 
covered with moſaic work, and ſupported by a 
number of pillars between 25 and zo feet in 
height, painted and gilt, and the whole room 
was covered with rich tapeſtry. The Prince 
and the principal nobility, were placed neat 
three fires, which with ſeveral pans of coals, 
ſufficiently heated the room. Charawas Khan 
cauſes himſelf to be ſaluted like the King of 
Perſia, by kneeling at two or three paces diſ. 
rance, and bowing the head three times ſuc- 
ceſſively to the floor. But this is diſpenſed 
with, in regard to the Europeans, and I ſaluted 
him without kneeling. ' Two gentlemen in 
waiting, afterwards led me to my place; but 
I would not fit above the Capuchins ; for 1 
was glad of an opportunity of doing them 
honour. Bag | 

While I was bowing, a gentleman at the 
door of the hall took my letters patent from 
the King of Perfa, which I held in my hand, 
and the preſent for the Prince, which I had 
brought, and had ranged in a large filver 
bowl. The Prince opened the patent, put it to 
his mouth, and his forehead, then gave it to 
his firſt Miniſter, for him to tell him its con- 


tents. Afterwards he looked at the preſent, 
, which 
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which was placed at his feet, with much cu- 
rioſity and pleaſure, It conſiſted of a large 
watch in a filver caſe, chaſed and gilt: a eryſ- 
tal mirrour mounted in filver: a gold box ena- 
melled, to hold pills of opium, which moſt of 
the Perfians take feveral times a day : a very 
neat caſe of ſurgeons inſtruments, and knives 
with curious handles. | 

The firſt Miniſter, after having read the pa- 
tent, in a low voice, told the Piimes what 1t 
contained. All the great men admired the 
the words wrote in gold, and the flowered work 
in the margin, which was very large. It was 
one ſheet of paper two feet and a half long, 
and thirteen or fourteen inches broad. Beſides 
the writing in gold, there were words in blue, 
and others in red, thus the principal words 
and- fentences were diſtinguiſhed, while the 
reſt were wrote in black. | 

In bowing to the Viceroy, I ſpoke not a 
word, nor did he move. A moment after I 
was ſeated, he ſent me half a large loaf, which 
food before him, upon a gilt diſh, and or- 
dered me to be told that I was welcome, A 
kttle after he fent to aſk me, how the war 
went on between the Tzr#s and the Poles. 

J ſhall' not defcribe the order and magni- 
ficence of this feaſt ; I ſhall. only ſay, that a 
1 deal of wine was drank, and that a pro- 

igious quantity of meat was eaten. We aroſe 
from table after having fat three hours; and 
yet the roaſt meat was not yet brought in. We 
made a low bow to the Prince on our ane 
when 
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when he ſent again to tell us, we were wel. 
come, and ordered us to be conducted home. 
On the 14th the Prince ſent us two great 
flagons of wine, two pheaſants, and four par- 
tridges. The gentleman who brought them, 
told me, that the Prince had given him or. 
ders to enquire, whether I wanted any thing; 
and whether the Capuch ins took care to divert 
us; and to tell us, that if we liked the wine 
he ſent us, we might ſend every day for it ty 
his pantry. . I thanked the gentleman, and de- 
fircd him to aſſure the Prince, that the Capy- 
chins ſuffered us to want for nothing, and that 
we drank together the Prince's health, with 
the wine he ſent. Indeed, we could no where 
drink better. WE 

On the 16th, the Prince invited us to the 
marriage of his neice, which was performed 
at the palace, I went there with the Prefect 
and Father Raphael, one of the Capuchins; 
but the marriage ceremony was almoſt over be- 
fore we arrived. It was performed in the grand 
ſaloon where we had dined before, aud it be- 
ing full of ladies, no other men were admitted 
but the Prince, and his near relations. 

It is only ſince the Georgians have been ſub- 
jet to Pera, that they have. forbid their 
women to converſe with men: this, however, 
takes place only in the towns; for in the 
country, and in places where there are no 
Mahometans, they wear no veils, and make no 
difficulty of ſeeing and ſpeaking to the other 
ſex; but as the cuſtoms of the Mahometan 


gradually gain ground in Georgia, with their 
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religion, the liberty of the women decreaſes 
in the ſame proportion. 

The marriage feaſt was on a terrace of the 
palace, ſurrounded with a ſopha two feet high ; 
and upon it was erected a' grand pavilion ſup- 
ported on fine columns twenty-two feet in 
height, and about five inches in diameter. 
The lining was of gold and filver brocade, 
velvet, and painted linen, ſo artful joined, 
that by the light of the tapers it appeared like 
a cieling compoſed of flowers and moreſco 
work. The' floors were covered with fine ' 
carpets, and the place hghted with 40 large 
lamps fixed on ſtands reſembling candleſticks, 
moſt of which were forty pounds weight; and 
15 inches in diameter; the four next the 
Prince were gilt, and the others ſilver'd. The 
ſtand at the height of a foot and a half, bore 
a cup full of tallow, which ſupplied two wicks 
with light. | | 

The gueſts, who amounted to about an 
hundred, were ranged on ſophas, extending 
round the room: the Prince fat on one raiſe 
above the reft, and covered with a canopy 
made in the form of a dome. His ſon and 
his brothers were on his right, and the Biſhops 
on his left. The Prince made us fit with the 
Capuchins immediately after the Biſhops, and 
the muſicians were below. Soon after we 
were ſeated the bridegroom entered, led by 
the Catholicos, and having taken his ſeat, the 
Prince's relations went to make him their 
compliments, and to offer him a preſent; and 
ths was afterwards done by moſt of the other 

br : gueſts 
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gaeſts, each in his rank. This formed a kind 
of proceſſion, that laſted about half an hour, The 


preſents conſiſted of money in gold and ſilver, 


and in ſmall ſilver cups: but all of them together 
did not, I believe, amount to above 200 crowns, 
In the mean while ſupper was ſerved up in 
the following manner: firſt, cloths of the 


length of the ſophas were, ſpread before all 
the gueſts. The bread was then ſerved up, 


and the meat brought in large covered ſilver 
diſhes, the diſh and cover commonly weighing 

o or 60 marks. Thoſe who. brought the 

iſhes into the hall, ranged them on a cloth at 
the entrance; other officers brought them to 
the carvers, who filled deep plates, which 
they. preſented to the gueſts; bringing them 
firſt to the Prince, then to the others. They 
firſt ſerved the ſame meat round, then another, 
and ſo on. The feaſt: confiſted of three ſer- 
vices, in each of which there were about 60 
of theſe large covered diſhes: . The firſt was of 
all ſorts of pilaw or pleo; that is, rice dreſſed 
with meat, which was of various colours and 
taſtes ; the yellow was dreſſed with ſaffron, 
cinnamon and ſugar ; the red with the juice of 
the pomegrauate ; but the white, which 1 
the „was of the natural colour. Thi 
pilaw 1s very delicate food, and extremely 
wholeſome. The ſecond ſervice was of tar, 
ſweet and ſour fricaſees, and ragouts, The 
third, was of roaſt meat. All the three fer- 
vices were mixed with fiſh, eggs, and pulle 
for the eccleſiaſtics. Every thing was brought 
| | is 


* Each Mark being eight Ounces. 
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in and taken away with ſurprifing filence : for 
three Europeans at a table would make more 
noiſe than all the gueſts and ſervants in this 
hall, who were not leſs than an hundred and 
fifty. | | 
The prodigious number of drinking veſſels 
was alſo very ſurpriſing; theſe were about 
120, and conſiſted of bowls, cups, and horns, 
fixty flagons, and twelve tankards. The fla- 
gons were of gold poliſhed or enamelled. The 
cups and bowls were ſome of gold enamelled, 
ſome of poliſhed gold, others adorned with pre- 
cious ſtones, and others of filver. The horns were 
adorned like the - richeſt cups, and were of 
ſeveral ſizes ; but moſt of them were about 
eight inches in height, and of a bright black. 
Some of them were made of the horn of the 
rhinoceros ; but the moſt common were of 
cows horns. }, als: | 
I do not know how long the feaſt laſted ; 
for I did not ſtay till the end of it; we re- 
tiring at midnight, when the roaſt meat was 
not taken away. No body drank till the third 
ſervice, and then they began to drink healths 
in the following manner. They delivered to 
eight perſons neareſt the Prince, four on his 
right hand, and four on his left, eight ſmall 
cups of the ſame ſize and faſhion full of wine. 
Thoſe on the right hand drank off the wine 
firſt, and then thoſe on the left. The others 
next them were then ſerved till the health went 
round. After which they began again with 
eight larger cups. It is the cuſtom of the 
country to drink the healths of the great with 
Vol. XV. . the 
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the largeſt cups ; and the gueſts,” to ſhew their 
reſpe&, continue this till they are quite drunk. 
In this manner they drank for the two laſt 
hours of my being there, 1 afterwards learnt 
that they did not break off till it was light, 
The Capuchins and I were exempted from 
drinking, and indeed had I drank: as much 
as thoſe who ſat near me, I ſhould have died 
upon the ſpot: but the Prince gave orders 
that' we ſhould-drink no more than we hiked, 

When the healths began the inftruments and 
vocal muſic ſtruck up. with which the whole 
aſſembly ſeemed: tranſported, though to me it 
appeared rude and barbarous. _ | 

On the zoth, I defired the Prefect and Fa- 
ther Raphael to return thanks to the Prince for 
the honours he had con ferred upon me, and to 
to defire him to grant me an officer to conduct 
me as far as Irivan, the capital of Armenia 
Major; to which the Prince readily agreed, 
He profeſſed to entertain an eſteem for the 
Europeans, and that he ſhould” be glad to have 
a number of them ſettled in Georgia; and 
added, that if they came thither for the ſake 
of trade he would grant them all the advan- 
tages they could deſire; and that as his coun- 
try extended to the Black Sea, they would find 
their advantage in travelling through it to the 
Eaft. Indies. 7 
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The Author leaves Teflis, and proceeds to Diem, 


and from thence to Irivan, which is particularly 
deſeribed,' æuith the Cuſtoms and Manners of 
' the Inhabitants ;, and of the Gowerner's Camp. 
He then trawels to Nacchivan, Abxener, 
2 and Tauris to Upaban. | 


N the 28th of e we left eh, 

our Mehemander riding before to pre- 
vent my paying any duties, and to furniſh 
us with proviſions and lodgings on the road. 
The next day we proceeded eight leagues 
through/a beautiful plain, to a town named 
Cupritent, or the Village of the Bridge, from 
its being built near a very fine one that extends 
over the river Tabadi. The town conſiſts of 
about 150 houſes, and the bridge, which 
Joins two mountains that are ſeparated by the 
nver, is ſupported. by four unequal arches that 
re from two irregular maſſes of rock found in 
the river. Thoſe at the two ends open on 
each fide, and are hollowed out into ſmall 
chambers and porticoes, for the accommoda- 
tion of paſſengers: an arch near the middle 
of the river, has an opening on each ſide, with 
two chambers at the ends, and two large 
covered balconies, where the people may en- 
Joy the freſh air during the heat of ſummer. 
You here deſcend by two pair of ſtairs which 


Q 2 are 
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are cut down from the arch. This bridge 
Joins to a caravanſerai now in ruins; though 

it has been one of the fineſt in all Georgia. 
The three following days we paſſed over 
high mountains difficult of acceſs, and arrived 
on the 4th of March at Dilyjan, a town con- 
filing of about 300 houſes, ſituated on a river 
that runs at the foot of a high and frightful 
mountain, which, as well as the others we 
had juſt paſſed, forms a part of Mount Tavru, 
On theſe high mountains we were much in- 
commoded by the ſnow and cold; but there 
is every where to be found abundance of wa- 
ter, and here and there are ſmall ſertile plains. 
The goodneſs of the ſoil, and the number of 
the villages are almoſt incredible; ſome of 
theſe are on points of land ſo high, that the 
paſſengers below can ſcarcely ſee them. Moſt 
of them are inhabited by Georgian and Armenian 
Chriſtians; but they are not intermixed, for 
they are ſuch enemies, that they will not 
dwell together in the ſame village. In all 
theſe mountains are found neither caravanſe- 
rais nor any other public houſes ; but we 
lodged commodiouſly enough with the pea- 
ſants, who ſupplied us with plenty of meat 
and drink; for our Mehemander went before, 
to provide for our reception, ſo that on my ar- 
rival at a village, I found a houſe and ſtable 
prepared, a great fire lighted, . and ſupper 
ready. The firſt day I would have given ſome- 
thing to my landlord ; but my conductor pre- 
vented me, ſaying, that was not the cuſtom, 
and that I ſhould rather give it to. him, I 
| therefore 
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therefore afterwards privately hid ſomething 
for the uſe of the people with whom we 
lodged. Thus we travelled very commo- 
diouſly ; and at night my chamber was guard- 
ed by the men of the village who ſtood ſentry, 
as well to execute my orders, as to guard me 
from danger, though there was nothing to 
fear, 

Moſt of the houſes of theſe villages are 
properly caverns; for they are hollowed out 
of the earth. The others are built of large 
beams quite up to the top, which is made 
flat, and covered with turf, an opening being 
left in the middle to admit the light, and let 
out the ſmoke ; this hole they ſtop when they 
pleaſe. The above caverns have the ad- 
vantage of being warm in winter and cool in 


ſummer. 


The town of Dilyjan, and all the country 
for ſix leagues rol, is called the territory of 
Caſac, and depends on Perſſa, in the ſame 
manner as Georgia, it being always governed 
by its natural Princes, in a direct line from 
father to ſon. Abas the Great conquered all 
theſe countries at the ſame time that he made 
himſelf maſter of Georgia. | 

On the 5th, we proceeded five leagues in 
paſſing the frightful mountain already men- 
tioned, I thought I ſhould have died with 
the fatigue of this journey. I was troubled 
with a dyſentery, which obliged me to diſ- 
mount every quarter of an hour: two men 
ſupported me, and a third led my horſe. The 
whole mountain was covered with ſnow, and 
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nothing elſe could be ſeen above us, no not ſo 
much as a tree or a plant. . The road was a 
narrow path of ſnow hardened by being 
trampled upon by travellers and their horſes; 
and as ſoon as we ſet a foot out of this path, we 
funk up to the middle. There is no poſſibility 
of paſſing this mountain while the ſnow is fall. 
ing, or when the wind blows ; for then the 
track is loſt,” and thus many people periſh 
every year. This ſnow never melts, and the 
mountain is perpetually covered with it. 
The next day, theugh half dead, I con- 
tinued my journey, and ſpurred on by the 
hopes of finding ſome relief at Irivan, we 
procceded five | Bows to Bickni, a conſider- 
able town, fitnated at the foot of a mountain 
on the banks of the Zengui, and lodged at a 
handfome monaſtery belonging to the A 
zians, built between the town and the moun- 
rain. The Monks received me with much 
humanity ; bat it being Lent, nothing could 
revail on them to make me ſome chicken- 
ak, and my conductor was obliged to make N 
uſe of all his authority to get me a fey 


eggs. 


nevt warning at break of. day we de 
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by following the example of the natives in 
putting a thin black or green filk handkerchief 
before our eyes, which only ſerves to leſſen the 
evil, When we met with peaſants, it was 
neceſſary to diſpute who ſhould enter the ſnbw, 
for the track is ſo narrow, that two horſes 
cannot paſs by each other upon it, When the 
numbers are equal, they uſually come to blows, 
otherwiſe the weakeſt yield. They unload their 
horſes, and make them enter the ſnow, in 
which they fink up to their bellies, and thus 
Rand to give a paſlage to the others. To this 
all whom we met were obliged by my con- 
ductor to ſubmit. We paſled by ſeveral towns 
and villages, and at night arrived at [rivan. 
Irivan is a large dirty city, the greateſt part 
of which is filled with gardens — vineyards. 
It is ſituated in a plain — with moun- 


tains, and on the banks of two rivers, the 
Lengui waſhing it to the north weft, and a 


nver called the Forty Fountains, from the num- 
ber of its ſources, running to the ſouth weſt. 


The fortreſs, which is at a little diſtance, 


might paſs for a ſmall city. It is of an oval 


form, 4000 paces round, and contains about 
800 houſes. None live in it but native Per- 
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are cut down from the arch. This bridge 
Joins to a caravanſerai now in ruins ; though 

it has been one of the fineſt in all Georgia. 
The three following days we paſſed over 
high mountains difficult of acceſs, and arrived 
on the 4th of March at Dilyan, a town con- 
fiſting of about 300 houſes, ſituated on a river 
that runs at the foot of a high and frightful 
mountain, which, as well as the others we 
had juſt paſſed, forms a part of Mount Taurus. 
On theſe high mountains we were much in- 
commoded by the ſnow and cold ; but there 
is every where to be found abundance of wa- 
ter, and here and there are ſmall ſertile plains. 
The goodneſs of the ſoil, and the number of 
the villages are almoſt incredible; ſome of 
theſe are on points of land ſo high, that the 
paſſengers below can ſcarcely ſee them. Mot 
of them are inhabited by Georgian and Armenian 
Chriſtians; but they are not intermixed, for 
they are ſuch enemies, that they will not 
dweil together in the ſame village. In all 
theſe mountains are found neither caravanſe- 
rais nor any other public houſes; but we 
lodged commodiouſly enough with the pea- 
ſants, who ſupplied us with plenty of meat 
and drink ; for our Mehemander went before, 
to provide for our reception, ſo that on my ar- 
rival at a village, I found a houſe and ſtable 
prepared, a great fire lighted, . and ſupper 
ready. The firſt day I would have given ſome- 
thing to my landlord ; but my conductor pre- 
vented me, ſaying, that was not the cuſtom, 
and that I ſhould rather give it to him, 1 
therefore 
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therefore afterwards privately hid ſomething 
| for the uſe of the people with whom we 
lodged. Thus we travelled very commo- 
; diouſly ; and at night my chamber was guard- 
| ed by the men of the village who ſtood ſentry, 
- as well to execute my orders, as to guard me 
| from danger, though there was nothing to 
fear. 
: Moſt of the houſes of theſe villages are 
properly caverns; for they are hollowed out 


- of the earth. The others are built of large 
e beams ws up to the top, which 15 made 
- flat, and covered with turf, an opening being 


. iert in the middle to admit the light, and let 
f out the ſmoke ; this hole they ſtop when they 


f pleaſe. The above caverns have the ad- 
e vantage of being warm in winter and cool in 
t ſummer. | 

1 The town of D:lyjan, and all the country 
r for fix leagues round, is called the territory of 
t Caſac, and depends on Perſia, in the ſame 
U manner as Georgia, it being always governed 
a by its natural Princes, in a direct line from 
e father to ſon. Abas the Great conquered all 
I- theſe countries at the ſame time that he made 
at himſelf maſter of Georgia. 

e, On the 5th, we proceeded five leagues in 
r- paſſing the frightful mountain already men- 
le tioned. I thought I ſhould have died with 
er the fatigue of this journey. I was troubled 
e · with a dyſentery, which obliged me to diſ- 
e- mount every quarter of an hour: two men 
, ſupported me, and a third led my horſe. The 
whole mountain was covered with ſnow, and 
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nothing elſe could be ſeen above us, no not ſo 
much as a tree or a plant. 'The road was a 
narrow path of ſnow hardened by being 
trampled upon by travellers and their horſes : 
and as ſoon as we ſet a foot out of this path, we 
funk up to the middle. There is no poſſibility 
of paſſing this mountain while the ſnow 1s fall- 
mg, or when the wind blows ; for then the 
track is Joſt, and thus many people periſh 
every year. This ſnow never melts, and the 
mountain is perpetually covered with it. 
The next day, though half dead, I' con- 
tinued my journey, and ſpurred on by the 
hopes of finding ſome relief at Irivan, we 
procceded five leagues to Bickni, a confider- 
able town, fitnated at the foot of a mountain 
on the banks of the Zengui, and lodged at a 
handfome monaſtery belonging to the Arne 
xians, built between the town and the moun— 
train. The Monks received me with much 
humanity ; bat it being Lent, nothing could 
prevail on them to make me ſome chicken- 
broth, and my conductor was obliged to make 
uſe of all his authority to get me a few 
eggs. 
The next morning at break of day, we de- 
parted, after having made a ſmall preſent” to 
the monaſtery, and travelled nine leagues over 
plains covered with ſnow. The travelling in 
theſe ſnows is attended with great pain and 
danger, from the rays of the fun, which fall 
ing upon it, give it an inſupportable bright- 
neſs, that is very prejudicial to the fight, not- 
withſtanding all the precautions we could m 
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0 by following the example of the natives in 
2 putting a thin black or green filk handkerchief 
8 before our eyes, which only ſerves to leſſen the 
5 evil. When we met with peaſants, it was 
5e neceſlary to diſpute who ſhould enter the ſnow, 
ty for the track 1s ſo narrow, that two horſes 
II. cannot paſs by each other upon it. When the 
he numbers are equal, they uſually come to blows, 
ſſr otherwiſe the weakeſt yield. They unload their 
he horſes, and make them enter the ſnow, in 
which they fink up to their bellies, and thus 
n- Rand to give a paſſage to the others. To this 
he all whom we met were obliged by my con- 
ve ductor to ſubmit. We paſled by ſeveral towns 
er- and villages, and at night arrived at Iriwan. 
un Irivan is a large dirty city, the greateſt part 
= of which is filled with gardens — vineyards. 
14 It is ſituated in a plain ſurrounded with moun- 
in- tains, and on the banks of two rivers, the 
ch Lengui waſhing it to the north weſt, and a 
1d river called the Forty Fountains, from the num- 
n- ber of its ſources, running to the ſouth weſt. 
ke The fortreſs, which is at a little diſtance, 
ew might paſs for a ſmall city. It is of an oval 
form, 4000 paces round, and contains about 
de- Yoo houſes. None live in it but native Per- 
to Fans. The Armenians have ſhops in which they 
ver work, and trade in the day ; but at night they 
in ſhut them up, and return to their houſes. This 
ind fortreſs has three walls of earth, and battle- 
all- ments of white bricks, flanked with towers, g 
ht- and provided with narrow ramparts, extending 3 
ot- on the north to a dreadful precipice above | 


ke, i 200 yards deep, at the bottom of which flows N 
br "RE the | 
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the river. This inacceſſible part is only fortified 
with terraſſes furniſhed with artillery. The gar- 
riſon conſiſts of 2000 Per/rans. It has as many 
gates and walls, all of them caſed with 1ron, 
and defended by batteries, portculliſes, and 
fortified guard houſes, The palace of the Go- 
vernor of the province is on the brink of the 
precipice, and makes a handſome appearance. 
On an eminence at a thouſand paces diſtance is 
a fort, fortified with a double wall and artille- 
ry, that commands the fortreſs. 

There are ſeveral churches in the city, 
the principal of which is the Biſhop's, and 
another called Catowihe, theſe were erected 
during the reigns of the laſt Kings of Armenia. 
The others which have been ſince built, are 
ſmall, ſank in the earth, and have ſome re- 
ſemblance to catacombs. 

Near the Epiſcopal church - is an old tower 
built of hewn ſtones ; but I could neither learn 
the time nor the uſe for which it was built. 
On the outſide are inſcriptions in characters 
like thoſe of the Armenians, but the Armenians 
cannot read them, This is an antique work, 
of a ſingular architecture, and around it are 
ſeveral ruins, which ſeem to have belonged to 
a cloiſter. Near the above ſtructure is a moſque 
in ruins, and at ſome diſtance is a large ſquare 
400 paces in diameter, ſurrounded with trees . 
This is uſed for carouſals, horſe- races, wreſt- 


ling matches, and all exerciſes either on horſe- 


back or on foot. There are many baths in the 
town and fortreſs, and ſeveral caravanſerais; 
the knelt of which is within 500 paces of = 
caſtle. 
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caſtle. It was built a few years ago by the 
Governor of Armenia. The gate is 80 paces 
deep, and forms a fine gallery, filled with 
ſhops, where all ſorts of ſtuffs are ſold. The 
body of the edifice 1s ſquare, and contains 
three great lodging rooms, and ſixty ſmall 
ones, with large ſtables, and many ſpacious 
warehouſes. Before it is a market ſurrounded 
with ſhops, in which are fold all forts of pro- 
viſions, and by the fide of it is a fine moſque, 
and two coffee-houſes. 

Irivan is ſituated in 41 degrees 15 North 
latitude, and enjoys a good air; but it is thick 
and very cold. The winter laſts long, and the 
ſnow ſometimes falls in April. The country 
is, however, extremely fertile, and the wine pro- 
duced in its neighbourhood 1s good and cheap. 
The Armenians have a tradition, that Noah 
planted the vine near Irivan, and point out the 
very ſpot. All forts of proviſions are produced 
in the neighbonrhood of the city, and ſold at 
a low price, The two rivers that flow by its 
ſide, and the lake of 1rivan, which is at three 
{mall days journey to the north-weſt, furniſh 
the city with fine fiſh, particularly trouts and 
carp that are remarkahly good, and famous all 
over the eaſt : ſome of them I have ſeen three 
feet long. 

The Armenians eſteem this the moſt ancient 
city of the world, and believe that Noah dwelt 
there both before and after the deluge, when he 
deſcended from the mountain on which the ark 
reſted, They even ſay, that here was the ter- 
reſtrial paradiſe, . 

* At 
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At twelve leagues from Jrivan, is the cele. 


brated mountain on which almoſt all the peo- 


ple of the country are firmly perſuaded that che 
ark reſted. This mountain is ſo high and 
large, that when the air is clear, it does not 
appear above two leagues diſtant. The 4-- 
menians even believe that the ark is Kill on the 
ſummit of this mountain, and ſay that a Monk 
named James, being refolved to ſee it, or die 
in the attempt, went half way up the acclivity; 
but could go no farther, becauſe having aſcend- 
ed thus far every day, he was, while afleep in 
the night, carried back to the place from 
whence he ſet out in the morning. They add, 


chat this continued a long time, till God being 


willing to ſatisfy in part his deſires, fent him a 
piece of the ark by an angel and ordered him 
to be told, that all acceſs to the top was for- 
bidden to mankind. 

At the foot of the mountain is a village of 
Chriſtians, and a monaſtery; for which the 
Armenians have great devotion, 'believing that 
Neah firſt offered ſacrifices there after the de- 
bugc. This is called The Monaſtery of the Af oftles ; 
from its being pretended that the bodies of St. 
Andrew and St. Matthew were found there, 
and that the fkull of that evangeliſt is pre- 


| ſerved in the church of the monaſtery. The 


ople relate a hundred other abſurd” particu- 


lars of this place, and of the country all around, 


which they make their Holy Land. 

I having ſent to inform the Governor of Tri- 
van of my arrival, a meſſengev came to tell 
me that I was welcome; and that he was very 
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deſirous of ſeeing me, and a part of the jewels 
I had brought. I was then aſked how many 
men I had with me, and whether I choſe to 
lodge in the fortreſs, or in the great caravan- 
ſerai. J choſe the latter; becauſe there can 
be no place more ſecure, and there 1s no want 
of company ; for merchants come there from 
all parts of {4fa. On this the Governor giv- 
ing orders for my having one of the beſt apart- 
ments, I went thither the next day, with all 
my baggage, and about noon an officer belong- 
ing to the Governor brought me an order from 
the Intendant to receive daily from the pro- 
per officer, bread, wine, Meſh, fiſh, fruit, 
rice, butter, wood, and other neceſſaries for 
ſix perſons. The quantity for each is regulated; 
but the portion allowed for one perſon is ſuffi- 
cient for two. | | 

On the 1oth, 1went, by the Governor's de- 
fire, to pay him a viſit, and found him in a 
a large handſome light clofet, with ſeveral 
Lords of the country. He treated me with 
great complaiſance, told me three times that I 
was welcome, and'entertained me with ſweet- 
meats and Ryfian brandy. I ſkewed him my 
patents, after which, he ſpent an hour in aſking 
me news of Europe, in relation to the wars in 
that part of the world ; the preſent diſpofi- 
tion of the Chriſtian Princes, and the ſtate of 
the ſciences, with the new diſcoveries that had 
been made. He ſpent another hour in examin- 
ing the jewels I had brought, of which he 
talked like one who was well acquainted with 
them. He ſet aſide thoſe that particularly 

pleaſed 
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pleaſed him, and ſuch as he thought would be 


agreeable to the Princeſs his wife. Having 
kept me to dinner, he honoured me afterwards 


with his converſation for half an hour longer, 
and then diſmiſſed me, ordering my Meheman- 
der to ſuffer me to want for nothing. 

This Governor was one of * greateſt 


Lords of Perfia ; he was beloved by the King, 
and revered by the court; his two ſons, were 


his Majeſty's chief favourites; and he was re. 
ſpeed by the people on account of his juſtice 
and integrity. Indeed he well deſerved his 
good fortune; for beſides theſe amiable qua- 
lities, he was a man of ſenſe, and fond of the 
arts and ſciences. 

On the 12th, I diſmiſſed the officer belong- 
ing to the Viceroy of Georgia who had conducted 
me to Irivan, on which occaſion I made him 
a preſent of eight piſtoles. 

On the 5th of April the Governor went to 
a camp, which he had cauſed to be formed a 
league from the city, in a large and beautiful 
meadow, always covered with flowers during 
the ſpring. The two rivers that paſs by Irivan, 
wind in a ſerpentine courſe, with a gentle 
ſtream, forming many ſmall iſlands. The Go- 
vernor's quarter, that of the Princeſs his wife, 
and thoſe of the moſt conſiderable perſons who 
accompanied them, were ſeparate, and each in 
an iſland ; but they had a communication with 
each other by means of ſmall flying bridges. 
The Governor's tents were extremely magni- 
ficent; they had all the accommadations of a 


palace, in miniature, even to baths and ſtoves. 
His 
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His houſehold conſiſted of 500 men, without 


"reckoning women and cunuchs. The great 
are here accuſtomed thus, to paſs the ſpring in 


the cpuntry. They take the diverſions of 


'hunting, fiſhing, walking, and exerciſes on 


foot, and on horſeback. Thus they taſte the 
freſhneſs of the air, of which they are ex- 
tremely fond, and if they have no buſineſs 
that calls them to the city, they continue to 
enjoy theſe delights _—_ the ſummer, in the 
moſt delicious parts 0 
mountains. | 

On the 6th, I dined with the Lieutenant of 
the fortreſs, who was a native of Daghefan, 


an extenſive country covered with mountains, 


on the confines of Ru//a, and I had the plea- 
ſure of hearing him relate many ſingularities, 
with reſpect to the manners and cuſtoms of his 
country. The next day the Treaſurer enter- 
tained me in the ſame manner. I now made 
theſe gentlemen ſmall preſents, in return for 
the favours I had received from them. They 
had been of ſervice to me at Jrivan, without 
daring to take the dues which one 13 obliged 
to pay in Perſa to the officers of the Gover- 
nors, for the money we. receive from their 
treaſuries ; becauſe their maſter had ſtrictly 
commanded them to make no demands upon 
me. The careſſes and entertainments they 
now gave me, were therefore deſigned to 
oblige me to make them a proper return ; for 
they knew that I was too well acquainted with 
the.cuſtoms of the country, to believe thatthis be- 
haviour to a ſtranger, proceeded from mere ge- 

Vol. XV. 8 neroſity. 


the neighbouring = 


little and little it has been in part rebuilt and 
repeopled. In the midit of theſe ruins have 


viſions and merchandize. It has five cara- 
vanſerais, with baths, taverns, and about 


Fertile Field. The inhabitants of this, and 
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neroſity. In the afternoon I went to the camp, to 


take leave of the Governor, who had before 
appointed me a Mehemander ; he now treated 
me with the utmoſt kindneſs, and on retiring, 
gave me letters of recommendation to his 
two eldeſt ſons, who were the King's favourite 


eunuchs. 


T left Trivan on the 8th of April, and on 
the 12th arrived at Nacchiwan, once a vaſt city; 
but now a prodigious heap of ruins ; but by 


ariſen bazars, in which are ſold all ſorts of pro- 


2000 houſes : but the Perſian hiſtorians main- 
tain, that this city formerly conſiſted of 40, ooo. 
Without the city are the ruins of a large for- 
treſs, and of many forts deſtroyed by Aas the 
Great, at the end of the laſt century. 

Five leagues to the north of Nacchivan is a 
large village named Abrener, which ſignifies a 


ſeven other neighbouring villages, are of the 
Romiſb religion: their Biſhop and Prieſts are 
Dominicans; but they perform the ſervice in 
the Armenian tongue. A Dominican of Bologna, 
350 years ago, brought this part of the coun- 
try under the authority of the Pope, and 
above twenty other villages ſubmitted to him; 
but they have ſince returned to their obedience 


to the Armenian Patriarch, and to their firſt 
religion. The number of thoſe who adhere 
to the church of Rome diminiſh daily, on ac- 


Count 
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count of the perſecution of the Patriarch and 


the Governors of Nacchivan. 

The next day having paſſed the river Nac- 
chivan over a large bridge, we proceeded 
through a dry and barren country, to the 
river Aras, the ancient Araxes, oppoſite the 
ruins of the city of Julſa the Old. That city 
was ſituated on the declivity of a mountain, 
facing the river. The avenues that led to it, 
which were naturally difficult of acceſs, were 
guarded by forts. The city, according to the 
Armenians, had 4000 houſes; but moſt of 
them appear to have been only caverns in the 
mountains, more fit to afford ſhelter to cattle, 
than for the habitations of men. I don't 
think there 1s any where in the world a more 
hideous and -barren place: neither a tree nor 
a blade of graſs is to be ſeen, and though 
there are places of greater fertility in its neigh- 
bourhood, the city- could not have been built 
in a more dry and ſtony ſituation. 

It was Abas the Great who ruined Julfz. 
That great and politic Prince ſeeing his forces 
unequal to thoſe of his enemies, — reflecting 
on the means of preventing their returrning 
every year into Per/ia, to make and preſerve 
their conqueſts there, reſolved to render all 
the country a deſart between Erzerum and Tau- 
ris, on a line with FHivan and Nacchivan, 
which was the way by which the Turks com- 
monly came, and where they fortified them- 
ſelves, becauſe they found proviſions ſufficient 
for the ſubſiſtence of their army. He there- 
fore removed the ä and cattle, —_ 

2 | the 
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the edifices of every kind, ſet fire to all the 
fields and trees, and even poiſoned ſeveral 

fountains, 1 
But to return: The Aras has its ſource in 
the mountain on which it is pretended, that 
Noah's ark reſted, and after dividing Armenia 
and Media, falls into the Caſpran Ke. This 
river is large and rapid: during its courſe it 
is ſwelled by ſeveral brooks that have no name, 
and by many torrents. Bridges have been 
built over it above Julſa, and in other places; 
but however maſſy and ſtrong they were made, 
they could not reſiſt the force of the current: 
for when the ſnows melt on the neighbouring 
mountains, no piers or buttreſſes can withſtand 
its force. Indeed the noiſe of the waters, and 
the rapidity of their courſe are very aſtoniſhing. 
We paſſed it in a large boat, made to carry 20 
horſes, and zo perſons at a time. I ſuffered 
none to paſs over with me but my men and 
my baggage. Four men took care of the boat, 
and proceeded 3oo paces along the bank up the 
river ; by little and little they got into the 
ſtream, and then made uſe of only a long 
helm, to direct its courſe to the other bank, 
The boat was then driven by the current with 
an incredible impetuoſity, and proceeded 500 
paces in an inſtant. The boat-men were 
above two hours in going and coming, on ac- 
count of the efforts they are obliged to make 

in going againſt the ſtream. 

have obſerved, that this river ſeparates 
Armenia and Media. This laſt kingdom, 
which 
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which formerly held the empire of Aa, com- 
poſes only a part of a province of Perſia called 
xerbeyan or Aſurpaican. 

We now proceeded to the north-weſt, and 
the next day reached Marant, a good city com- 
poſed of 2500 houſes, ſituated at the foot of a 
hill, at the end of a fine fertile plain, watered 

by a ſmall river named Zeloulou. The gardens 
Jof Marant take up more room than the town 

itſelf, and produce great quantities of fruit eſ- 
teemed the beſt in Media. In this country is 
alſo gathered the cochineal inſect. 

From thence we proceeded four leagues, con- 
ſtantly turning between the mountains, which 
in ſome places approach "7 near each other : 
but are no where joined ; afterwards we paſſed 
through fine fertile plains, that are well culti. 
vated, and on the 17th arrived at Tauris, the 
ſecond city of Pera, both with reſpect to its 
extent, its commerce, riches, and the number 
lof its inhabitants. 

Tauris is ſituated in a plain at the foot of a 
mountain: it is of an irregular figure, and has 
neither walls nor fortifications. Through it 
paſſes a little river named Spingteba, which 
ſometimes ſwelling, carries away the houſes on 
its banks. Another river called the Ai, paſ- 
es by the north ſide of the city; and is ſalt ſix 

onths in the year, from the torrents which 
fall into it, after they have paſſed over lands 

overed* with ſalt. The city is divided into 
ine quarters or wards; the bazars, compoſing 
he heart of the city, and the dwelling houſes, 
moſt of which have a- garden, are on the out- 
| R 3 fide, 
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fide. There are here many magnificent ſtruc. 
tures, the bazars juſt — 2. make as fine 
an appearance as in any part of Ala, from 
their largeneſs and you extent; from the beau- 
tiful domes with which they are covered ; from 
the multitudes of people, and the vaſt quantity 
of merchandize with which they are filled, 
The fineſt of theſe, in which the jewels and 
moſt valuable merchandize are ſold, is an oc- 
tagon, and 1s called the Kaiferie, or Royal 
arket. As to the other public buildings they 
are equally noble. There are ſaid to be 300 
caravanſerais, which are ſo ſpacious, that 300 
perſons may lodge in each; and the moſques 
and baths are — to the grandeur of the 
other buildings. There are three hoſpitals in 
the city, in which nobody is lodged; — pro- 
viſions are given twice a day to all who come, 
Upon a hill at the weſt end of the city is a 
pretty hermitage, and at the eaſt end are the 

ruins of a caſtle. "RR 
There is the largeſt ”=— at Tauris I have 
ever ſeen; it being much more ſpacious than 
that of paban. The Turks when they were in 
the poſſeſſion of this city, have frequently 
drawn up within this ſquare 30,000 men in or- 
der of battle. In the evening the populace are 
diverted there with drolls, mountebanks, wreſt- 
ling, ram and bull fights ; ther epeating of pie- 
ces in proſe and verſe, and dancing wolves, 
The people of Tauris place their higheſt enter- 
tainment in ſeeing theſe dances : thoſe wolves 
that are moſt expert at them are ſold for fifty 
Erowns each; and on their account great com- 
motions 
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motions frequently happen, and are with dif- 
ficulty appeaſed. This ſpacious ſquare is in 
the day time uſed as a market for all kinds of 
proviſions. | 
The number of inhabitants in Taurit, I be- 
lieve amounts to at leaſt 550,000 people: be- 
ſides a multitude of ſtrangers that are conſtantly 
there from all parts of Aa. The fineſt Per- 
fian turbans are made in this city, and I have 
been aſſured by the principal merchants, that 
the inhabitants annually manufacture 6000 bail 
of filk. The commerce of this city extends 
not only all over Perſia; but into Turiy, Ruſſia, 

Tartary, the Indies, and to the Black Sea. 
Though Tauris is ſituated only in the 38:h 
deg. of north latitude, the air is cold, dry, and 
healthful. This proceeds from its being ex- 
poſed to the — and from the tops of the 
ſurrounding mountains being covered with 
ſnow nine months in the year; from whence 
the wind almoſt conſtantly blows in the even- 
ings and the mornings. The city abounds 
with all the neceſſaries and luxuries of life; 
and theſe are extremely cheap. The Caſpian 
Sea, which is not above forty leagues diſtant, 
ſupplies it with fiſh, which are alſo found in 
the river Agi, already mentioned. In the ſum- 
mer they have abundance of deer, and wild 
fowl: in the mountains are eagles, which the 
eople of diſtinction bring down with the hawk. 
his kind of fowling is very curious and aſ- 
toniſhing. All kinds of fruit are in the greateſt 
plenty, and there are ſaid to be above fixty 
forts of grapes in the neighbourhood of the 
| City. 
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city. In ſhort, there is not any part of Per/ia 
where a perſon may live better, and cheaper 
than at Tauris. bg 
In the neighbourhood of the city are large 
quarries of white marble ; one kind of which 
is tranſparent ; and at a ſmall diſtance are two 
mines, the one of gold and the other of ſalt: 
the gold mine has however, been long neglect- 
ed; the quantity found of that valuable me- 
tal being ſo ſmall, as to be ſcarcely worth the 
labour of procuring it. F 
I layed at Tauris for ſome time, during 
which I fold a number of jewels to the Gover- 
nor; and the ſon of the Receiver General off 
the province, for which I received a thouſand 
crowns ; but they would not allow me to get 
any thing by them; the firſt! placed to my ac. 
count his father's intereſt with the Shah, and 
the other that of his brother's, and of his un- 
cle Mirza Sagec, the great Chancellor, forcing 
me to take the letters of recommendation they 
offered me, as a recompenſe for giving them 
the profit I ought to have made. It is impoſ- 
ſible to conceive the careſſes, the flattery, the 
engaging and agreeable behaviour uſed by the 
great in Perfia, to promote their own intereſt, 
even in affairs of the ſmalleſt moment. In 
which they act with ſuch an appearance of ſin- 
cerity, that a perſon ought to be perfectly ac» 
quainted with the genius of the country and of 
the court, to prevent his being deceived by 
them. 
As this was the time when the Curdes, the 
Turkumans, and other nations wo dwell in 
tents, 
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tefits, and are moſtly robbers, quit the plains, ' 
on account of the heat of the ſun, and remove 
with their flocks and habizations into the moun- 
tains, in ſearch of ſhade and paſture, we were 
adviſed for the oreater ſecurity to wait for 
company: for this purpoſe I ſtayed till the 
28th of May, and then ſet out with the Pro- 
voſt of the merchants, who had fourteen horſes 
and ten valets. | 
The firſt night we lodged at Vaſpinge, a town 
conſiſting of 600 houſes. Several fine rivulets 
run with a ſerpantine ſtream on all ſides, and 
it is adorned with many gardens and plantati- 
ons of poplar and linden trees, that are raiſed 
for the afs of building. The next day we pro- 
ceeded through fertile plains interſperſed with 
villages; our road then winded among the 
mountains, and again opened into plains, and 
after croſſing ſeveral rivers, we arrived on the 
fifth of June at the city of Zengan, ſituated in 
avalley between the mountains, where they 
are not above half a league diſtant from each 
other. 
This city is ſurrounded with gardens, and a 
pleaſant country, but on the inſide it 1s only 
remarkable for the extent of its ruins, It is 
laid to have been founded ſeveral centuries be- 
fore the birth of Chriſt, and that it once con- 
tained 20,000 houſes. It was entirely deſtroy- 
ed by Tamerlane on his firſt coming to it; but 
he afterwards hearing that the ſciences had 
long flouriſhed there, and that 1t had produc- 
d many great men, cauſed it to be in _ 
| ullt ! 
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built : ſince that time it has been frequently 
ſacked and plundered by the Turks. 

On the 6th we paſſed through the moſt de- 
lightful country I ever beheld, the way was 
even and ftrait, through a fine plain, watered 
by a conſiderable number of brooks that ren- 
dered it extremely fertile: we ſaw ſo many 
villages that we could ſcarce count them ; with 
a variety of gardens and groves, through 
which were beautiful avenues, that afforded 
the fineſt landſcapes. Having proceeded five 
5 through theſe pleaſing ſcenes, we a- 
lighted at a large caravanſerai within a cannon 
ſhot of Sultania. 

This city,“ which is ſituated at the foot of 
a mountain, makes a fine appearance at a diſ- 
tance; but on approaching it, the beauties we 
admire afar off vaniſh. There, are, however, 
ſome public edifices that are well built, and 
about 3000 houſes. The inhabitants ſay that 
this city formerly extended half a league far- 
ther to the weſt, and that the ruined towers, 
churches, and moſques, which are to be ſeen at 
a diſtance, were in the heart of the city. 'This 
is not improbable, as the Perfian hiſtorians 
ſay, that this was once the capital, and the 
largeſt city in the kingdom. 

The next day we travelled through plains 
as beautiful as the former, and on the 8th ar- 
rived at Ebher, a conſiderable town intermixed 


* The reader may ſee ſome farther particulars 
relating to this city, in the Travels of the Holſtein 
Amb ador. See Vol. xlv. Chap. viii. | 


with 
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with gardens, built on the banks of a ſmall 
river that runs through the midſt of it. Its 
ſituation is extremely agreeable ; the air is 
good, and the ſoil produces abundance of fruit, 
and all the neceſſaries of life. 

Leaving Caſbin or Caſwin to the right, we 
eee, on our journey towards Ipaban. 
We had for ſome time ſet out an hour or two 
before ſan-ſet, and completed a journey of five 
or ſix leagues by about midnight. People in 
the eaſt generally travel in this manner during 
the ſummer, to ſecure themſelves from the 
heat of the ſun, which is very fatiguing both 
to man and beaſt. In the night they travel with 
greater ſpeed. The ſervants from time to time 


proceed on foot, and the maſters themſelves 


are glad to walk a little to prevent their be- 
ing ſeized with ſleep, and to keep themſelves 
warm, which eaſes the horſes. On their arri- 
vol they go to bed, and gain in the day the 
ſleep they loſt in the night. Another advan- 
tage of travelling in the night is, that the 
beaſts of burthen take their reſt all the time 
when they would be incoinmoded by the heat 
of the ſun, and the flies. Beſides what is 


wanted both for man and beaſt may be more 


eaſily provided during the day. . 

On the 13th, two hours before day we ar- 
rived at Sava, a City fituated in a fandy and 
ſtony Þlain, and took up our lodging in the 
ſuburb near the highway. The city is two 
miles round, and encompaſſed with a” wall; 
but it is thinly peopled, and the houſes in 
the ſuburbs are ruinous for want of inhabi- 

tants ; 


| 
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tants: the walls alſo are b. ill preſerved, 


However, the remains of ſon grand edifices 
' ſhew that it was once a place # importance, 
The hiftories of Perſia agree, that the whole 
plain of Sava was formerly a moraſs or falt. 
lake, like that called The Sea of Salt, which 
lies twenty leagues to the weft of this city, 
and is croſſed by a cauſeway extending thirty 
leagues, in going from 1/pahan into Hyrcania, 
Oppoſite Sava to the weſt, is a tomb ren. 
dered famous by the Perſſans going in pilgri- 
mage to it, this is called Echmoul, or Samuel; 
from the opinion that this prophet was interred 
there. They have built over his tomb a fine 
' mauſoleum in the middle of a magnificent 
moſque. ; | 
At the diſtance of nine leagues to the eat 
of the city, are ſome ruins of the ancient city 
of Rey, once the largeſt in all Aa. The Per- 
ſian geographers ſay, that in the ninth cen- 
tury it was divided into 96 quarters, each of 
which had 46 ſtreets, 400 houſes, and ten 
moſques : that the city alſo contained 4600 
_ colleges, 16600 baths, 15000 minerets belong- 
ing to moſques, 12000 mills, 1700 canals, 
and 13000 caravanſerais. - The Arabian authors 
repreſent-it as the moſt populous city in 4/a, 
and that except Babylon, no city ever exceeded 
it in wealth, and the number of inhabitants. 


Hence it obtained the pompous titles given it. 


in hiſtory, as The Spouſe of the World ; The Gate 
of the Gates of the Earth, and the Market of the 
Univerſe, This city was fituated in 35 35 
north latitude. 
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On the 13th we proceeded to Kom, a large 
city ſituated along the bank of a river. It has 
alſo ſeveral handſome caravanferais, and fine 
moſques, the moſt beantiful of theſe laſt, is 
that in which are interred the Princeſs Fatima, 
Mahomer's daughter, and the two laſt Kings of 
Per/ia. The ſtructure of this moſque is beauti- 
ful, and its ornaments extremely ſumptuous 
The acceſs is through four large and ſtately 
courts ; the firſt of which is a handſome gar- 
den, and the laſt is paved with tranſparent 
marble, and ſurrounded with neat lodgings for 
the Prieſts. The door ta each mauſoleum is 
plated with filver, and the tombs are ſurround- 
ed- with grates of the ſame metal. Nothing 
can be imagined richer, neater and more mag- 
nificent than theſe mauſolea. To that of Fa- 
uma the Perſians give the name of Maſſuma, 
or pure, and hold it in great veneration. There 
is a revenue of 3200 tomaps belonging to the 
place.“ 

We left Kom, on the 16th, and three days 
days after arrived at Caſan, + a large town, 


It is not improper here to remind the reader, 
that all this magnificence 1s probably no more, as 
it is natural to ſuppoſe, that amidſt the general de- 
vaſtation cauſed by the contending tyrants, who 
have laid waſte this fine country, and ruined the 
cities of Per/ia, theſe ſtructures dedicated to reli- 
gion have not eſcaped. 

+ This city is deſcribed by Mr. Harway, where 
the reader will fee an account of its preſent ruin- 
ous condition, in Vol. XIV. Chap. VIII. 


Vol. XV. 8 the 
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the houſes of which are built of earth and 
brick. It has ſeveral caravanſerais, one of 
which was built by Shah Abas, and is eſteemed 
the fineſt in all Pera. On the infide are four 
noble fronts ſurrounding a ſquare court, with 
an arcade both above and below ; that above 
being ſecured by a baluſtrade. The entrance 
is under a high and magnificent portico, which 
as well as the reſt of the building, is adorned 
with Mzo/aic work. In the middle of the court 
is a reſervoir of water, raiſed about five feet 
high. | 

On the 2gth we left Caſan, and on the 24th 
arrived at 1/pahan, the metropolis of Per/ia, 
and one of the largeſt cities in the world ; for 
including the ſuburbs, it is not leſs than twenty- 
four 2 * in circumference. Some perſon 
compute the number of the inhabitants at 
1,100,000, but thoſe who make the moſt mo- 
derate computation ſuppoſe they amount to on- 
ly 600,000, and the number of houſes were at 
this time ſaid to amount to about 29,460, 


without including the palaces, moſques, pub- 


lic baths, bazars, and caravanſerais. The city 
appears as well peopled as London, which is 


the moſt populous city in Europe. It is built 


on the banks of the Zenderoud, over which are 
three fine bridges, one near the middle of the 
city, and one at each end. The walls of Ia 
han are about 20,000 paces round; they are 


only built with earth, and are ſo hid by the 


houſes and gardens, both on the infide and 
* Iſpahan is at preſent thinly peopled, and the 


greateſt part of the houſes in ruins. 


witho ut, 
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without, that in many places they cannot be 
ſeen. The city is alſo defended by a ditch and 
a caſtle. 

The beauty of 1þahar particularly conſiſts 
in the great number of its magnificent palaces, 
handſome houſes, large caravanſerais, heauti- 
ful bazars, and in its canals and ſpacious 
ſtreets, the ſides of which are adorned with 
rows of lofty plane-trees : but the other ſtreets 
are generally narrow and crooked. The worſt 
is they are not paved; but as, on the one hand, 
the air is very dry, and on the other the people 
water the ſtreet before their houſes morning and 
evening, they are neither ſo dirty nor ſo duſty 
as might be expected. They have three other 
confiderable inconveniences. One, that the 
ſtreets being over vaults made for the paſſage 
of the canals which run under them, they 
ſometimes fall in and endanger the lives of the 
paſſengers. Another is, there being wells 
in the ſtreets, the ſides of which are even 
with the earth, by which the paſſengers 
are expoſed to the ſame danger, if they do 
not take ſufficient care. The third incon- 
yenience is a very diſagreeable one, which is, 
that under the walls of the houſes are large 
holes for receiving all the filth, and ſometimes 
ſerving as common bog-houſes. The ſtreets, 
however, do not ſtink as might be imagined 


"| which is in part owing to the dryneſs of the 


air, and alſo to theſe pits being emptied 
every day by the peaſants, who bring fruit 
and other proviſions to the city, and load their 

S 2 cattle 
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cattle with the ordure, which they carry away 
to manure their gardens, 


The city on every fide appears at a diſtance 


like a wood intermixed with large and lofty 
domes and minerets.“ 


| . 
The Author leaves Iſpahan, and viſits the Re- 


mains of the ancient palace off Perſepolis, de- 
firoyed by Alexander the Great, which are 
particularly deſcribed. 


N the 2d of February, 1674, having ſold 

great part of my jewels, I left pahan, 
and proceed toMayar, a village conſiſting of 300 
houſes, ſituated between two mountains, and 
extending from the one to the other, ſo that it 
is impoſhble to paſs between them, without 
going through it. The country about it is 
however dry and barren, without trees or the 
leaſt verdure, owing to the ſcarcity of the wa- 
ter, though the inhabitants have enough to 
ſupply their gardens. | 


4 


* As we have already given ſome account of 
this city in The travels of the Holſtein Ambaſſadors, 
and as this city, as we have already obſerved, is 
now in a very. ruinous condition, we ſhall neither 
repeat deſcriptions we have already given, nor. de- 
ſcribe places that no longer exiſt ; but refer our 
readers to thoſe travels in Chap. IX. and X. of 
Vol. XIV. of this work. 1 
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On leaving this place the next day, the val- 


the mountains. Then turning to the right, 
we entered a beautiful plain of a vaſt extent, 


| which I have had the pleaſure of croſſing ſeve- 
ral times, and have found that from the middle 
of March to the middle of November it is co- 


vered with flowers, flocks, grain, and fruit, 


We ſtopt at Comicha, or Komminsja, a town 
three miles round, but full of gardens, and 
thinly inhabited. The fineſt buildings here 
are the dove-coats, which repreſent lofty round 
towers. is thought that this place the Ore- 
batis of Ptolemy. Within a cannon-ſhot from the 
fide of the town next 1/pahan, is the tomb of a 
Perfian ſaint, covered with a dome. In a court 
before it are two reſervoirs of water, at twen- 
ty paces from each other. They are furniſhed 


Vith fiſh, ſome of which have rings of braſs, ſil- 


ver or gold in their noſes. The fiſh of one of 
theſe 1 . are held fo ſacred, that the peo- 
ple imagine that if any one preſumes to touch 
them, he will immediately drop down dead. 
The two following days we proceeded thro' 
a ſine country, interſperſed with rivulets and 
villages, and having paſſed through Anamabaet, 
a large town, which is ſaid to have ſeparated 
Perſia from Parthia, took up our lodging at a 
town named Yes-de-cas, or Jeſdægaes, ſeated on 
the fide of a mountain, with a large valley be- 
fore it. The houſes riſe from this valley one 
above the other, affording a fine proſpect at a 
diſtance. - On the top of a round eminence in 
the midſt of the valley is a caſtle built of _— 
J. an 
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and oppoſite to it is a large caravanſarai. 'The 
inhabitants of this town eat the beſt bread in 
all Perſia. We 
The next day I was twelve hours on horſe- 
back, in proceeding eight leagues, on account 
of the ſnow, and 4. ruggedneſs of a moun- 
tain over which we were obliged to paſs ; 
though my baggage was carried on four vigo- 
rous mules, — F myſelf was well mounted. 
I afterwards paſſed through pleaſant plains, 
and at length arrived on the 13th at the ruins 
of the ancient Perſepolis.“ 
At a diſtance theſe magnificent remains ap- 
pear as in a kind of amphitheatre, the moun- 
tains forming a half moon as if to embrace 


* There are no remains of the city itſelf now 
ſtanding ; thoſe ſtill to be ſeen belonging, accord- 
ing to Sir John Chardin, either to an ancient temple, 
or according to Mr. Cornelius le Bruyn, to the ce- 
lebrated palace of 1 wantonly burnt b 
Alexander the Great. 1 


is laſt opinion ſeems b 
founded: and the obſervations and drawings of the 
latter, taken on the ſpot by the Author himſelf, 
—_— by far the moſt accurate, we have here 
followed him. It would be beſide our purpoſe to 
enter into the diſpute between theſe gentlemen on 
this ſubjet. Mr. Ie Bruyn ov asf x that Mr. 
Chardin's account is more accurate than that of 
any other perſon who had before his time viſited 
theſe noble remains, and Sir John Chardin has the 
ingenuity to acknowledge ſome miſtakes 5 which 
is a proof of that candour and greatneſs of mind 
Which makes a wiſe man more ſolicitous to diſeo- 
ver truth, than to vindicate the little errors he 
may fall into in the ſearch of it. 

them 
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them. They are ſeated in a fine plain that ex- 
tends two leagues in breadth from the ſouth- 
weft to the north-eaſt ; and near forty leagues 
in length from the north-weſt to the ſouth-eaſt. 
This plain is uſually called Mardasjo, and the 
inhabitants pretend, that it contains 880 vil- 
lages, and about 1500 within the diſtance of 
twelve leagues around the ruins, including the 
villages ſeated among the mountains ; ſome of 
which are adorned with beautiful gardens. 
The greateſt part of this plain is, in the win- 
ter ſeaſon floated with water, which 1s a very 
advantageous circumſtance with reſpe& to the 
rice that grows there at that time. The ſoil 
of this agrecable plain is moſtly converted into 
arable lands, and watered with a number of 
ftreams that render it exceeding fertile. It 
abounds with many ſorts of birds, and more 
particularly with cranes, pigeons, quails, ſnipes, 
partridges, hawks, and vaſt flights of crows, 


which are very numerous 2 all Perſia. 


The ancient palace of the Kings of Perfia, 
uſually called the houſe of Darius, and by the 
inhabitants Chel-menar, or Chil-minar, which 


fienifies che forty pillars, is ſituated to the weſt 


at the foot of the mountain of Kuligrag-met or 
Compaſſion, anciently called the Royal Mountain, 
which is entirely compoſed of freeſtone. That 
ſuperb edifice has the walls of three of its ſides 


ſtill ſtanding. The front extends 600 paces 


from north to ſouth, and 390 from eaſt to weſt, 
as far as the mountain, where an aſcent 1s 
formed between ſome ſcattered rocks. Beyond 
which there appears to have been * 

| me 


| 
| 
| 
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ſome other buildings, the rocks appearing in 
ſome places finely imoothed and poliſhed. | 
The top of this edifice preſents to the view 
a platform of 400 paces, extending from the 
middle of the front wall, to the mountain; 
and along three ſides of this wall is carried on 
a pavement of two ſtones joined together, eight 
feet broad. With reſpect to the height of the 
wall, it is in ſome places 24 feet; but it is not 
every where ſo high, in ſome places the earth 
about 1t 15 raiſed, and in others the wall itſelf 
has ſunk. On examining the previous remains, 
we muſt proceed as we do in examining thoſe 
celebrated beauties, whom age or ſickneſs has 
brought low, that is from the traces of beauty 
we ſee, form an 1dea of what they were. The 
ſtones of the wall are black, harder than mar- 
ble, ſome of them finely poliſhed, and many 
of them of ſuch an amazing ſize, that it is 
difficult to conceive how they were able to re- 
move and raiſe ſuch prodigious maſſes. 
The principal ſtaircaſe is placed between the 
middle of the front, and the northern end of 
the edifice. It conſiſts of two flights of ſteps 
that wind off from each other to the diſtance 
of 42 feet at the bottom. Theſe ſteps are only 
four inches high, and fourteen in breadth, They 
are the moſt commodious (ſays M. Le Brauyn) 
I ever ſaw, except thoſe of the Viceroy's pa- 


nion, ſomething higher, There are 55 of theſe 
ſteps on the northern fide, and 53 to the ſouth ; 
but theſe laſt are not ſo entire as the others. 
J am likewiſe perſuaded that there are ſeveral 
ch others 


lace at Naples; which are however, in my opi- 


— — 


5 


4 
- 


2 


—” 
77 4 2 
- 


HE 
— TIL F, 5 
— 


/ + - 
Wh 

BESR ron th + 
3 

PZ - oof 2 2 4 

— WT 


— 
, ” 


_ 


2 


* fv 


2 


* 


"© 


\ 


% 


0741 
's it 


- ” 
2 ” 


4 
Wo 
"i; Wt 4 


[TT TITTY 
27 4 — 


hs 


+ 
Ore tte the Code eie. 


—— — — 


— 


. q 


FP 


. 


1 


eee 
\ e 


Y 


i Wl WA * 
e 


ith 
„1166 
' : 


| 1 
Mein 15 

' | | | if ( KI j 
Nil MM "ny | Mom 


vi * 


N 1 „s 
I OLLEIES 114448 $4444 
ol a 146 . +0000 


2 Wt, 


1 


Kae 


% 
WIN 


Ihe 
70% 6% @ 6% * ** 


* 


. 
' 
, 
. 


| a 
11. — 
' WIN! ; 


3-9 10 


7 — 
* 


iy 
. . , , 


«4 


Ton WU. a 


see 


ar 
| _—. 
Wea 

N N n 


. ' * - 
UL ALES. 


morn"! 


— 


1 
= * 


— * 


— — — „ 


| Malls 


ih 


1 600 


11 77 


| 


4 


110 


9 VP 


_ 
— l 100044 


reren 


hee 


* 


N 


LO —_— 


ws 


00 


** 


L 1 


1 
4 


WY 


q 514 my \labagher 
"44 
l! * 
If. 


j 
aw, 


att 


[5 1 boo 
1 Unt 7 
pou " 


N 
yi 


= 
* 


4 . Gase 


Ae Heuer 


— 
© 


0 


F . gd ü ̊⁰ ——— ae Mi 9 


CCR TE OF Ute C& FF Gt CEERFT © 


throagh MixcREL1A into PERSIA. 201 


others under ground, that have been covered 
over by length of time, as well as part of the 
wall, which riſes 44 feet 11 inches high in the 
front. At the bottom of theſe two flights of 


, Reps, is a ſingle flight extending 51 feet four 


inches from one to the other, from thence the 


two flights are carried off from each other, and 


return back from the centre at an equal diſ- 
tance from the extreme parts of the top; and 
above theſe flights is a pavement of large ſtones, 
and another ſingle flight of ſteps 75 feet in 
width, anſwering to that of the bottom, and 
leading up to the grand entrance of the edi- 
fice.. This ſtaircaſe has a very fine and ſingu- 


lar effect, anſwerable to the magnificent remains 


of the reſt of the building. 

On aſcending the upper ſteps, the ſpeQator 
ſees before him, at the diſtance of 42 feet from 
the front wall of the ſtaircaſe, two grand por- 
tals, and as many columns. Theſe portals are 
twenty-two feet four inches in depth, and 
thirteen feet four inches in breadth. On the in- 
fide upon a kind of pilaſter on each hand is a 
large figure in baſſo relievo, they bear ſome 
reſemblance to the ſphynx, and are twenty- 
two feet from the fore to the hinder legs, and 
fourteen feer and a half high. The 2 of 
theſe animals are broken off, and their bodies 
much damaged ; but what is moſt extraordi- 
nary, the breaſt and fore- feet project from the 
pilaſter. Thoſe 'of the firſt portal are turned 
towards the ſtaircaſe, and thoſe of the ſecond, 
each of which has wings face the mountain. 
Indeed it is impoſſible to know what theſe fi- 

| ; | gures, 
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gures, thus multilated, were deſigned to re- | 
preſent ; but the bodies have ſome reſemblance 
to that of a horſe; bur the reader will con- 
ceive a more perfect idea of theſe extraordinary 
pieces. of antiquity, from the following cut, 

taken from Mr. Le Bruyn's drawings made on 
the ſpot. _ | 
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reer, were to the magnificent remains 


of the reſt of the building. | 
On aſcending the upper ſteps, the ſpectator 
| ſees before him, at the diſtance of 42 feet from 
the front wall of the ſtaircaſe, two grand por- 
tals, and as many columns. Theſe portals are 
twenty-two feet four inches in depth, and 
thirteen feet four inches in breadth. On the in- 
fide upon a kind of pilaſter on each hand is a 
large figure in baſſo relievo, they bear ſome 
reſemblance to the ſphynx, and are twenty- 
two feet from the fore to the hinder legs, and 
fourteen feer and a half high. The | cok of 
theſe animals are broken off, and their bodies 
much damaged; but what is moſt extraordi- 
nary, the breaſt and fore-feet project from the 
pilaſter. Thoſe of the firſt portal are turned 
towards the ſtaircaſe, and thoſe of the ſecond, 
each of which has wings face the mountain, 
Indeed it is impoſſible to know what theſe fi- 
. | gures, 
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gures, thus multilated, were deſigned to re- 

preſent ;_ but the bodies have ſome reſemblance 

to that of a horſe; but the reader will con- 

2 a more perfect idea of theſe extraordinary 

antiquity, from the following cut, 
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On the upper part of theſe pilaſters are cha- 
racters, which from their ſmallneſs and eleva- 
tion it is impoſſible to diſtinguiſh. The height 

of the firſt portal is 39 feet, and that of the ſe- 
_ cond 28; the pilaſters ſtand on a baſe five feet 
two inches in height. FMS 
The two columns that appear between the 
portals are the leaſt — 5 all, particu- 
larly with reſpect to their capitals, and the 
other ornaments of the upper parts; but the 
baſes, are entirely covered over with earth. 
They are 14, feet in circumferance, and riſe to 
the height of 54 feet. There were formerly 
two others between theſe and the laſt portal, 
22 pieces of which tie half buried in the 

round. 
f At the diſtance of 52 feet ſouth of the ſame 
portal is a large baſon for water, cut out of 2 
Angle ſtone 20 feet long, and 17 feet five 
inches in breadth, and raiſed. three feet and 
kr above the ſurface of the floor. From 

is baſon to the northern wall is an extent of 
ground comprehending 150 paces in length, 
an which nothing 1s to be ſeen but the frag- 
ments of large ſtones, and part of the ſhaft of 
a column that is not flated like the reſt, and 
is twenty feet in circumference. Beyond this 
tract of ground and as far as the mountain, 
the earth is covered with heaps of ſtones. 

' Proceeding ſouthward from the portals al- 
ready deſcribed, you ſee two other flights of 
ſteps reſembling the former, the one to the 
eaſt, and the other to the weſt, On the upper 
part the wall is embelliſhed with foliage, 5 

c 
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the repreſentation of a lion rending a bull in 
baſſo relievo, much larger than the life. There 
are alſo ſmall figures on the middle wall. This 
ſtaircaſe is half buried under the earth.” » 
From hence extends a wall 45 feet in length, 
beyond the lower part of the ſtaircaſe, and 
then is an interval of 67 feet, extending to the 
weſtern front, which - correſponds with the 
other, and has three ranges of figures one over 
the other, with a lion tearing an aſs that has a 
horn projecting from the forehead; and be- 
tween theſe animals and rows of figures is a 
ſquare filled with antique characters, the up- 
permoſt of which are defaced. The figures 
are leſs damaged in that part of the ſtructure, 
where. the ground is lower: but the wall which 
extends from the ſtair- caſe to the weſtern front, 
has not any figures. On the other ſide the 
ſtairs" are three ranges of ſmall figures ; but 
thoſe in the upper row are only viſible from 
the waiſt downwards. Theſe figures are 
only two feet nine inches high, and the wall 
which is five feet three inches in height, has 
an extent of 98 feet. i Fus 
On the top of the ſteps laſt deſcribed, is an 
entrance into an open place paved with large 
ſtones, whoſe breadth is equal to the diſtance 
from the ſtair- caſe to the firſt columns, which 
comprehends the ſpace of 22 feet 2 inches. 
Theſe columns are diſpoſed into two ranges, 
each of which conſiſts of ſix pillars, but none 
of them are intire ; there are alſo eight baſes 


or pedeſtals, and the ruins of ſome others. 


At the diftance of 70 feet 8 inches, were for- 
Vor. XV. T merly 
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merly fix rows of other pillars, each row con- 
fiſting of fig: theſe thirty-fix pillars were like · 
wiſe 22 feet 2 inches diſtant from each other; 
but only ſeven of them are now entire; how. 
ever; all the baſes of the others are ſtanding. 

At che diſtance of 70 feet 8 inches from theſe 


rows of columns on the weſt, towards the 


front of the ſtair- caſe, were once twelve other 
columns in two ranges, each of Which con- 
tained ſix, but only five are now remaining, 
The ground is there covered with the frag- 
ments of columns, and the ornaments that 
ſerved for their capitals; between which are 
ieces of ſculpture repreſenting camels on their 
ees. On the top of one of the columns is 
4 compartment repreſenting camels in that 
nen | 
On advancing towards the eaſt, you are 
ſented with a view of ſeveral ruins, confiling 


of portals, paſſages and windows. The in- 


ſides of the portals. are adorned with figures 
in haſs relief. Theſe ruins extend go paces 
from eaſt to weſt, and 125 from north to ſouth, 


and are 60 paces both from the colamns and 


the mountains. In the middle of theſe ruins 
the earth is covered with 76 broken columns; 
nineteen of which ſtill ſupport their entabla- 
ture, their ſhafts are formed of four pieces, 
beſides the baſe and capital. 

At the diſtance of 118 feet from theſe co- 
lumns to the ſouth, is an edifice that riſes 
higher than any other part of the ruins, from 
its being ſituated on a hill. The front wall, 
which is five feet ſeven inch high on that fide, 

So 
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is compoſed of a fingle range of ſtones, ſome 


of which are eight fog deep; and th wall ex- 


tends 113 feet eaſt co weſt, bt has nei- 
ther figures, nor any other ornaments. How- 
ever, In the middle of the front are the ruins 
of a double ſtair-caſe, on the ſides of which 
are ſeveral figures. The reſt of the building, 
was chiefly compoſed of large and ſmal 
portals, and is entirely deſtroyed. The large 
of theſe portals is five feet wide, and five feet 
two inches deep. Among the reſt, two portals 
appear to the north, with three niches or 
windows walled up. Under theſe portals are 
the figure of a man, and two women, down 
to the knees, for their legs are covered with 
the earth that is raiſed againſt them. Under 
the other gate 1s the figure of a man holdin 
a lion by the mane. To the ſouth is a — 
and four open windows, each of which 1s five 
feet nine inches wide, and eleven in height, 
including the cornice ; their depth is equal to 
that of the grand er The two ſides of 
this gate are carved with the figure of a man, 
with ſomething on his head reſembling a tiara. 
He is accompanied by two women, one of 
whom holds an umbrella over his head. On 
the inſide, three niches are covered with an- 
cient Per/ian characters. We ſhall indulge the 
curious reader with two of theſe inſcriptions. 
The meaning of the laſt is unknown ; but the 
firſt, which is of a later date, ſignifies, 
Strength is the gift of > alone. 
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There are two other gates to the weſt that 
are not covered; within one of theſe is the 
figure of a man fighting a bull ; with his left 
hand he graſps a horn in his forehead, while 
with his right he plunges a dagger into his 
belly. On the other fide the figure, another 
man claſps the horn with his right hand, and 
ſtabs the beaſt with his left. The ſecond 
portal has the figure of a man carved in the 
ſame manner with a winged deer, that has a 
horn in his forehead, Horns were anciently 
the emblems of ſtrength and majeſty ; they 
were therefore given to the ſun and moon ; 
and Alexander was called the Orientals, 
Dhulkarnam, or the horned, becauſe he made 
himſelf King of the horns of the ſun, that is, 
of the eaſt and the weſt. * 
Behind this edifice are the ruins of another, 
which exceed it in length by 38 feet. It has 
alſo niches and windows, the former of which 
are cut out of ſingle ſtones. A little to the 
ſouth is a double flight of ſteps, ſeparated by 
walls embelliſhed with ſmall figures and fo- 


liage. 

Farcber to the ſouth, are ſubterraneous paſ- 
ſages, into which none of the natives of the 
country dare to enter, though they are ſaid to 
contain great treaſures; this is owing to a ge- 
neral perſuaſion, that all the lights carried into 
theſe places will go out of themſelves. This 
opinion did not however intimidate either Sir 
John Chardin or Mr. Le Bruyn, they both exa- 
mined them with the utmoſt care, and proceed- 


ed with lights through theſe paſſages, till they 
* | ended 
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ended in a narrow. track, which extended a 
great length, and appeared to have been oripi- 
nally contrived for an aqueduct; but its ſtrait. 
nefs rendered it im oſlible to be paſſed. 
Still farther to the ſouth are the remains of 
1 edifice, which extend 160 feet from 
orth to ſouth, and 191 from weſt to eaſt. Ten 
rtals belonging to it are ſtill to be ſeen, to- 
Fete with ſeven windows and forty encloſures, 
hat were formerly covered rooms. In the 
middle are the baſes of ' thirty fix columns in 
fix ranges, and the ground 1s covered with 
. under which were aqueducts. 
There anciently ſtood another ſtructure to 
the weſtward of the laſt- mentioned building. 
On the ruins of the wall, which ſtill riſes near 
two feet above-the pavement, are cut the figures 
of men in baſſo 286 each repreſented with 
A lance. The ground encloſed by this wall 
contains a number of round ſtones that were 
the baſes of columns. Ne Be 3 
On, the eaſt fide of theſe laſt ruins are the 
remains of a beautiful ftair-caſe, fixty feet in 
Length, reſembling that of the front wall: 
but though moſt of the ſteps are deſtroyed by 
time, the wall that ſeparates the two flights 1s 
Kill eight feet in height, and Adorned with 
figures almoſt as big as the life. The front 
contains the repreſentation of a lion encounter- 
ing a bull: there are alſo lions of the ſame 
workmanſhip on the wings of the ſtair-caſe; 
both of them An with characters and 
figures almoſt as big as the life. Column: 
were formerly diſpoſed between this edifice _ 
OE IX | the 
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the other laſt-mentioned. Among theſe ruins 
are four portals, each adorned on the infide 
with the figure of a man, and two women 
holding an umbrella over his head. 

A little to the north of theſe two laſt edifices 
are two portals with their pilaſters, on one of 
which is alſo the figure of a man and two wo- 
men, one of whom holds an umbrella over his 
head. Above theſe women is a ſmall figure 
with wings which are expanded to the fides of 
the portico, The lower part of the buſt of 
this figure ſeems to terminate on the two ſides 

with a ſpread of foliage, and a kind of frieze. 
Over the ſecond figure a man is ſeated in a 
chair with a ſtaff in his hand, and another 
ſtands behind him, with his right hand upon 
the chair. A ſmall figure above holds a circle 
in its left hand, and points to ſomething in his 
right. Under this portal are three ranges. of 
figures, all of which have their hands lifted up, 

and over the third pilaſter, which ſtill remains, 
two women hold an umbrella over the head of 
a man. The earth is alſo covered with frag- 
ments of columns and other antiquities. 

From hence you proceed to the laſt ruins of 
the ſtructures on the mountain. On the ſouth 
fide are two portals, under each of which a 
man is ſeated in a chair, with a ſtaff in his 
right hand, and in his left a kind of vaſe, 
Behind him is another figure, which holds ſome- 
thing on his head like the tail of a fea-horſe, 
and has a linen cloth in his right hand. Be- 
low are three rows of figures with lifted hands: 
four in the firſt and five in each of the other 

wo 
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two rows. They are three feet four inches 


ranges of foliage, the loweſt of which is inter- 
mixed with ſmall lions, and the higheſt with 
oxen. Over theſe ornaments is a little winged 
figure, which holds in his left hand ſomething, 
that reſembles a ſmall glaſs, and makes a ſig- 
nal with its right. Theſe portals are twelve 
feet five inches in breadth, and ten feet four 
inches deep, and the higheſt of the pilaſters is 
from twenty-eight to thirty feet. On the two 
towards the north a man is ſeated, with a per- 
ſon behind him, like the preceeding figures, 
and behind this are two other men holding in 


the figure repreſented fitting-are two other fi- 
gures, one with his hands placed on his lips 


ing a ſmall veſſel. Above theſe figures is a 
ſtone filled with ornaments, and below are 
five: ranges of figures, three feet in height: 
theſe are a band, of ſoldiers armed in different 
manners. From, the foot of theſe mountains 
you. have a full view of all the ruins, except 
the walls and ftair-caſes that cannot here 


_«: 3.5 > -. 8 n 
, een is obſervable in the co- 
lumns, except that ſome of them have capitals 
and others have not; with reſpect tothe eleva- 
tion of thoſe. that are perfect, they are all from 
70 to 3 feet high, and are 18 feet five inches 
in circumference, except thoſe near the firſt 
1 | 7? "Ne" | _. portals, 


high; bat the ſeated figure is much larger than 
the life. Above this are ſeveral ornamental. 


their hands, ſomething that is broken; befbre 


with an air of ſalutation, and the other hold- 


ſeen; and the whole appears as in the large 
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s. The baſes are round, and 24 feet five 
inches in circumference ; theſe are four feet 
thtee inches high, and the lower moulding is 
one foot five inches thick. They have = 
ſorts of ornaments, which may be termed ca- 
itals. In order to afford as perfect an idea as 
poſſible of the ſingular architecture obſerved 
this palace, we have for the ſatis faction of the 
curious, given a cut or two of theſe capitals ; 
one in its preſent ſtate, and the other, as it myſt 
have appeared before it was injured by time, 
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Beſides the baſſo relievos _ mentioned, 
there are many others, particularly the repre» - 
ſentation of a triumph, or a proceſſion of. 
ple bearing preſents to a King, conſiſting of 
a great number of figures, with ſome Jed horſes, 
an empty chariot, a led camel, Ic. The dra: 
of all the human figures in this edifice is 
extremely ſingular, and has no relation to that 
of the ancient Greeks and Romans, Their mi- 
litary habits are agreeable to the mode of the 
Perſians and Medes. The rules of art are not ob- 
ſeryed in the figures, fince no muſcles are vi- 
ſible in the naked parts, and the figures theme 
ſelves have a heavy air: nothing has been ob- 
ſerved but the contours, and this negle& cauſes 
them to appear ſtiff and inelegant: the drape+ 
ries have alſo the ſame defects, and the whole 
has a taſtlzſs lameneſs. However, the propor- 
tions haye been finely kept, both in the great 
and ſmall figures, which proves that thoſe who 
made them were not entirely deſtitute. of ca- 
pacity, but were probably obliged to be too 
expeditious to finuſh them with proper care, 
The ornaments muſt, however, LC acknow- 
ledged to be exceeding beautiful, as well as the | 
chairs in which ſome figures are ſeated, not- 
withſtanding their being now much impai 
It is therefore probable that there might be 
formerly ſome fine fragments- that have been 
ſince deſtroyed. Beſides the generality of the 
| ſtones are poliſhed like a mirrour, particularly 
thoſe within the portals, and that compoſe the 
windows and pavements. Theſe are of differ- 
ent colours, as yellow, white, grey, red, oP 
| | ue, 


216 Sir Jour Caxarpin's TRAVELS 


blue, and in ſome places black; but the tones 
blue.” greatcſ N25 polling are of a clear 
lue xt 
Indeed every. ching co wich the 
grandeur and ' magnificence of a great King's 
ce, to which the images and relievos give 
a ſurpriſing air of majeſty, It is certain there 
have been very ſtately portals and grand gal- 
leries to afford a communication with all the 
detached parts of the ſtructure; moſt of the 
cobumns whoſe remains are ſtill ſo beautiful, 
were evidently intended to ſupport thoſe gal- 
leries, and there even ſeems to be ſtill ſome re- 
mains of the royal apartments. In a word, 
the magnificence of theſe ruins can never be 
_ ſufficiently admired, and this ſtructure muſt un- 
doubredly have coſt immenſe treaſures. This 
palace, which was the glory of all the eaſt, 
owed its deſtruction to the. debauchery - and 
frenzy of Alexander the Great, who after he 
had preſerved it from the ravages of war, above 
2000 years ago, reduced it to aſhes at the fol- 
licitations of Thais a Grecian courtezan. 
There are two antient tombs of the Kings 
near the mountain, one to the north, and the 
ys to the ſouth, both of them are hewn out 
of the rock, and are noble fragments of anti- 
quity. Their fronts are covered with figures 
and other ornaments. The form of both is 
nearly the ſame, and therefore a deſcription of 
that to the north will ſerve. That part 
of the tomb on which the figures are carved 
1s forty feet wide: the height is almoſt equal 


to * wid ch below, and the rock extends N 
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each fide to the diſtance of fixty paces. Be- 
low a range of four columns ſupport the enta- 
blature on their capitals, each of which is com- 
ſed of the heads of two oxen as far as the 
with the ſore legs bent on the top of 
each column. The gate, which is ſurrounded 
with ornaments is:placed between two of theſe 
columns in the middle, but is at preſent almoſt 
cloſed up. Above the columns is the (cornice 
and entablature, adorned with eighteen {mall 
lions in baſs relief, nine on each ſide advanc- 
ing towards the middle, here there is a fmall 
ornament reſembling a vaſe. Above the lions 
are two ranges of figures, almoſt as large as the 
liſe, fourteen in each range, armed and lifting 
up their hands, as if to 2 t the building 
ve them ; and on the fide is an ornament 
ſomewhat in the form of a pillar, with the 
head of ſome animal that has only-pne born. 
Above this is another.cornice ornamented with: 
leaves. On the left, where the walk projects, 
are three rows of niches, one above each other, 
each of them containing two figures, armed 


with lances, and three others on the fide armed 


in the ſame manner. There are likewiſe two 
on the right fide with their left hands placed 
on 2 and the right on their body : 
on the fide: of theſe are three others in the 
fame diſpoſition as thoſe on the other ſide. At 
ſome diftance below, and between theſe figures 
and an ornament that has ſome diſtance 're- 
ſemblance of a round pillar, there is another fi- 

ue on each fide, very much impaired. A- 
| on three ſteps ſtands a'figure'that has the 
Var. XV. WU: air 
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air of a King, pointing at ſomething with his 
right hand, and holding a kind of bow in 
"his left. Before him is an altar, on which an 
offering is made, from whence the flames are 
' repreſented aſcending. Above this altar ap- 
pears the moon, and it is ſaid, that there was 
once a ſun behind the figure ; but nothing of 
it is now to be ſeen. In the middle, and abore 
all this appears a ſmall myſtic figure, that 1s 
alſo to be ſeen in feveral parts of the other 
buildings, = 
Two leagues from theſe ruins is a place 
called Noxi Ruſtan, but the traveller is "_— 
to take a large circuit to go thither; becauſe a 
river croſſes the country, which can only, be 
paſſed over a bridge, that is at a conſiderable 
diſtance : the plain is alſo cut into a variety of 
| ſmall canals, that are ſo many impediments to 
- travellers in their way thither. In this place 
are four tombs of perſons of eminence amon 
the ancient Perfians, that much reſemble thoſe 
of Per/epolis ; only they are cut much higher in 
the rock. This place receives its name from 
one Raſtan, whoſe figure is there carved to per- 
petuate his memory. He is ſaid to have been 
a potent Prince of an immenſe ftature ; for it 
is pretended that he was forty cubits high ; and 
according to the ſame ridiculous tradition he 1s 
ſaid to live 1113 years. | 
The tombs have their baſes eighteen feet 
above the ſurface of the cauſeway, and riſe a- 
bout four times that height, and the rock is 
twice as high as the tombs, which are ſixty feet 
wide in the middle. Under each tomb 1s 2 
5 ſeparate 
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ſeparate table filled with large figures in low 


relief; and on two of theſe tables are ſomes 
traces of men fighting on horſeback. Between 


theſe tombs are three other tables covered with 


figures, among which is a man on horſeback 
preceeded by two others, and followed by a 
third, which is almoſt defaced. There are alſo 
ſome figures in the ſpace between the two laſt 
works, and three under the third, two of which 
hold out their hands to each other. One of 
theſe is a woman, and both of them are half 
buried in the earth. ih a. 
Theſe tombs poſſeſs an extent of 280 paces, 
and at ſixty paces diſtance from the firſt of 
them is a little ſquare building. The figure 
of a man on horſeback, between the two 
tombs, and-in the middle of the fourth niche, 
bas his hair ſhaped according to our mode, with 
2 crown upon his head, and a pointed bonnet 
riſing above it. He is dreſſed after the Roman 
manner, and has a lage ſword by his fide, with 
the hilt in his left hand; his right is preſented 
to a perſon before him. The third figure, 
which is alſo dreſſed in the Raman manner, 
opens his hands like a ſuppliant. 

The figures half buried appear on the fide 
of the third tomb, and two of them have their 
hands placed in a kind of circle. That in the 
middle, which is on horſeback, repreſents Ru/- 
tan in a Roman dreſs ; he has likewiſe a bonnet 


and an ornament like a crown, with flowing 


hair, a large beard, and his left hand upon the 
hilt of his ſword : But notwithſtanding the pre- 
ſence of his prodigious ſtature, bath he and 

his 
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his horſe are of the common ſize. Before him 
is the ſigure of a woman with flowing hair; 
ſhe likewiſe wears a crown. She is dreſſed like 
Pallas, and ſupports part of her drapery with 
her left hand. The third figure repreſents a 
military man, with a tiara on his head, and 
left hand likewiſe graſps the hilt of his ſword. 
The fifth compartment is an imperfect appear- 
ance of figures fighting on horſeback. All 
theſe are carved in the rock. 
On the weſtern: fide of this mountain, at 
200 paces diſtance, are two tables with figures, 
likewiſe cut in the rock. That to the left re- 
ſents two men on horſeback, one of whom 
graſps a circle; of which the other has quitted 
the hold. Some pretend that the firſt is Alex. 
ander, and the other Darius, who by this action 
reſigns to him the empire. Others ſay, theſe 
figures repreſent two potent Princes or Genes 


rals, who, after being engaged in a long war, 


without obtaining any advantage over each 0+ 
ther, at laſt agreed, that he who ſhould wreſt 
this circle out of his competitor's hand, ſhould 
be acknowledged the victor. But no ſtreſs is 
to be laid on theſe ſtories. ö 
The tomb Taid' to have been that of Naxi 


 Ruftan, evidently appears to be that made by 


Darius Hyftaſpes, from its exactly correſponding 
with the deſcription given of it by Cze/zus in b. 
hiſtory of Perfa, after Herodotus ; and with that 


_—_ of Dicctorus Siculus. 
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